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EXPLORE
DREAM AND
DISCOVER!

Maris Stella steers the futures of all our young 
students and Truck Centre Durban is proud to  
travel that journey safely along with them. 
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Firstly, to the young women that 
make Maris Stella the incredible 
school that it is. If you are a 
reflection of what the future holds, 
then we can certainly look forward 
to some bright days ahead. 

To our top academic achievers, 
your excellent results are the 
culmination of those long hours 
and hard work, and it was all worth 
it. But the reality is that there is so 
much more that makes you such 
inspirational young people. The 
day-to-day acts of kindness and 
generosity we get to witness in the 
classrooms; the camaraderie and 
spirit you display on the sports’ 
fields; the poise, passion and 
intelligence with which you address 
the outside world – and that 
indelible spirit of determination 
that sees you take on every 
challenge with grace and maturity. 
You are an inspiration to us all.  

Secondly, I would like to thank 
our parents.  You entrust us with 
the safety, the education, and 
often the happiness of your most 
precious asset, and this is not a 
responsibility we take lightly. They 
truly are treasures, and we thank 
you for giving us the opportunity to 
share in their lives. 

To the parents of the matriculants, 
I wish I could say you’ve reached 
the final goal on your journey of 
parenthood, but I’m sure you’ve 
come to realise that this is a never-
ending journey. When you’re 90 
and they’re 65, you will still be 
calling to tell them not to forget 
to wear a jersey, or to wear their 
glasses when they’re driving at 
night. It’s a joyful burden every 
parent must bear! But what I can 
say is that you’ve reached a truly 
significant milestone and you all 
deserve so much appreciation 
for what you’ve done for your 
daughters. 

Thirdly, to our Board of 
Governors, a group of 
committed individuals who work 
tirelessly – and often thanklessly 
– behind the scenes to ensure 
Maris Stella continues to surpass 
all standards of expectation. In 
a climate of constant change, 
within a beautifully diverse 
country, it can often be difficult 
to find a good balance between 
a strong traditional foundation 
and remaining relevant in the 
modern era. The Board, led by 
Paul Canter, somehow manages 
to find this happy medium, 
working together with the 
interests of our pupils at the 
forefront of every decision. On 
behalf of the pupils, parents and 
staff, I would like to thank you 
for this commitment. 

And finally, to my educational, 
administrative, IT and support 
staff. Your dedication to Maris 
Stella really exceeds any basic 
job description and you do it all 
for the love of our pupils. At any 
time we can walk from one corner 
of the school to the next, and - in 
every office, classroom or on the 
sports’ grounds - you will see staff 
members happily engaged in their 
work. It’s a great feeling. 
The Maris Stella management 
team is somehow able to create a 
supportive, nurturing environment 
for our girls, while also tackling the 
constant administrative demands 
on a daily basis. And, anyone with 
experience in the educational 
field can attest to the never-
ending administration this sector 
requires…so I thank you for that. 

Our teaching 
staff are constantly 
researching new ways 
to create innovative lesson plans 
that keep the girls engaged and 
inspired. 
There is a mutual respect between 
pupils and staff, allowing for an 
atmosphere of challenging debate 
and worthwhile communication. At 
Maris Stella, we do not believe in 
molding young minds. That is not 
our job. We believe in empowering 
our girls with the right tools to find 
their own paths, to become the 
people they were meant to be. 
We get to witness this amazing 
transformation, and this makes 
teaching so rewarding. 

PRINCIPAL’S
reportBY JOAN SCHMIDT
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I would like to extend special 
thanks to my deputy, Wendy 
Plumbley. I draw on her wisdom 
and counsel daily, and her concern 
and love for each girl is really 
inspiring to witness. Thank you for 
making my role that much easier!

The Matric theme for 2018 
was ‘For the Future’.  It’s an 
interesting theme, particularly in 
light of the fact that most of our 
matric pupils were born in the 
year 2000. The dawn of the new 
millennium brought with it many 
fears and expectations – many of 
which proved to be completely 
unfounded. The biggest of these 
was the notorious Y2K – the fear 
that a coding malfunction would 
cause all computers, worldwide, 
to crash, sending us back into the 
Dark Ages. It seems laughable 
now, but many were stocking up on 
tinned foods and water for the end 
of days. 

It was a time before smartphones, 
when we were all playing ‘snake’ 
on our Nokia 3310s, in between 
watching the first-ever reality 
programme – Big Brother – on 
DSTV. The Backstreet Boys, 
Britney Spears and N SYNC were 
blasting from our radio stations 
and we were all so happy that our 
beloved Friends television star, 
Jennifer Aniston, was marrying the 
gorgeous, Brad Pitt. These were 
simpler times. 
So much has changed, and for 
women, I believe it has really 
been for the better. You girls have 
experienced some of the biggest 
technological advancements the 
world has ever seen. You have 
lived through the advent of social 
media which, for all its pitfalls, has 
become an incredibly effective 
platform for change. 

The global #metoo campaign 
united women against sexual 
harassment and assault, with 
high-profile people sharing their 
stories in an effort to empower 
the vulnerable and encourage all 
women to stand together. A culture 
of abuse, long overlooked and 
accepted, is finally being exposed 
and eradicated. For a better future. 
You are part of an incredible 
movement that is eliminating 
gender stereotypes and 
expectations in all spheres. Our 
very own Caster Semenya, an 

Olympic gold medalist, is breaking 
barriers across all fields. Her stand 
is sending a message to all women 
- you must be accepted as you are. 
Blue is no longer just for boys, just 
as pink is no longer just for girls…
and big companies are coming 
on board. Mattel, the creator 
of the iconic Barbie Doll, once 
considered the quintessential 
female, has adapted this household 
toy to more realistically reflect the 
dimensions of a woman. This is 
your future. 

In the year 2000, Thabo Mbeki’s 
cabinet consisted of 8 female 
Ministers – 27% of the cabinet. 
Today, Cyril Ramaphosa’s cabinet 
consists of 16 females, almost 
50% of the 34 ministerial posts. 
Women are being recognised in 
the workplace for their leadership 
ability. Although it is by no means 
equal – there is still only one 
female CEO in South Africa’s top 
40 companies – inspiring female 
leaders can be found everywhere in 
this country.  

Thabiso Mahlape, the founder 
of publishing house, Blackbird 
Books, was named one of Mail & 
Guardian’s Top 200 Young South 
Africans for 2017.

Professor Mamokgethi Phakeng, 
the Vice Chancellor of the 
University of Cape Town and 
founder of the NGO Adopt-a-
Learner, was named as one of 
the most influential women in 
academics by CEO magazine in 
2014. 

Funeka Montjane, the Chief 
Executive Officer of Personal and 
Business Banking for Standard 
Bank, and the wife of our guest 
speaker, Lebogang Montjane, is 
known as the ‘Iron Lady’ around the 
office for her no-nonsense attitude. 
Funeka took the home loans 
business unit from a loss of R1bn 
to a profit of R100m within just one 
year.

These are role models for the 
future.

And, as if that isn’t enough, there 
are Makoma Lekalaka and Liz 
McDaid, two names every South 
African should know. Winners 
of the Goldman Environment 
Prize, these activists, who were 

unwavering in their belief for a 
better future, launched a successful 
legal challenge against some of the 
world’s most powerful men to stop 
South Africa buying nuclear power 
stations from Russia. 

- The future might have seemed 
scary 18 years ago, but when we 
look at what has been achieved, we 
realise the fears were unfounded - 

Courage will always triumph. Take 
inspiration from the women around 
you, from the women who have 
triumphed, and go make your mark 
in the world.  Work for the future. 

Matrics, while your days as a Maris 
Stella pupil might be coming to 
an end, you will forever be a part 
of the Maris Stella community. 
The groundwork has been laid 
for you to go out and achieve 
unimaginable greatness. And when 
you’re at a crossroads, and need 
some guidance, we want you to 
remember these three things:

1. You are unique. Every single 
one of you is different in some 
way, and has something special to 
offer. Find out what that is and hold 
onto it, because no matter what 
the world throws at you, you can’t 
be changed if you manage to hold 
onto that unique quality. 

2. Ask for help. We were never 
meant to take on this world alone 
so don’t try to. Seek counsel from 
the right people, share ideas, 
debate and engage. 

3. Be kind. It’s as simple as that. For 
kindness endures all else.

I speak for all of the Maris Stella 
family when I say to you, Grade 
12s, that it has been an honour 
to watch you grow. You are an 
astounding group of girls and I 
look forward to recounting your 
achievements in the next 18 years. 
The future is yours. 

Go with God and may God go with 
you. 

Joan Schmidt
Principal
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“Empathy leads to a genuine encounter- 
we have to progress towards this culture 
of encounter - In which heart speaks 
to heart.”
-Pope Francis-

This year, we as a school, have 
embraced the theme of Empathy; the 
ability to connect with another person 
and to try to walk in their shoes and 
experience life as they do. In a modern 
world where people are encouraged to 
think about themselves and their needs 
before others, and increasingly where 
we spend too much time on digital 
devices, we at Maris Stella thought that 
we would emphasize this wonderful 
quality, empathy. It is an essential virtue 
for the survival of humanity and it also 
helps us to increase our emotional 
intelligence. During each term, we 
focused on one of the following virtues: 
Love, Patience, Respect and Selflessness 
in order to grow our empathy and to 
learn to walk in the shoes of Jesus and 
become more like Him.

We opened our year with a beautiful 
Mass where we used the symbol of an 
Umbrella to express the idea of empathy 
reaching out and encompassing the 
other. The Maris Stella family have 
then tried to embrace this theme 
and incorporated it in all the liturgical 
celebrations we held this year. 

Throughout the first term we highlighted 
the virtue of Love which is essential 
in building empathy within ourselves. 
Pupils enjoyed lessons that discussed 
empathy and how to truly love one 
another and stand in one another’s 
shoes.

The juniors took part in “shoe” activities 
and made use of their imaginations as 
they discovered what this new word 
meant to them and the importance 
thereof. The Grade 9 classes prepared 
a beautiful Ash Wednesday Mass which 
heralded the start of Ash Wednesday.

Our Lenten programme encouraged us 
to try to walk in the shoes of others and 
to engage in a loving and empathetic 
manner. The pupils suggested ways in 
which they could exchange themselves 
with others and to come up with simple 

ways that they could make a difference 
in the lives of those less fortunate than 
ourselves. During this Lenten time, the 
girls and parents and staff are given 
the opportunity each Friday morning, 
to attend the Stations of the Cross, a 
beautiful meditative prayer in which 
you walk in the shoes of Jesus as we 
remember the last events that led to His 
crucifixion. Each child from Grade 4 to 
Matric was also given the opportunity 
to engage in confession as a way to 
prepare for the resurrection of Christ in 
our hearts at Easter which allows us to 
walk more closely in His ways.

The various Penitential Services which 
ended our first term for the pupils 
and staff, took the message that Jesus 
teaches us to love as His Father loves; to 
be merciful as His Father is merciful. We 
can only truly be ready to be with the 
Father in Heaven when we are able to 
Love as selflessly as Christ loved.  This 
is our challenge; this is our work that 
we are called to do here on earth - to 
transform ourselves into people who are 
more Christ-like in every way.

“Then Jesus said to His disciples; if any 
man will come after me, let Him take up 
His cross and Follow Me.”
-Matthew 16:24-

Our Eucharistic celebrations are always 
beautiful and meaningful, and to share 
this with the broader Maris Stella family, 
we introduced a Family Mass on a 
Sunday once a year. This year, we held 
it in the Third Term and celebrated 
our families with the theme “1 heart 
1 family.” Fr Moss came all the way 
from Cedara to celebrate with us. His 
message was that the home and family 
is the very place that a child learns to 
be empathetic and to grow the virtues 
of Love, Patience and Respect and to 
learn how to be selfless just as Christ 
was. Those who came commented on 
the wonderful community spirit as they 
enjoyed coffee and muffins together 
afterwards.
           
Each term we gather as a school 
community and share in the 

celebration of Holy Mass. When we 
come to Mass with the correct intention, 
a wish to worship our collective God, so 
that we may become more like Him in 
everything we think, do and say, then we 
receive such blessings and grace.

Our Matrics celebrate their final Mass 
in our beautiful Chapel, where they 
come together with their families to give 
thanks for all they have received during 
their time at Maris Stella and ask for 
strength as they prepare to write their 
final examinations. This is always a very 
moving Mass which produces tears and 
laughter as the reality dawns upon the 
girls that this chapter of their lives is 
coming to an end.

The tradition of starting and ending 
our academic year with a Eucharistic 
celebration is always meaningful and 
this year we ended our year with the 
theme “Walking in the footsteps of 
Christ,” a theme that incorporated all 
the virtues of the year and encouraged 
us to try to follow Jesus in every way. 

VIRTUES PROGRAMME
This year we continued to focus on 
Virtues as a means to oppose the 
vices and negative ways that many of 
us find have become habitual. This 
year we focused on Love, as in the 
sacrificial Love that Christ displays; 
Patience, especially patiently accepting 
difficulties; Respect, for self, others and 
the environment; and lastly Selflessness, 
the ability to put others and their needs 
before our own. These virtues proved to 
be challenging but hopefully allowed for 
moral growth in our pupils.

PRAISE AND WORSHIP
At Maris Stella, the pupils are given the 
opportunity to engage in Praise and 
Worship throughout all of the phases. 
This usually takes the place of reading, 
prayers, and singing and praising God. 
The Pre-school and Junior Primary girls  
have an annual event which is held in 
our beautiful chapel where parents 
are invited to join with them. The Prep 
phase enjoy a Penitential service in 
which they prepare for Easter, and the 

RELIGION
reportBY KAREN BODLEY
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Grade 7 girls hold a special thanksgiving 
ceremony at the end of their academic 
year.

The Taizé evening held in the second 
term in the candle-lit chapel is another 
opportunity to worship God in a different 
format. Beautiful chanting and quiet 
reflection and silent prayer at the foot of 
the cross allows one to be still and grow 
closer to God.

For those who enjoy a louder and 
more energetic way of worship, we 
held our annual Impact Rally which saw 
approximately 500 young people enjoy 
the time spent together. There was a 
dynamic speaker and a lovely Christian 
band which was a treat for the pupils 
who attended.

There were several lovely Nativity 
plays that the Pre-School and the 
Junior Primary enacted to bring the 
real meaning of Christmas home to the 
families of Maris Stella and these were 
accompanied by the beautiful singing of 
Carols.

Finally, we were invited to come together 
as a school family to celebrate the start 
of Advent, the time of preparation for 
Christmas at our annual Carol Service. 
This year, we tried to walk in the shoes 
of those characters who were there at 
the Birth of Christ and explored what 
they might have felt. We tried to regain 
the real meaning of Christmas especially 
when this holy season has become 
diluted with the ideas of consumerism. 
I hope that the challenge I gave, which 
was “This Christmas…will YOU be 
present?” will be taken up by those who 
attended.

RETREATS
In the busyness of our lives, it is 
important that we take the time to 
“stop” and try to be quiet and go 
inwards to nurture our inner selves. 
This opportunity to go on a Retreat is 
provided to each pupil and to each 
staff member at Maris Stella. This is 
truly a priceless gift as it helps us to still 
ourselves, and take the opportunity 
to draw closer to God. Hopefully each 
person will benefit from these encounters 
with God and be a positive force in 
their families, thus bringing the Gospel 
of Love and Peace to those in their 
communities. This year, we introduced a 
morning retreat for parents to attend and 
a beautiful morning was spent together 
learning to “Be Still” so as to really 
connect with our God.

CHAPEL
Our Chapel is a place of peace and 
solace and we are so very fortunate 
to have this beautiful facility right in 
the heart of our school. All who are 

connected to the Maris Stella family are 
welcome to come and sit and pray in 
this magnificent venue and many take 
the opportunity to do so. The Chapel 
services which are held on a Wednesday 
morning are well attended and it is 
a wonderful way to start the day. I 
encourage all members of our school 
family to pop in from time to time and 
admire the splendour of the stained glass 
windows and offer up a prayer to God.
“Rejoice always, Pray continually, 
Give thanks in all circumstances; 
For this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.” -1 Thessalonians 5:16-18-  

MOMS WHO PRAY
Early each Monday morning a group 
of devoted moms gather in the Chapel 
to pray for our school, Maris Stella and 
for those who are a part of this school 
family. Staff and pupils often write down 
their prayer intentions and ‘post’ them 
into the prayer box for the moms to find. 
This group of moms has been led by 
Mrs Lesley Canter, who has been part of 
the group for 14 years and who leaves 
us this year as her daughter, Claire, 
matriculates. I take this opportunity to 
thank Mrs Canter for her dedication 
and her wonderful example of faith and 
strength. Please continue to hold us in 
your prayers as we shall hold you in ours. 

IN GRATITUDE
Although an extremely busy man with 
many roles in the diocese, Fr Peter is a 
most supportive and helpful Chaplain 
who is always ready to listen and to give 
his valuable advice. We are so fortunate 
to have him to help us on our Spiritual 
journey. His involvement in all areas of 
the school, from retreats and walking 
with the Grade 9 girls on Touchstone to 
celebrating masses, hearing confessions 
and being a member of our Ethos 
committee, is so very much appreciated. 

The Catholic Schools Office works 
tirelessly to offer a selection of courses 
to our staff. We thank Mr Lionel Samuels 
for his continued support in this regard. 
This past year saw several staff members 
attend courses which are run at the 
Pastoral Care Centre and which were 
beneficial to those who attended.

We are eternally grateful for the 
presence of the Holy Family Sisters who 
attend many of our functions. It is always 
wonderful to welcome them into our 
midst as they are a reminder of our roots 
and all Maris Stella is to the community.
Religious Education teachers are 
special people who guide each pupil 
along their Spiritual journey and who 
give of themselves so freely. I thank 
Mrs Annabelle Burgess, Mrs Natasha 
Tsouris and Mrs Geraldine Crick who are 
dedicated and committed women of 
faith. Mrs Frankie Rawlinson, who spent a 

large part of the year in locum positions 
in the religious department, is a wealth of 
wisdom and her input and quiet example 
of her faith is most appreciated.

I thank Mrs Schmidt and Mrs Plumbley 
for their continual support and for their 
guidance throughout the year. During 
this year of walking in the shoes of 
others, it has been obvious that these 
two women, are women of great strength 
and faith in God.

The greatest thanks goes to God our 
Father, who gives us every blessing 
and guides us in all of our ways. I am 
eternally grateful for His presence in the 
life of our school and am thankful for gifts 
of the Holy Spirit that are evident in all 
those who together, create this beautiful 
environment. 

“When the world slumbers in comfort 
and selfishness, our Christian mission is 
to help it rouse from sleep.”
-Pope Francis-

Maris Stella School can be proud of the 
efforts that they are making to fulfil the 
Holy Father’s wishes. 

Karen Bodley 
religion co-ordinator
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As we sit on the edge of 120 years as 
a school serving the Church and the 
world through the education of young 
girls, it is encouraging to see that the 
aims of Maris Stella have remained 
consistent over such a long time. The 
preparation of our girls to make a 
difference in the world as it presents 
itself in any era has been a goal for all 
these years.  

To prepare someone for an uncertain 
future means that the staff and the 
Board have to look at the “signs of 
the times” in the present in order 
to try to make some differences in 
the future. The phrase, “Signs of the 
Times” was a feature of the Second 
Vatican Council, and has marked the 
thinking of the Church up until today.  
We are invited as believers to look at 
the world and to try and discern the 
will of God for people.  This was very 
much in evidence in the Religious 
Education Department throughout 
the year. 

This year the school embraced the 
theme of Empathy and being able to 
see the world and another’s situation 
through a different perspective 
other than one’s own, or rather, to 
walk in another’s shoes. This was 
implemented with the virtues of Love, 
Patience, Respect and Selflessness.

We are only too aware of the impact 
of global warming and the crisis that 
is affecting our planet.  In guiding 
the girls for their future, we have to 
take into account this pressing issue 
and to look at the moral and ethical 
questions that the global situation 
puts to our behaviour in respect 
of the planet.  Mrs Bodley and her 
team took the challenges set out so 
beautifully in Pope Francis’ document 
called Laudato Si and implemented 
them with the theme of Empathy 
in mind. Throughout the year, we 
continued to involve the planet as a 
central theme in our liturgies and our 

classroom teachings. In particular, by 
looking at the Laudato Si document, 
we emphasised the impact that the 
global climactic changes are having 
on the poor of this world. We hope 
that the girls have a greater sensitivity 
to the situations that face the poor of 
this country and abroad. 

The Touchstone experience, which 
has become an important part of 
the school curriculum, gives the girls 
a hands on experience of what it 
means to be poor.  It is something 
that every year touches the hearts of 
the students to help them understand 
how much they take for granted in 
their educational experience.  To 
have pupils sharing pencils, to seeing 
how far the children have to walk to 
get to school and to realise that they 
often have to study on an empty 
stomach, touches the hearts of the 
girls.  It is our hope that it so touches 
the girls that they will endeavour 
to put the knowledge and the skills 
that have been given at Maris Stella 
at the disposal of the poor and 
disadvantaged.  They will have to 
do that in the light of the global 
ecological crisis that is already upon 
us.

I would like to thank Mrs Bodley and 
her team in the Religious Department 
for their incredible hard work in 
preparing classes, retreats and 
liturgies with the chosen themes in 
mind.  May their hard work bear fruit 
in the lives of the girls now and in the 
future. 

Fr. Peter Lafferty CSSP
School Chaplain

CHAPLAIN’S
reportBY FATHER PETER LAFFERTY
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This quote resonated very much with 
me a couple of years back, when once 
again I became very conscious of what 
we plan and do, what we are today has 
a profound effect on our tomorrows.

Let’s think about it in the context of this 
amazing school, Maris Stella. In 2019, 
you will be celebrating 120 years of 
existence as a school. From the start, 
each year prepared for the next year 
and look at what you have today.

Congratulations to all, those in the past 
until now, for the personal, spiritual, 
academic, sporting, intellectual, 
developmental and so many more 
attributes achieved, lived and passed 
on.

There is a beautiful song called 
“Standing on the Shoulders” and the 
words “I am standing on the shoulders 
of the ones who came before me, I am 
stronger for their courage, I am wiser for 
their words, I am lifted by their longing 
for a fair and brighter future”, say it all.

Maris Stella’s legacy lives on as former 
pupils, teachers, staff who attended and 
worked in this school have made an 

impact in all walks of life in South Africa 
and abroad. 

Sisters of the Holy Family arrived in 
Natal in 1864 and, shortly thereafter, 
opened a school in Broad Street, 
Durban. The original building on the 
Maris Stella site in Essenwood Road/
Stephen Dlamini was constructed in 
1897, and the Maris Stella Convent 
School was officially opened in 1899. 
Steady growth in enrolment during 
the earlier part of the next century 
demanded the creation of additional 
facilities and this has been on-going. 
The Chapel was built in 1923 and the 
Centenary Hall was opened in 1964, 
marking the 100th anniversary of the 
arrival of the Holy Family Sisters in 
South Africa. And in 1974 Maris Stella 
declared a non-racial policy. The last 
Holy Family Sister Principal was in 1978 
and the last teaching Sister left in 1982.

So, with approximately four and a half 
generations on whose “shoulders” 
Maris Stella stands, the school and the 
values continue. 

In the last ten years, the Holy Family 
Schools’ Council, which to date, has 

had at least two Holy Family Sisters as 
members, will now be going into our 
future with a considerable less Holy 
Family Sister involvement, and the 
Council will become a Trust. 

As a Holy Family Catholic School, Maris 
Stella’s vision continues to be a leading 
institution in educating girls with faith-
based values and skills, to enable them 
to become responsible women who will 
make significant, positive contributions 
to South Africa and the world.

And, as we remind ourselves of the 
words quoted, “Education is our 
passport to the future, for tomorrow 
belongs to the people who prepare 
for it today”, know that the few Holy 
Family Sisters left in South Africa today 
are still here praying with and for you 
all, supporting, encouraging and yes, 
cheering too.

“Suspice Confide” (Look Up and Trust)

Go Forward …. Maris Stella

Shelagh Mary and the Holy Family Sisters 
in South Africa.

HOLY FAMILY
By Sister Shelagh Mary Waspe

SISTERS’ REPORT
“Education is our passport to the future, for tomorrow 

belongs to the people who prepare for it today.” 
 Malcolm X
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It is not easy to narrow this report 
down to one topic that would have 
an impact and relate to this beautiful 
group of girls that belong to this 
Maris Stella family; these girls that 
have been raised in such a well-
structured set of social values as 
well as a general awareness of those 
around them, and of world events 
that sometimes do not even directly 
impact them, but never-the-less 
evoke a sense of responsibility within 
them. So, with that said, I would like 
to start by asking you to think about 
the word Ubuntu. The Head Girl of 
last year, Qondisa Sibeko, gave a 
speech about this word and it had 
such a large impact on me. I think 
that in South Africa, most people 
have a general idea of this word 
but I want you to think about what 
this word means to you, what you 
understand the meaning to be and 
in what contexts you have felt the 
emotion that this word implies. When 
I was trying to define a topic for this 
report, I may or may not have been 
browsing on the Ted Talks website 
for some slightly more targeted 
inspiration, when I came across an 
extremely enlightened and eloquent 
talk by a woman from western Kenya, 
named Musimbi Kanyoro. In this talk 
she heavily emphasised the word 
Isirika. The meaning of this word, she 
describes, is a pragmatic way of life 
which demonstrates equal generosity 
between humans, but the essence is 
caring, together, for one another.

It was at this point when I 
remembered the speech which the 
Head Girl of last year had given about 
Ubuntu and the meaning of this word. 
When you search the direct English 
translation of this word, it comes 
up with “humanity”. I was informed 
by some friends who hold a much 
more sophisticated understanding 
about this word than I myself do, 
that this translation is simplistic at 
best and essentially does not capture 
the meaning of this word ubuntu 

in its entirety. So, upon learning 
this I did some research, on how 
many languages contained a single 
word which defined the concept of 
“ubuntu” or “Isirika”, and I found 
some amazing results. Depending on 
how directly you want the meanings 
to line up you can find anything from 
140-218 languages which have a 
word capturing this exact concept. 

I think that it is important to state 
that I am a big believer in language, 
and in the power that it holds. There 
is such a large portion of behaviour 
which is influenced by language. If 
we think about a community and 
what they value above anything 
else, this will be conveyed 
in their behaviour and 
inherently, in their 
language. We all know 
the power which comes 
with engraving words in 
a stone, the uproar that 
can be caused by an 
article.  We see rallying 
speeches in movies that 
cause pride and strength 
and we’ve all seen the 
reaction caused by leaders, 
locally and globally, 
using language either 
effectively or ineffectively. 
But why? Why does this 
influence us so much? Let 
me present a theoretical 
world in which the English 
language does not have 
the word consumerism, 
or how about the words 
war, winning, losing. Why 
would we have to define 
such concepts if we didn’t 
value them, if they weren’t 
such an integral part of our 
society? So, my concern 
came when I realised my 

first language did not have a word 
which combined, the concept of unity 
along with empathy and generosity. 
Now I know what you might be 
thinking, why is a single word so 
important, and why am I so focused 
on English as a language when there 
is a whole world of non-English 
speakers, and my answer to that is 
this: this westernised society which 
values money, profit and winning 
above everything else controls mass 
media which is rapidly influencing 
more and more people, and I believe, 
because of this, we have lost, to a 
large degree, this sense of ubuntu, 
Isirika, this idea that I am because we 
are.

HEAD GIRL’S
reportBY DANA OSBORN
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There is a quote from 1 Corinthians 
12: 25-26:  “If one part suffers all the 
parts suffer with it, and If one part is 
honoured, all the parts are glad.” 

I’m speaking about this because we 
Maris Stella girls, whether we know it 
or not, are so incredibly lucky because 
we have been exposed to this idea, 
through language, through our 
education, through the spiritual values 
taught, through diversity, inclusivity 
and activism but most importantly 
though the teachers, ground staff and 
everyone else in this school who give 
so much time, energy and love for 
the success of the girls. With outreach 
projects such as Touchstone, Adopt a 
Granny, Interact, Adult Literacy and so 
many others.

I came to Maris Stella not so long 
ago, but since I have stepped in this 
school, and I mean this sincerely, 
these girls have never failed to 
impress me. And being in this 
position I have had the opportunity 
to witness everything that these girls 
achieve. I said a speech a few weeks 
ago and I was so nervous; it was a few 
days before my first final exam and it 
was about something very personal. I 
spoke about disability and specifically 
my brother who has cerebral palsy, 
I spoke about how I believe it is 
every single person’s responsibility 
to include and lift up people in 
our community who are constantly 
overlooked. After being so incredibly 
nervous, I was overwhelmed by the 
number of messages of support, 
love and interest as well as questions 
about charities and my brother. I saw 
girls who let kindness lead and action 
follow for the betterment of not just 
themselves but all those around 
them. 

With everything in our world 
changing so rapidly as well, we all 
seem to have this presence of current 
events in our lives. Politics, business, 
war… this all might seem like a 
trend of deceitfulness and a general 
disregard for other humans, and it’s 
easy to believe that the world is in a 
steep decline into compassionless 
place of no return, but I believe that 
we as humans continuously underrate 
our ability as individuals to make a 
positive impact on our world. And if 
can tell you one thing with absolute 
certainty; it is to put your faith into 
these girls, they will not disappoint.

Dana Osborn
2018 HEAD GIRL
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The Parents Association consists of a 
committee of parents who focus on 
the following:
- Fundraising
- Arranging functions that promote  
  the family
- Be the voice of the parent body   
  (suggestions/ improvements)

The committee meets approximately 
every eight weeks at 07h15. The 
meeting time has been changed from 
the evening to morning.
There was a recruitment drive to 
attract a better representation of 
parents and we are delighted that the 
committee has increased from 13 in 
January 2018 to 23 in January 2019.

The fundraising highlights of 2018 
included:
- Maris Stella Movie night
- Raffle
- Matric Dance Fashion Show
- I Heart Maris Stella Market
- Moms and Daughters’ Tea Party
- Maris Stella Golf Day
- Danceathon
- Selling pancakes at the Carol       

Service. The total amount raised 
in 2018 was R230 000 which is a 
fantastic achievement, especially 
considering the tough economic 
climate.

The money raised by the Parents’ 
Association allows the school to 
indulge in “luxury” purchases, and 
has been spent on three couches for 
the library, and renovating the area 
between the terraces for the girls to 
sit.  Other projects include renovating 
the Small Hall, Reception, and the 
Centenary Hall foyer. 
I would like to thank Uma Naidoo 
(Vice Chair) and all the PA members 
and their families, for their hard work, 
enthusiasm and sacrifice.
Many thanks as well to the staff and 
teachers for their support during 
the year, and special thanks to the 
Finance team who offer fantastic 
support to the PA, by collecting 
money, selling tickets, and being 
hounded regularly to find out how 
much money the PA has made! 
I’d also like to thank our Maris Stella 
parents, for both supporting the 
functions arranged by the PA, as 
well as responding to appeals for 
donations, or selling of tickets. We 
are also most grateful to the many 
parents who so generously sponsor 
many events, either as individuals 
or through their businesses.  The PA 
rely greatly on sponsorship of prizes, 
especially for the Golf Day, and are 
most appreciative of the generosity 
shown.

There is a full programme planned for 
2019 and it promises to be another 
exciting year!

Carol Hollinshead
Parents’ Association Chairperson

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION
reportBY CAROL HOLLINSHEAD
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In my annual report I have 
endeavoured to cover some of the 
significant objectives of your Board 
during 2018. I will also summarise 
some of the other developments 
during the Maris Stella School year.  

In compiling this report, I have 
scoured my notes, Board minutes and 
various reports.   If anyone recognises 
a phrase that sounds familiar, I 
acknowledge that the credit is yours.

In March 2018 we welcomed two 
newly elected Board members, 
Warrick de Wet and Trevor Martin 
as well as Carol Hollinshead in her 
capacity as the Chair of the Parents’ 
Association.

It is my great pleasure to welcome 
Rod Paulus as a newly appointed 
member of the Board. Rod is a 
Chartered Accountant and has two 
children at Maris Stella School.  Rod 
will in fact take my place as a Catholic 
member of the Board.

At the first Board Meeting, the new 
Board reviewed the strategic action 
plan brought forward from 2017. This 
tracker identifies specific strategic 
Board objectives which included the 
following items :

Traffic Calming in Steven Dlamini Road

You may recall that I reported at 
the beginning of last year that 
we received notification from the 
Ethekwini Transport Authority 
(ETA) that Stephen Dlamini Road 
is considered a high order class 3 
road in the Ethekwini Road Network 
System. As such the council policy 
precludes the implementation of 
speed humps on this road.

We were also advised that the 
Urban Traffic Control Branch would 
investigate the possibility of installing 
a pedestrian traffic signal.  For a 

period thereafter Metro officials 
monitored traffic flow in Steven 
Dlamini Road.

I also mention that Metro Police have 
visited the School on a number of 
occasions during 2018 to monitor 
traffic and parking in Steven Dlamini 
Road.  In this regard it is your 
obligation to ensure that you stop and 
park lawfully.

On 12 September 2018, the ETA 
advised us that a pedestrian signal has 
been placed on the signal installation 
programme for implementation in 
2020/2021.

We are hopeful that a traffic signal will 
be installed in due course. Meanwhile, 
I urge everyone to continue to 
exercise caution, care and patience at 
all times while accessing the School 
along this busy road.

Bursaries Funding Appeal

Our goal is to be able to offer financial 
assistance to deserving scholars and 
to make a difference in their lives.  

In February 2018, bursaries were 
awarded to 25 scholars and 7 internal 
scholarships were awarded. Many of 
these awards are carried over from 
year to year.

In line with our objective to maintain 
scholar numbers and to benefit 
suitable candidates, we are focussed 
on seeking financial support for this 
programme.

Finances : Sustainability, Grounds & 
Buildings

The Board has for some time 
identified the need for financial 
sustainability in regard to the school 
finances and the optimisation of 
our existing resources including our 
grounds and buildings.

I thank Sharalene Randelhoff and 
Carol Coubrough for the wonderful 
work that they do to manage the 
School’s budgeting and finances.  The 
soundness of the Treasurer’s Report 
attests to this.

I am pleased to report that the 
following strategic objectives were 
achieved during 2018:

•  Consumer Studies Kitchen upgrade 
in April 2018
•  Electrical cable upgrade to 
Centenary Hall in April 2018
•  Music Room renovation in May 
2018
•  New bakkie purchased in June 2018
•  Swimming pool upgrade with Old 
Girls’ Association funding in August 
2018
•  Aircon/heat pump project – 
electrical monitoring in September 
2018
•  Seating area grotto completed in 
October 2018
•  Aircon/heat pump project – Bosch 
appointed in January 2019 to 
supervise the projects completion

Communications, Marketing & Branding

The Board has also identified the 
importance of good communication 
within the school and with parents and 
third parties. 

Our marketing strategy has been 
built on this premise.  Cindy Hudson 
has focused on advertising our 
Open Evenings through various 
media including radio, magazines, 
newspapers, school visits, expos, 
social media, street pole ads and 
flyers.

Visits have been made to various 
preparatory schools in the greater 
Durban area.

At that stage our facebook page had 
2384 followers which was an increase 
of 30% over the previous year.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS’
reportBY PAUL CANTER
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More recently Cindy Hudson and 
Carol Hollinshead have engaged with 
a marketing agency to identify digital 
marketing opportunities including, 
video footage and a questionnaire 
to be directed at identified target 
markets.

Our marketing goals include:

• Increasing short and long term 
fundraising income
• Enhancing brand awareness and 
brand positioning of Maris Stella as 
the private school of choice for girls
• Implementing structures to ensure 
financial sustainability
• The establishment of a balanced 
and diverse funding portfolio

Our key marketing strategies are as 
follows:
• to strengthen and empower 
the Parent’s Association to drive 
fundraising objectives
• to develop a bursary fund portfolio
• to encourage and empower the 
Old Girls’ Association to assist with 
fundraising objectives 

Old Girls’ Association

The Board resolved to resuscitate the 
Association.  

The first Old Girls’ Day was held 
on 22 September 2018.  Some 60 
ladies attended this gathering.  It was 
encouraging to see so many former 
Maris Stella women from various 
former years and the large presence 
of some of our younger ladies.

We now have over 500 ladies on our 
growing database.  These former 
pupils have been encouraged to 
continue their engagement with 
school activities with the intention 
of creating an awareness and an 
excitement leading to the Maris Stella 
120th birthday celebration in 2019.

We are hopeful that an “Old Girl 
Bursary Trust” will be launched soon.

I encourage all former pupils to 
join the Association and to help the 

organisation to build 
a solid foundation for 
ongoing support of 
Maris Stella in a variety 
of ways.

Staff Development 

Maris Stella has 
always recognised 
the importance of 
our teachers and the 
need to maintain 
cutting edge skills and 
on-going professional 

development in various ways. During 
2018 this objective was pursued in 
many different ways including the 
following: 

• Training Courses with the Institute of 
Technology, Strategy and Innovation
• IEB Workshops and Conferences
• Prep Phase – Occupational Therapy 
workshop
• Diversity and transformation 
imperatives and training including 
various workshops conducted by the 
Catholic Institute for Education
• Child Safeguarding Workshop – all 
staff attended this workshop when 
we adopted the new updated Child 
Safeguard Policy formulated by the 
Catholic Institute of Education
This Policy Framework for Catholic 
Schools incorporates the following key 
actions:

1. Adopting the new written Child 
Safeguarding Policy

2. Creating and maintaining a safe 
environment

3. Responding to suspected or 
alleged child abuse

4. Access to support and information

5. Training and support for keeping 
children safe

6. Communicating to all stakeholders 
the School’s child safeguarding policy

7. Monitoring the implementation of 
the standards

• On the 16th July 2018 the School 
organised a workshop for all teachers 
on the theme – “Preparing our Girls 
for Today, Tomorrow and the Future”.   

Mrs Judy Tate presented a personal 
testimonial of her experiences as 
a long standing teacher and past 
principal of Inanda Seminary High 
School for Girls.

A board member, Dr Kim Domingo, 
presented on the topic “Accepting 
each other”.

Dr Graham Codrington, author of 
Future Proof your Child and Mind 
the Gap, provided some scary, 
entertaining and remarkable insights 
into future scenarios based on the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution and 
Artificial Intelligence which will impact 
everyone including Maris Stella 
School.

Ethos & Religion 

Pursuant to the Holy Family Schools 
Conference on the 20th October 
2018, the school was inspired to 
identify and adopt a definition of the 
Ethos and Purpose of Maris Stella 
School.  The following definitions are 
under consideration -
• “The Ethos of Maris Stella School is 
the spirit of the school informed by 
the values of the Holy Family Sisters 
based on inclusivity and service which 
are evident in our culture, attitudes, 
symbols and practises which always 
reflect gospel values”;  and
• “The Purpose of Maris Stella School 
is to provide a modern educational 
experience in the context of its 
Catholic ethos which will enable our 
girls to learn in a faith environment 
which will enable them to go out and 
change the world”.
These definitions correlate closely with 
our School theme for 2018 namely 
“Empathy” and, in 2019 with the 
theme ”Quid Retribuam” (What shall I 
render, how shall I serve?).

We believe that our pupils should 
contribute to a better world where the 
golden rule is upheld, namely “Do 
unto others as you would have done 
unto you”.

The annual retreats are truly beneficial 
for our pupils.  The girls have an 
opportunity to bond with each other 
in a meaningful manner.  They also 
have the chance to grow and develop 
their spirituality as young women.
On the 15th August 2018, Maris Stella 
School participated in the annual 
“Sing with One Voice” event which 
was hosted at Maris Stella School for 
the first time.   This popular event was 
a most successful collaboration by 
various Catholic Schools in the greater 
Durban area.

I am confident that Maris Stella School 
is a school with Heart.   I hope that 
Maris Stella School will always remain 
a visible beacon of God’s goodness 
within the greater Durban community.  
I would like to thank Karen Bodley 
and her RE Department who, together 
with Father Peter Lafferty, have played 
a major role in the promotion of 
our School Ethos. They have been 
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encouraged and supported by Mrs 
Schmidt and Mrs Plumbley, who by 
their leadership from the front have 
ensured that this aspect of school life 
is actively pursued.
I record that a special Mass was 
celebrated on 2 July 2018, to 
celebrate the golden jubilee of 
Sister Colette’s profession as a Holy 
Family Sister. This joyful occasion was 
followed by a celebratory luncheon.

Education & Sport

It is only natural that great emphasis is 
placed on the education provided by 
Maris Stella School.  

• We are proud of our 2018 Matric 
results in which our girls achieved a 
100% Bachelor Degree entry pass.   It 
was pleasing to note that 28% of our 
girls attained 80% or more. Some 
58% of our girls achieved between 
70% and 80%, with 84% of our girls 
achieving between 60% and 70%.

• eBooks and technology in the 
classroom: We introduced our new 
eLibrary through the Wheelers 
Platform at the end of last year. 
Everyone from Grade 4 to 12 and 
the Staff are able to make use of the 
Library 24/7 from wherever they are.

• The Institute for Technology, 
Strategy and Innovation (ITSI) learning 
management platform is now in its 
third year of implementation. 
The platform allows pupils to access 
electronic content from their tablet 
devices as shared by their teachers. 
This content includes eBooks, 
documents, videos, an online 
calendar, and much more, including 
even online assessments and an 
analysis of the engagement in each 
subject. 
2018 was the first year that we rolled 
out this platform across the entire high 
school, and throughout the past year, 
we have seen the use of devices in the 
classroom further enhancing learning 
and teaching.

Maris Stella recognises that in a 
society where some schools do not 
even have furniture, stationery and 
textbooks, the use of a tablet device 
in the classroom is a huge privilege - a 
privilege that we do not take lightly. 
As such, our teachers are committed 
to making full use of these devices, 
wherever they make the learning 
process more effective for the pupils. 
We look forward to 2019 taking us 
even further in this endeavour.  

• This year coding will be taught to 
the Grade 3 – 7 girls in Computer 

lessons. Coding is also offered as an 
extramural.

• Umalusi is an Accreditation and 
Quality Control body which reports to 
both the Minister of Basic Education 
and the Minister of Higher Education 
and Training. Umalusi duly completed 
a comprehensive and successful audit 
of Maris Stella School in May 2018. 

Some of our sporting highlights 
include:

• The U14A Indoor Hockey team were 
unbeaten in 2018
• The Prep Water Polo team 
came 2nd at the DGC Invitational 
Tournament against schools from 
across the country
• A number of our Action Netball 
teams (U10A, U13A, U14, 1st team) all 
received medals last year
•  Our High School swimmers swam 
to an all time best of 4th place in the 
D&D A league
• Our prep B team swimmers came 
1st in the Co-Ed D & D last year.  They 
were promoted to a higher league 
and came 4th this year
• Of all KZN schools, Maris Stella has 
the highest representation in the KZN 
Springboard Diving team. Our divers 
have continued to walk away with 
age group trophies in all inter-schools 
diving competitions

On the coaching front we commend 
Jenna Shuker, our High School PE 
Teacher, who was once again selected 
to the SA Indoor Hockey side.
We have a new Water Polo coach, 
Levi Dannewitz who has played at a 
very high level.  He was also in charge 
of the Glenwood elite Water Polo 
squad and Levi has also coached 
internationally.

Conclusion

In conclusion, I can say with 
confidence that Maris Stella School is 
on course. Your School is well set to 
fulfil its primary role of educating fine 
young women for the future.
I would like to express my sincere 
congratulations and appreciation to 
everyone who has been involved in 
the well-being of Maris Stella School.
I commend all our staff including -
• Vusi Mchunu and his team for 
their loyalty, unheralded service and 
willingness always to go the extra 
mile.
• The Parents Association, ably 
and enthusiastically led by Carol 
Hollinshead, has really been superbly 
active launching many fundraising 
events. These events are opportunities 
for the school community to be 

involved and to join the fun and 
contribute to the funds!
• Our bursar, Carol Coubrough and 
all the administration staff for their 
consistent and unobtrusive hard work 
behind the scenes.
• The teachers for their dedication 
and professionalism.  It is very 
apparent that our teachers are all 
committed to their vocations and they 
enjoy being teachers at Maris Stella 
School.  They are the fabric of the 
institution.
• The Senior Management team which 
is ably lead by Mrs Joan Schmidt who 
is a positive leader who is always calm 
and approachable, together with Mrs 
Wendy Plumbley who is a sagacious 
and dedicated deputy. I thank them 
both for their counsel and leadership 
which makes it a pleasure to serve on 
the Board.
• The Board members, my colleagues, 
for their selfless service, dedication, 
advice, foresight and governance.   
Each Board member gives much time 
and energy to the School unstintingly.  
I wish you all many more years of 
satisfying service.  

Finally, 2019 is a year to celebrate 
a significant milestone – 120 years 
since the establishment of Maris 
Stella School.  I am confident that 
memorable celebrations are being  
planned.

I have heard it said that “Maris Stella 
is an undiscovered gem”.   I would 
add:  “ Yes indeed, a valuable gem 
and it is shining brightly.”
So I challenge Maris Stella School 
to move forward confidently and 
embrace our School motto : Suspice 
Confide – “ Look up and trust ”.

Paul Canter
Chairman
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Diligence: Awarded to girls in the 
Prep Phase who are conscientious, 
hardworking and display a positive 
attitude towards their school work. 
They have shown care and effort 
throughout the year, in 3 or more 
subjects:
 Jemma Smith

Progress: Awarded to girls in the Prep 
Phase who have shown the largest 
improvement in aggregate from Term 
2 to 4. Progress must have been made 
in three or more subjects. The following 
girls receive Progress Awards:       
 Erin Joseph
 Reese Weideman

Academic Achievement: Awarded to 
girls with a year aggregate of between 
80 and 84%.
 Tehillah Adonis
 Olivia Coppola
 Mishka Kassie
 Georgia King
 Amelia Manuel
 Divina Naicker
 Demia Pather
 Shakira Rampiari
 Monica Slinger
 Alaiza Theophilus

Academic Excellence: Awarded to girls 
who have received a year aggregate 
of 85% and above. The following 
girls have been awarded Academic 
Excellence:
 Paige Davies
	 Sofie	Francke
 Ritika Govind Ram
 Alitash Kalonji
 Anni Luo
 Naledi Manqele
 Neha Ramkissoon
 Julia Randelhoff
 Hannah Savage
 Gabriella Snyman
 Kayla Thackwray
 Erin Vermeulen

In Third Place and receiving an 
Academic Award for Excellence is    
 Emma Dix with an overall   
 average of 88.5% 

In Second Place and receiving an 
Academic Award for Excellence is    
 Raegan Brouard with an 
 overall average of 89.3%

In First Place and receiving an 
Academic Award for Excellence is   
 Emma Hudson with an overall  
 average of 90.1%

Diligence: The following girls have 
been awarded Diligence in Grade 5:
 Siphokazi Gumede
 Clara Millard
 Taschké Naidoo
 Nkambule Nkambule
 Shreya Ramouthar
 Madison Stewart

Progress: Awarded to the following 
Grade 5 girls: 
 Emily Killian
 Scarlett Solomon

Academic Achievement: Awarded to 
girls with a year aggregate of between 
80 and 84%.
 Thaleia Chetty
 Sophie Dixon
 Ella-Rose Gass
 Lenci Kiliswa
 LA-Dhiya Moodley
 Venice Omote
 Sophia Singh

In Third Place and receiving an award 
of Academic Excellence is 
 Juwharah Khan with an overall  
 aggregate of 82.6% 

In Second Place and receiving an award 
of Academic Excellence is 
 Eden Jordan with an   
 aggregate of 82.7%

In First Place and receiving an award for 
Academic Excellence is 
 Shreeya Naidoo with an   
 aggregate of 86.9%

Diligence: The following girls have 
been awarded Diligence in Grade 6:
 Gabriella Langlois

 Samaira Maharajh

Progress: Awarded to the following 
Grade 6 girls:
 Hannah Houston-McMillan
 Ntsako Mngoma

Commendable Work: In Grade 6 and 
7, Commendable Work Awards are 
given to girls who have received a year 
aggregate of between 75% and 79%. 
 Simran Chetty
 Paige De Bruin
 Allegra Jones
 Julia McAlister
 Zahra Pather
 Eyethu Shabangu
 Tanishtha Vaid

Academic Achievement: Awarded to 
girls with a year aggregate of between 
80 and 84%.
 Lufuno Chili
	 Mia	Francke
 Zandile Mkhize
 Geetali Moodley
 Yanga Ndlovu
 Hope Nightingale
 Kaitlyn Ramduth
 Naledi Ramokoena
 Tanith Tiltman

Academic Excellence: Awarded to girls 
who have achieved a year aggregate 
of 85% and above. The following 
girls have been awarded Academic 
Excellence:
 Amara Motala
 Mia Vlotman

In Third Place and receiving an award 
for Academic Excellence is   
 Amy Thackwray with an   
 aggregate of 88.2%

In Second Place and receiving an award 
for Academic Excellence is 
 Nicole Williams with an   
 aggregate of 89.2%

In First Place and receiving an award for 
Academic Excellence is 
 Irene An with an aggregate  
 91.5%

2018 PREPARATORY 
prize giving

grade 4

grade 5

grade 6
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Diligence: The following girls have 
been awarded Diligence in Grade 7:
 Georgia Caro
 Megan Cholwich
 Jaimee Coxwell
 Aimee Dunn
 Kwethu Dlamini
 Nyiko Mathe
 Yamkelani Nhlumayo
 Ryleigh Rutherford
 Kaylee Saunders

Progress: The following girls have been 
awarded Progress in Grade 7:
 Tara Lingard
 Ariana Naidoo
 Onke Msomi

Academic Achievement: Awarded to 
girls with a year aggregate of between 
80 and 84%.
 Ella Briant
 Tatum Brouard
 Cassidy Harris
 Théa Naidoo
 Raeven Phillips
 Rachael Shorey

Academic Excellence: Awarded to girls 
who have received a year aggregate of 
85% and above:
 Shaowen Chen
 Alessia Maingard
 Anathi Nene
 Saskya Ramdas
 Lauren Walsh

The Snoekie du Plessis Prep Choir 
Trophy goes to a choir member who 
exudes enthusiasm, displays a positive 
attitude and a real passion for Choir. 
She also understands the ethics of Choir 
work. This year, the award goes to   
 Brooklyn Linderboom

The Courtois Trophy for General 
Knowledge is awarded to the girl 
who achieved the highest mark in the 
General Knowledge Quiz. This year it  
goes to 
 Yanga Ndlovu

Subject prizes are awarded to the girls 
who achieved the highest mark in a 
subject, based on the year’s mark.

First in English, with a year mark of 
88% and the recipient of the Sister 
Jacquie Dormehl Memorial Trophy is  
 Robyn Aaron

First in Afrikaans, with a year mark of 
88% and the recipient of the Afrikaans 
Trophy is 
 Alice Charlton

First in isiZulu, with a year mark of 95% 
and the recipient of the Joel Peterson 
Trophy is 
 Samafuze Ngcobo

First in Mathematics, with a year mark 
of 92% and the recipient of the D.J 
Drake Trophy is 
 Robyn Aaron

First in Social Sciences, with a year 
mark of 90.5% and the recipient of the 
Social Sciences Trophy is 
 Anathi Nene

First in Natural Science, with a year 
mark of 93% and the recipient of the 
Bartholomew Trophy is 
 Alice Charlton

First in EMS, with a year mark of 91%, 
the recipient of the EMS Trophy is    
 Robyn Aaron

First in Art and Culture, with a year 
mark of 90% and the recipient of the 
Art and Culture Trophy is 
 Alessia Maingard

The Rama Asary Trophy for 
Excellence in Languages is awarded to 
a young lady who achieved the highest 
combined average in Languages. First 
in Languages, with a combined mark of 
86%, the recipient of the Rama Asary 
Trophy for Excellence in Languages is  
 Robyn Aaron

The Holy Family Trophy for Christian 
Leadership is awarded to a pupil who 
has shown Christian Leadership in the 

Prep School. This pupil is committed 
to her faith and to developing a closer 
relationship with God through her 
activities. She lives the faith that she 
professes by always being kind and 
considerate towards others and by 
setting an example of humility and love 
for one another. This year the award is 
shared between   
 Megan Cholwich and 
 Phoebe Rivalland

Drake Best All-Rounder Trophy was 
donated by Bruce Powers in memory 
of his grandmother, Francis Drake, 
who attended Maris Stella in 1904. 
She was a multi-talented young lady 
who involved herself fully in school life. 
For her talents both in and out of the 
classroom, the Drake Best All-Rounder 
Trophy for 2018 is awarded to 
 Robyn Aaron

Third Place in Grade 7, receiving a 
certificate of Academic Excellence is  
 Jamie Le Roux with an overall  
 aggregate of 88.4%

This year the Runner up to Dux 
(Proxime Accessit) is 
 Alice Charlton with an overall  
 aggregate of 88.6%

Junior Dux for 2018 is 
 Robyn Aaron with an   
 aggregate of 89%

Mike Beetar Memorial Trophy for 
Good Fellowship: When the Great 
Scorer comes to write against your 
name, he writes not whether you have 
won or lost but how you played the 
game. This award is determined purely 
from a vote by all the Grade 7 girls. The 
recipient of this most prestigious award 
received a majority of her peers’ votes. 
Our good fellow for 2018 is   
 Anathi Nene

prize giving
grade 7

grade 7 special awards
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Progress Awards:
 Laila Brand

Diligence:
 Paige Cox
 Nkazimulo Khumalo
 Jivana Pillay

Academic Achievement:
 Hannah Dix
 Alyssa Gass 
 Jemimah Gass
 Sophie Herman
 Tyla Loots
 Lisakhanya Maqubela
 Cara Message
 Bethany Moore
 Yashna Padayachee
 Wanga Ramenu
 Tyla Reen
 Pia Sooklal
 Tatum Stewardson
 Jannah Winter

Academic Excellence is awarded to girls 
who have received a year aggregate of 
85% and above.
 Rachel Hudson
 Nizole Mzileni   
 Sasthi Naidoo
 Bhavika Parmar

In Third Place and receiving an award for 
Academic Excellence is 
 Sian Trent

In Second Place and receiving an award for 
Academic Excellence is 
 Shasthi Naidoo

In First Place and receiving an award for 
Academic Excellence is 
 Jasmine Wylie

Progress Awards:
 Hanna Coppola

Diligence:
 Hannah Bullen
	 Sofia	Maingard
 Laura McAlister
 Diya Pather
 Sarah Proctor

Academic Achievement:
 Sophia Brink
	 Brooklynn	Fynn
 Joanne Gersbach
 Isabella Hislop
 Yuvika Lutchman
 Chloé Pillay
 Sarah Randelhoff

Academic Excellence is awarded to girls 
who have received a year aggregate of 
85% and above.
 Lauren Dobeyn
 Pooja Magan
 Talia Persadh
 Sonali Reathlall
 Kaitlynn Sitharam

In Third Place and receiving an award for 
Academic Excellence is 
 Julia Tostee
 Isla Wilson

In Second Place and receiving an award for 
Academic Excellence is 
 Kamishka Pather

In First Place and receiving an award for 
Academic Excellence is 
 Shristi Sooklal

Diligence:
 Kaylyn Asgeir-Nielsen

Certificate of Merit:  For those who 
achieved between 455-487 marks, an 
aggregate of 70%-74% based on the 
year’s work.
 Malaika Ahiwe
 Holly Davey
 Tayler Davie
 Yeshni Gounden
 Andiswa Gumbi
 Arham Khan
 Ashley Le Roux
 Keisha Moonasar
 Ufezile Mtolo
 Tia Munsamy
 Alayna Naidu
 Thandolwenkosi Nomvungu
 Bella-Donna Nwuwa
 Layla Pulvirenti
 Jemma Ross
 Chloë Van den Berg
 Hayley Wasserman

Academic Half-Colours:  For between
488-519 marks, an aggregate of
75%-79%.
	 Kristen	Folpini
 Bayanda Gumede 
 Arya Maharaj
 Yoliswa Mhlongo
 Kyra Murray
 LéKayler Murugan
 Kyla Stirling
 Noxolo Xolo

Academic Full Colours:  For between
520-552 marks, an aggregate of
80%-84%.
 Clio Gallo
 Hanna Khan
 Jody Ribbink
 Zinhle Sithole

Academic Honours:  For more than 553 
marks, an aggregate of 85% and above.
 Sinelihle Mncibi

In Third Place and receiving an 
award for Academic Honours is
 Demi Coskey  

In Second Place and receiving an 
award for Academic Honours is   
 Jessica Cholwich

In First Place and receiving an award for 
Academic Honours is 
 Shriyaa Sooklal 

Diligence:
 Aimee-Sera McLeod

Certificate of Merit: For those who 
achieved between 455-487 marks, an
aggregate of 70%-74% based on
the year’s work.
 Julia Blythe
 Maxine Butler
 Samishka Chetty
 Hannah Dingley
 Tyler Gabriel
 Tarryn Jackson
 Megan Lombard
 Lulu Mbanga
 Siyamthanda Mngoma
 Kaiya Naidu
 Ukhona Ngcongo
 Jessica Petzer

Academic Half-Colours:  For between
488-519 marks, an aggregate of
75%-79%.
 Jorja Ashford
 Hannah Constantine
 Chloé Garrioch
 Yadhasia Govender
 Bronwyn Harris
 Bianca Hooper
 Arielle Jack
 Tiana Singh

Academic Full Colours:  For between
520-552 marks, an aggregate of
80%-84%.
 Lucy Paynter
 Rebecca Standage

In Third Place and receiving an award for 
Academic Full Colours is 
 Kwazikwakhe Ndlovu

In Second Place and receiving an award for 
Academic Full Colours is    
 Survivor Gwala

Academic Honours:  For more than 553 
marks, an aggregate of 85% and above.

In First Place and receiving an award for 
Academic Honours is 
 Amy Randelhoff  

Certificate of Merit:  For those who
achieved between 455-487 marks, for an
aggregate of 70%-74% based on
the year’s work.
 Courtney Blandin de Chalain
 Catherine Dunn
 Tereka Glen
 Rachel Herrington
 Palesa Maloka
	 Megan	McFerren

2018 HIGH SCHOOL 
prize giving

grade 8

grade 9

grade 10

grade 11

grade 12
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 Lisantha Naidoo
 Laiken Spenceley
 Sarah-Jade Thomson
 Ashlyn Wheatley 
 Anathi Xaba

Academic Half-Colours:  For between
488-519 marks, an aggregate of
75%-79%.
 Tyra Iyer
 Claire Canter
 Sanele Dlamini
	 Tyra-Clé	Fynn
 Mayukha Govind Ram
 Ciarra Mooney
 Talia Nazar
 Dana Osborn
 Lesharia Pillay
 Mayukha Pillay

Academic Full Colours:  For between
520-552 marks, an aggregate of
80%-84%.
 Lila Heath
 Jordan Lambert
 Lerusha Naidoo

The Holy Family South African Centenary 
Trophy and book prize for the top overall 
pupil in English:
 Dana Osborn

The English Oral Trophy:
 Dana Osborn

The book prize for the top student in 
Advanced Programme English:  
 Rachel Herrington

The Verhoef Trophy for the Most 
Improved Student in Afrikaans:  
 Nidhi Govender

Afrikaans Trophy and book prize for the 
top pupil in Afrikaans:
 Lesharia Pillay

Afrikaans Oral Trophy:
 Lesharia Pillay

The Mkabayi Trophy for the most 
improved non-mother tongue speaker in 
isiZulu:
 Catherine Dunn

The Nokubonga Mhlongo Memorial 
Trophy and book prize for top pupil in 
isiZulu:
 Nolwazi Mfeka

isiZulu Oral Trophy - This award is shared 
between two pupils:
 Sanele Dlamini
 Nolwazi Mfeka

French Trophy and book prize for top 
pupil in French: 
 Tyra Iyer

The Elaine de Rauville Memorial Trophy 
for French Oral:
 Alessandra Meloni

The Marina de Rauville Trophy and book 
prize for the top pupil in Mathematical 
Literacy:
 Sabrina Pulvirenti

The Sister Gertrude Trophy and book 
prize for Mathematics:
 Lila Heath 

The Business Studies trophy and book 
prize sponsored by PWC for the top 
student in Business Studies:
 Jordan Lambert

The Archbishop Hurly Trophy and book 
prize for the top Life Sciences student: 
 Tereka Glen

The Michelle McBean Memorial 
Trophy for Accounting and book prize 
sponsored by PWC:
	 Megan	McFerren

Physical Sciences Trophy and book prize 
for the top pupil in Physical Science:  
 Lila Heath

Geography Trophy and book prize for 
the top pupil in Geography:
 Jordan Lambert

Carol Eichstadt Trophy for Mapwork:
 Lila Heath

History Trophy and book prize for the 
top pupil in History: 
 Ciarra Mooney

Consumer Studies Trophy and book prize 
for the top pupil in Consumer Studies, as 
well as the Consumer Studies Practical 
prize:  
 Courtney Blandin de Chalain

The Ashby-Sutherland Trophy for 
Excellence in Drama performance:
 Atara Jawahir

The Torrie Van Jaarsveldt Memorial 
Trophy for the Top pupil in Drama:
	 Tyra-Clé	Fynn

The International Sailors’ Society Trophy 
for the Most Improved student in 
Practical Art:
 Caitlin Steen

The Brigitta Gaylard Trophy for Art 
Practical, as well as The Gaylard Trophy 
for Art for the top student overall: 
 Dana Osborn

Life Orientation book prize and Trophy:
 Mayukha Pillay

The book prize for the top student in 
Music:
 Mayukha Pillay

The Music Trophy for the top student in 
Practical Music:
 Dhenishta Chetty

The Principal’s award to the Head Girl & 
Deputy Head Girls, for their service and 
contribution to the life of the school:
 Dana Osborn
 Jordan Lambert
 Anathi Xaba

The Maris Stella Old Girls’ 
Achievement Award: 
  Atara Jawahir

Contribution to the Senior Choir:
 Mayukha Pillay

The Eleanor Hough Trophy for 
Community Service:
 Tereka Glen

The Holy Family Trophy for Christian 
Leadership:
 Catherine Dunn

Rebecca Benn Award for Fortitude:
 Atara Jawahir

The Christine Scribante Memorial Trophy 
for exceptional diligence:
 Sanele Dlamini 
	 Megan	McFerren

The Emile Scott Macnab Trophy
for graciousness:
 Mayukha Govind Ram

The Esprit De Corps Trophy:
 Sinenhlanhla Khumalo

The Good Fellowship Award: Voted by 
the Grade 12 girls:
 Dana Osborn

Proxime Accessit (Runner-up To Dux):
 Jordan Lambert

The Top Academic Award, our 2016 Dux:
 Lila Heath

The Susan Keane Memorial Trophy for 
the Complete Maris Stella Girl: The 
recipient of this award has involved herself 
in the Academic, Cultural, Sporting and 
Community Service life of the school and 
has epitomised the ethos of Maris Stella. 
 Catherine Dunn

subjects awards

special awards
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Junior Athlete of the Year: 
 Carly Smith

Senior Athlete of the Year: 
 Caitlyn Gooding

Junior Athlete of the Year: 
 Ella-Rose Gass

Senior Athlete of the Year:
 Alyssa Gass

Senior Player of the Year: 
 Survivor Gwala

U14 Player of the Year: 
 Ilse Southey

U14 Anchor Award: 
 Sophie Herman 

U16 Player of the Year: 
 Holly Chelin 

U16 Anchor Award: 
 Andria van der Linde

Open Player of the Year: 
 Laiken Spenceley

Open Anchor Award: 
 Kelsey Wassink

U10 Most Promising: 
 Kayla Thackwray

U10 Anchor Award:
 Hannah Savage

U11 Most Promising: 
 Venice Omote

U11 Anchor Award:
 Addison Miskey

U13 Most Promising:
 Tannah Smith

U13 Anchor Award: 
 Ryleigh Rutherford
 Amy Thackwray

U14 Player of the Year:
 Isabella Halstead 

U14 Anchor Award: 
 Rebecca	Fouquereaux

U16 Player of the Year: 
 Sarah Proctor 

U16 Anchor Award: 
 Caitlyn Gooding

Open Player of the Year: 
 Megan Lombard

Open Anchor Award: 
 Talia Nazar 

Goalkeeper of the Year: 
 Limakatso Ramokoena

U10 Most Promising: 
 Kayla Thackwray 

U10 Anchor Award:
 Gabriella Snyman

U11 Most Promising:
 Thaleia Chetty

U11 Anchor Award:
 Shreeya Naidoo 

U12 Most Promising:
 Mia Vlotman

U12 Anchor Award:
 Sienna Swan
 Carly Smith 

U13 Most Promising: 
 Nasipha Dlamini
 Nyiko Mathe 

U13 Anchor Award: 
 Olwethu Mkhize 

U14 Player of the Year: 
 Megan Schroeder

U14 Anchor Award: 
 Chloe Morrow

U16 Player of the Year: 
 Malaika Ahiwe

U16 Anchor Award: 
 Zinhle Sithole

Open Player of the Year:
 Anathi Xaba

Open Anchor Award: 
 Survivor Gwala
 Sinenhlanhla Khumalo

Player of the Year: 
 Zinhle Sithole

Anchor Award: 
 Amy Randelhoff
 Brooklyn Chislett
 Tyla Loots

Senior Player of the Year: 
 Jenna O’Brien

Senior Anchor Award:
 Rachel Hudson

Junior Player of the Year:  
 Rebecca Naudé
 
Junior Anchor Award:
 Amy Lourens

Prep Diver of the Year: 
 Mackenzie van Niekerk

Senior Diver of the Year: 
 Kayla Colby

Swimmer of the Year: 
 Robyn Aaron

Anchor Award: 
 Kayci Petzer
 Hannah Savage

athletics

cross country

badminton

indoor hockey

outdoor hockey

SPORTS AWARDS 
2018

netball

soccer

softball

springboard diving

swimming - prep
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Swimmer of the Year:
 Tatum Botha

Anchor Award:
 Kaylyn Asgeir-Nielsen
 Megan Lombard

Player of the Year:
 Kaitlyn Ramduth

Anchor Award:
 Amy Chelin

Most Promising: 
 Sophia Singh

Junior Most Promising: 
 Tannah Smith

Junior Anchor Award: 
 Jaime Robinson

U16 Player of the Year:
 Isabella Halstead
 Ilse Southey

1st Team Player of the Year: 
 Cerin Vaughan

1st Team Anchor Award: 
 Megan Lombard

Paige Davies - Team Swimming, 
Netball, Hockey, Athletics, Water 
Polo
Aimee Dunn - Team Swimming, 
Hockey, Netball, Softball, Cross 
Country
Ella-Rose Gass - Netball, Team 
Swimming, Hockey, Athletics, Cross 
Country 
Emma Hudson - Team Swimming, 
Netball, Hockey, Water Polo, Cross 
Country, Athletics
Julia McAlister - Team Swimming, 
Team Tennis, Hockey, Water Polo, 
Cross Country, Athletics 
Venice Omote - Team Swimming, 
Hockey, Water Polo, Athletics, Cross 
Country 
Hannah Savage - Team Swimming, 
Netball, Hockey, Water Polo, Cross 
Country, Athletics
Carly Smith - Netball, Team 
Swimming, Athletics, Water Polo, 
Cross Country 
Jemma Smith - Team Swimming, 
Hockey, Athletics, Cross Country, 
Water Polo
Tannah Smith - Hockey, Team 
Swimming, Water Polo, Cross 
Country, Athletics 
Gabriella Snyman - Team Swimming, 
Netball, Hockey, Water Polo, Cross 
Country, Athletics

Amy Thackwray - Team Swimming, 
Hockey, Netball, Cross Country, 
Water Polo
Kayla Thackwray - Team Swimming, 
Netball, Hockey, Water Polo, Cross 
Country, Athletics
Mia Vlotman - Team Swimming, 
Hockey, Netball, Athletics, Water 
Polo 

Claudia Coppola - Action and 
Outdoor Netball, Swimming, Soccer
Survivor Gwala - Netball, Hockey, 
Badminton, Softball, Soccer
Megan Schroeder - Netball, 
Swimming, Water Polo, Soccer

South African Karate Team:
 Aimee Dunn
 Nyska Jagasur
 
South African Tennis Team:
 Kaitlyn Ramduth
 
South African Synchronised
Swimming Team:
 Mia Blythe
 
South African Level 3 Swimming
Championships:
 Kaylyn Asgeir-Nielsen
 
KZN Action Netball Team:
 Kwethu Dlamini
 Nasipha Dlamini
 Nyiko Mathe
 Mia Vlotman
 
KZN Athletics Team:
 Carly Smith
 
KZN Diving Team:
 Jaimee Coxwell
 Aimee Dunn
 Megan Grout
 Mackenzie van Niekerk
 
KZN Duathlon Team:
 Jemimah Gass
 
KZN Gymnastics Union:
 Raegan Brouard
 Babalwa Mkhize
 Théa Naidoo
 Leah Saib
 Ashleigh Prinsloo
  
KZN Hockey Team:
 Tannah Smith (U13B)
 Isabella Halstead (U14A)
 
KZN Karate Team:
 Gabriella Alessandri
 Chloé Pillay
 
KZN Soccer Team:

Zinhle Sithole 
(U16 Non Travelling Reserve)

 

KZN Softball Team:
 Jenna O’Brien (KZN A)
 Samishka Chetty (KZN B)
 Caitlyn Gooding (KZN B)
 
KZN Stillwater Lifesaving Team:
 Keli Reynolds
 
KZN U14 Surf & Stillwater 
Lifesaving Team:
 Tatum Botha
 Tannah Smith
 
KZN Swimming Team:
 Robyn Aaron
 Tatum Botha
 Cara Message
 Kayci Petzer
 
KZN Water Polo Team:
 Tannah Smith (U13 Non-  
 Travelling Reserve)
 Isabella Halstead (U14A)
 Ilse Southey (U14A)
 Kaylyn Asgeir-Nielsen (U15A)
 Georgia Erskine (U16A)
 Megan Lombard (U16A)
 
KZN Water Polo Currie Cup Team:
 Cerin Vaughan

Grade 4 -  Hannah Savage and  
  Jemma Smith 
Grade 5 -  Nyska Jagasur
Grade 6 -  Carly Smith 
Grade 7 -  Tannah Smith 
Grade 8 -  Tatum Botha
Grade 9 -  Mia Blythe
Grade 10 -  Caitlyn Gooding
Grade 11 -  Megan Lombard
Grade 12 -  Cerin Vaughan

 Megan Lombard

swimming - high school

tennis

water polo

all-rounder awards - prep

ALL-ROUNDER AWARDS - HIGH SCHOOL

PROVINCIAL/NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

BEST IN AGE GROUP TROPHIES

SPORTS WOMAN OF THE YEAR FOR 2018
AND OVERALL VICTRIX LUDORUM
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Most Promising:
 Robyn Aaron
 Chloe Loumeau 

Anchor Award:
 Shaowen Chen
 Mikaela Davies
 Megan Grout
 Alessia Maingard
 Théa Naidoo

Artist of the Year:
 Jamie le Roux

Most Promising Performer:
 Kwethu Dlamini
 Olivia Elliot
 Zandile Mkhize
 Onke Msomi

Anchor Award:
 Kaela-Shane Manikam
 Nyiko Mathe
 Yamkelani Nhlumayo 
 Tannah Smith

Performer of the Year:
 Raeven Phillips

Most Promising Choir:
 Onke Nzimande
 Erin Vermeulen

Certificate of Recognition:
 Irene An

Anchor Award:
 Tatum Brouard
 Alice Charlton
 Emily Charlton
 Aimee Dunn
 Zandile Mkhize
 Maya Moggee 
 Naledi Ramokoena
 Rachael Shorey

Performer of the Year:
 Brooklyn Linderboom

Most Promising Debator:
 Alice Charlton 

Anchor Award:
 Ciajal Maharaj

Speaker of the Year:
 Raeven Phillips

Most Promising Artist:
 Maxine Butler
 Holly Nightingale
 Bhavika Parmar
 Sarah Saunders

Anchor Award:
 Holly Davey
 Bianca Hooper
 Ciarra Mooney
 Talia Persadh 

Junior Artist of the Year:
	 Brooklyn	Fynn

Senior Artist of the Year:
 Dana Osborn

Certificate of Recognition:
 Grace Symington
 Kaylee Walker
 Jasmine Wylie

Anchor Award:
 Dayna Miller

Half Colours:
 Brenna Tooley 
 
Full Colours:
 Jody Ribbink 

Honours:
 Tayla Morrow
 
Dancer of the Year:
 Tayla Morrow

Anchor Awards:
 Hannah Bullen
 Zilungile de Wet
 Londizwe Khathi
 Yuvika Lutchman
 Dayna Miller
 Jenna O’Brien

Most Promising Junior Performer:
 Jaime Theron 

Most Promising Senior Performer:
 Julia Blythe
 Lucy Paynter 

Half Colours:
 Sesiphiwe Zwane 

Colours:
 Rachel Herrington
 Atara Jawahir

Honours:
 Maxine Butler

Junior Performer of the Year:
 Sophia Brink 

Senior Performer of the Year:
 Maxine Butler

Certificate of Recognition:
 Sinempilo Khathi

Most Promising Performer:
 Jamie Livingstone

Anchor Award:
 Mayukha Pillay
 
Full Colours:
 Dhenishta Chetty
 Daniéle Clayton
 Ukhona Ngcongo
 Mayukha Pillay

Performer of the Year:
 Dhenishta Chetty

Certificate of Recognition:
 Kamishka Pather
 Shristi Sooklal
 Shriyaa Sooklal

Most Improved:
 Sanele Dlamini
 
Most Promising:
 Jody Ribbink 

Anchor Awards:
 Alisha Chutarpal
 Rachel Hudson
 Bronwyn Harris
 Lulu Mbanga 

Junior Speaker of the Year:
 Shristi Sooklal

Senior Speaker of the Year:
 Shriyaa Sooklal

art

CULTURAL AWARDS 
2018prep - grades 4-7

drama

music

public speaking

art
high school - grades 8-12

dance

drama

music

public speaking
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“Every time I go to JAM, I’m 
amazed by the things I find”

www.jamclothing.co.za

Head Office: 031 303 9670

I’M 
SHARING
THE GOOD 

NEWS

Hayley Wylie 

084 817 0795
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Pre-school 
Outreach report

The Pre-school has continued to 
support the Mary Asher and St 
Gabriel’s homes this year. The 
elderly folk there are very dear to 
us, as we have built our relationship 
with them over the years.  They 
look forward to our visits and 
thoroughly enjoy the entertainment 
our girls provide. They also love the 
interaction they have with our little 
girls.

Each class had an opportunity to 
visit the homes this year, and on 
two occasions our buses brought 
the folk to school to watch our 
Grandparents’ day as well as our 
Christmas concert. For some of the 
residents there, these outings are 
the highlight of their year.

We are so grateful to the families in 
the Pre-school for supporting this 
outreach project each week through 
their silver coin donations for Funky 
Food on Fridays. This year these 
weekly donations have enabled us 
to make a substantial contribution 
towards a new washing machine for 
the home.

Thank you Pre-school – your 
commitment to this project is 
making a difference in people’s 
lives.

Pre-School Art

Pre-School 

24
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Grade 000 - Blue Group

Grade 00 - Red Group
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First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 
Fourth Row:

Adila Akoo, Abbey Gradidge, Tuduetso Masilo, Saira Naidoo, Rachel Scott, Mahi Ramdutt, Isabella Seymour, Sienna Naidoo
Arrabella Purnell, Linesihe Ngubane, Thingo Mhlongo, Isla Elliott
Mrs Kopke, Mahi Ramkissoon, Ayamaah Mazibuko, Kirsha Naidu
Zanemvula Khanyile, Cassidy Innes, Mika Stead, Ava Chetty, Sarah Cruickshank, Eliorah Kalonji

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 
Absent:

Samara Chathuri, Liyana Seedat, Hannah Lathleiff, Olivia Steytler, Caitlyn Lowe, Mackenzie Schoonberg, Jackie Joseph
Amara Chukwu, Kaylee Ferreira, Israa Lulu Patel, Isabella Napier, Katy Bowyer, Mia Joubert
Mrs Grunewald, Lâle Algir, Taeya Ragaven, Lubanzi Luthuli, Jenna Noordman, Hannah Draai, Gabriella Klynsmith, Sophia Joubert
Scarlet Caine



First Row: Kamisha Naicker, Azraa Asmal, Zenande Nxumalo, Alexandra Walters, Olwethu Mazula, Isabella Van Staden, 

Kahra Sheoprosad, Aurya Rodrigues
Second Row: Mrs Crick, Mackenzie Payne, Anele Ndlovu, Lethabo Maringa, Tori Morgan, Leah LeCourt de Billot, Jumeirah Chandermun

Third Row: Mulo Mthembu, Alexa Engelbrecht, Kristen Persadh, Zoe Napier, Kyra Chetty

Absent: Ella Luo

Grade R - Green Group

Grade R - Yellow Group
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First Row:

Second Row:
Third Row: 
Absent:

Kamisha Naicker, Azraa Asmal, Zenande Nxumalo, Alexandra Walters, Olwethu Mazula, Isabella Van Staden, 
Kahra Sheoprosad, Aurya Rodrigues
Mrs Crick, Mackenzie Payne, Anele Ndlovu, Lethabo Maringa, Tori Morgan, Leah LeCourt de Billot, Jumeirah Chandermun
Mulo Mthembu, Alexa Engelbrecht, Kristen Persadh, Zoe Napier, Kyra Chetty
Ella Luo

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 
Fourth Row:

Mikayla Naidoo, Ava Morrow, Taylor Peters, Cara Paulus, Sienna Davenhill, Sianna Govinden, Peyton Matthews, Jordan Francis
Brooklyn Chite, Slowen Hulley, Madison Cole, Oriah Joffe
Mrs Hardwick, Ifeoma Edeh, Unam Mukendi, Thando Mseleku, Drew Gild 
Azande Mavuso, Sabelwe Gumede, Katriellah Kalonji, Alexis Boyers, Emma Chetty, Ayakha Hlabisa, Emma Conde



Celebrating Our Heritage!

Following the Path 
He Set For Us

Pretty in Pink

Praising our Lord

Friends 
= Fun
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Dads and 
Daughters

Mothers’ Day
Teddy Bears Picnic

28
Page kindly sponsored by 

Callie and Cara Paulus



Grandparents’ Day

Easter Detectives 
on the hunt!
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Christmas 
Concert
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Guide Dog Society SA 

The Guide Dog Society of SA were truly amazed to 
receive the wonderful donation of R9 050 from the 
Maris Stella Grade 1 girls this year. This donation 
enables the society to train 2 puppies. 

Ane and Jan from the society came to visit our girls 
in Term 1 and 4. They brought 2 guide dogs with 
them, Daisy and Cola, a black Labrador and a Golden 
Retriever. Although the girls loved patting and 
hugging the dogs they were told that when a guide 
dog has its harness on, they must never touch it, as it 
is a working dog and should be treated as such.

They told the girls how very grateful they were for 
the donation and just how the money would be used 
as “school fees” to train the puppies. A guide dog 
puppy starts its training when it is 3 days old and 
takes 2 years to train. The dogs always belong to the 
Guide Dog Society, however, for a mere R5 a blind 
person is able to “rent” a puppy from them.

woof
     woof!

32

Welcome to 

Grade-One

Grade 1 Charity Report

First Day of 
Grade 1



First Row:
Second Row:

Third Row: 

Fourth Row:

Anele Dlamini, Milla Arbizu, Emily Nevette
Sabrina Pulvirenti (Mentor), Kuvira Lutchman, Inés Canciani, Taliyah Chetty, Mrs Sykes, Gabrielle Abrahams, Kayden Coffin-Grey, 
Rayya Akoo, Ciara Van Der Westhuizen (Mentor)
Georgia de Gee, Whitney Goldstone, Jessica Cruickshank, Hlelolwenkosi Mthembu, Aliyah Pillay, Hlelolwenkosi Gumede, 
Grace Campbell Barnard, Abigail Ewing 
Keona Naicker, Athlegang Mafoko, Jiya Govender, Deborah Adegunloye, Mnotho Nzimande, Ayabonga Dlamini, Emihle Mavuso

I love my school. I like 
playtime

Grace Campbell 
Barnard

I am happy to be in this school, 

I love my friends.

Deborah Adegunloye

I like religion and mass and the school jungle gym.
Milla Arbizu

I love Maris Stella. I like music.
Rayya Akoo 

I love my teacher. Shes the best 
teacher in the world. I love Mrs 
Sylvester so much she gives us 

sweets.

Anele Dlamini  

I like to play with my 

friends at school.

Jiya Govender 

I like Maris Stella because 

they gave me a lovely 
teacher.

Taliyah Chetty

My school is amazing and the 

thing I love is music.

Athlegang Mafoko  

I love my school. I have a lot of friends and we have fun on the jungle gym.
Ayabonga Dlamini 

My school is great. 
I love it!

Abigail Ewing 

I like my principal Mrs Schmidt.

I like my teacher 

Mrs Sylvester.

Whitney Goldstone 

I love Maris Stella and I love Grade 1 and 
I love my friends.
Emihle Mavuso 

What I like about Maris 

Stella is break.

Aliyah Pillay 

Maris Stella is nice and 
especially my friends and 
my principal. Her name is 

Mrs Schmidt.
Kuvira Lutchman   

My school is a great school and all of our teachers 
are caring.

Hlelowenkosi 
Mthembu 

I love my Maris Stella 
friends and school 
and teachers and 

everything.

Georgia 
de Gee  

I like my school. I play with my 
friends on the jungle gym and I have lunch.Kayden Coffin-Grey 

My school is nice and my principal Mrs Schmidt and teachers and friend are also 
nice.

Hlelowenkosi Gumede  

I love my teacher because she loves me and I love my friends. The end.Kamisha Naicker  

I love something so much and 
it is Mrs Sylvester and she is 

the best teacher in the 
whole entire world.

Keona Naicker 

Maris Stella is lovely to 

go to. Grade 1 is nice. 

I build houses with my 

friend Anele.

Emily Nevette 

I love Maris Stella. I love my 
friends and my teacher and my principal, Mrs Schmidt.Mnotho Nzimande 

I have so many friends. Your 

friends are good friends at 

Maris Stella.

Inės Canciani 
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OUR BUSY LIVES!

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 
Fourth Row:
Absent:

Rhea Mark, Ava Dreyer, Daniella Van Wyk
Tanvi Komal, Sarah Conde, Mrs Pearce, Hayshalia Moodley, Kaylin Techet (Mentor), Sophia King, Emma Fynn
Alana Jewan, Neo Mokoena, Sophia Patinios, Jessica Savage, Ntsepile Lekena, Jessica Buckley, Baylie Hayes, Joelle Masumbuko 
Jecholiah Chetty, Vrishti Badree, Ella Vermeulen, Tariro Chipungu, Addison Wilson, Mila Harris, Kanimambo Mathe
Zahra Patel

I had a sleep over with Jess. We 
made slime and then we made 

cupcakes. My cupcake exploded 
in the oven. On Sunday I went to 
Nippers and I went in the water.  

Mila Harris
On Saturday I went out for 

breakfast. It was the best breakfast 
ever. On Sunday I went to my 

Granny’s house. We went in the 
pool. Me and my cousin jumped in 

the deep end. 
Jessica Buckley

On Saturday I went to the shops 
to buy my mom a new hair brush. 

Then my mom gave me a gift. 
It was a phone watch. Then on 
Sunday I had a sleepover with 
Lana. We made a tent with the 

chairs.  
Joelle Masumbuko

On Friday we went on holiday 
and we played in the house. Then 
we went on a game drive. It was 
a lot of fun at the holiday house. 
The next day we went on another 
game drive and the next day we 
went home. Then we played with 

the rats.  
Sarah Conde

I went to the pet shop and got 
my bearded dragon. While they 

were setting up the tank we went 
walking to the shops. The next day 

I was playing with it.  
Sophia Patinios

I went to the hospital for my ankle. 
They put this thing on my finger 
and it checked my heart beat. I 
went for an x-ray with my mom.  

Alana Jewan
On Sunday I went to my granny’s 
house. I had fun and I gave my 

gran a hug.   
Neo Mokoena

On Sunday I went to Gateway and 
I saw Sarah. There was a new place 
with climbing walls and trampolines. 

I went on the climbing walls.  
Hayshalia Moodley

I went to Bayette Zulu. I saw a 
warthog and a lion and nyala. Then 

I went home and I was getting 
ready for the night drive.  

Ava Dreyer
I went to my cousins house. Me and 

my cousins were swimming.  
Ntsepile Lekena

On Sunday I went to the colouring 
in competition. I won the 

competition and I got ice-cream.  
Daniella Van Wyk

My mom went away and we had 
pizza. It was yummy. Then my 

brother was annoying me in the car.  
Tariro Chipungu

On Friday I went to my aunty’s 
house and my cousin Liam and I 
watched Teen Wolf. It is a horror 

movie. Then I went home. I 
freshened up because I was going 
to my grandpa’s house. I had pizza 
and then I went home. On Saturday 
I went to my cousin’s concert and 
then I went to the Maris Stella tea, 
I played with Madison. On Sunday 
it was my aunty’s birthday and my 
family came over. I played with my 
cousin, we played lots of games.  

Emma Fynn

On Saturday my mom came from 
London. She bought a lot of stuff. 

Then we went home with my 
grandmother.  

Jecholiah Chetty 

On Saturday I went to the shops 
and then I went home. On 

Sunday my dad’s parents left to 
go to Australia. My dad was sad.  

Addison Wilson

On Saturday my mom and sister 
went to tea. Then me and my 

dad stayed at home and played 
games. It was super fun. We 
played Watch dogs and Link 

games. It was the best thing for 
me and dad. Then after that we 
went to pick up mom and Erin.

Ella Vermeulen 

Grandpa bought me a new set of 
Monopoly. It is a really fun game. 
I love playing it with my brother 

and Pretty.     
Zahra Patel

I went with my mom, and my 
dad and my sister to Plan B to 
have ice-cream. Then we went 

home. Me and my sister swam in 
the pool. I played Cross Road on 
the TV. Then it was night and me 
and my sister had ice-cream for 
dessert. My dad read me a story 
and then I went to bed. Then the 

next day I woke up.   
Sophia King

On Friday after school I went 
home and changed for the 

Westville Market. We bumped 
into Tanvi and I squeezed her, 
then we had supper together. I 
had chocolate ice-cream. When 
we left we didn’t stop hugging 
each other. On Saturday I went 
to Blue Zoo because it was my 

aunty’s birthday. I did sand art, a 
parrot and a mermaid.   

Rhea Mark

On Sunday we had a braai and 
everyone came. Then I watched 
TV and ate meat. It was good. 

My cousin came but my brother 
had to go to a party. I had lots 

of fun.
Vrishti Badree 

On Saturday I went to Nippers 
and the sea was choppy. We ran 
a lot and after Nippers Mila came 
to my house for a playdate. We 
swam in my pool and when we 
were finished we had a bath.   

Jessica Savage

On Saturday we went to the 
movies and we watched The 

Nutcracker. We ate lots of 
popcorn. Then we went shopping 
for swimming costumes because 

we are going to Mauritius. 
Tanvi Komal

I got a new puppy and it was a 
tea cup dog. It was very small. 

Me and my sister had to do poop 
duty. My dog’s name is Hulk.  

Baylie Hayes

I went to my grans house. We 
played Tag. We played with my 
dog. On Sunday it was my little 
sister’s birthday. We had some 

cake. It was lots of fun.  
Kanimambo Mathe

Page kindly sponsored 
by Grade 1P
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Animal  Farm Fun!

Grade 1 ART



This year Grade 2 girls supported 
TREE: Training and Resources in Early 
Education, in Springfield.

“TREE is a non-profit organisation 
that specialises in Early Childhood 
Development, resource and training. 
Tree’s mission is to promote quality 
holistic Early Childhood Development 
and care for children ages 0-4 years. 
The TREE training programme seeks to 
develop and empower fledging, under-
resourced, marginalised ECD sites 
develop into sustainable, quality early 
childhood education.”
- TREE website

Mrs Dalton, Miss Soper and Mrs 
Sylvester kept in close contact with the 
charity throughout the year and did 
their best to ensure that the products 
collected were both needed and 
necessary. 

In the first term we concentrated on 
collecting our Baker-baker money, 
so that we could use this to buy the 
charity some big items for Christmas. 
Both classes did very well and overall 
the Grade 2 girls collected R5967! We 
then put this money towards buying 
hoola hoops, bowls for serving lunch, 
two pots for cooking, games and 
learning resources. We also bought 
their 88 children some goodies to 
add to their gifts.

Over Terms 2, 3 and 4 we collected 
various items, such as non-perishable 
foods, recyclable goods to be used at 
the centre to make toys, toiletries and 
child friendly gifts which we added to 
the shoe boxes at the end of the year. 
We delivered these items in stages 
throughout the year to TREE. 

The Grade 2 girls were lucky enough 
to visit the charity twice. In the first 
term they had the opportunity to see 
how toys and resources were made 
from recyclable goods and how their 
collections were being put to good 
use. In the fourth term, the girls had 
to the opportunity to visit the charity 
again and meet some of the children 
they support. Towards the end of the 
fourth term the items bought were 
handed over and each child was 
given a Christmas gift.

Each Maris Stella girl was handed 
a certificate of recognition for their 
support over the year. 
TREE has been so grateful for the 
donations this year.

grade two charity report
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Prey Sanctuary



My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
going to Music every week. - A u l e s i a

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
making the swimming team. I love 
swimming. 
- C a s e y

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
doing Art on a Friday. - K e i ra

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
doing Art on a Friday. - K a ra

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
doing work and learning new things. 
- Z a n da

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
having a wonderful teacher, Mrs Dalton. 
- V a e da  F a e

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
doing Drama on a Friday. - R u b y

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
doing Art on a Friday. - N a ta l i e

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
having Mrs Dalton as my teacher and doing 
Art on a Friday. - Emma

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was doing 
Numeracy. - N a l u t h a n do

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
having the best teacher in the world and 
making new friends. - L i l y-B e a n

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
discovering new things and learning about 
hundreds, tens and units. - A n i ta

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
having a kind teacher, Mrs Dalton. - 
N o l i n da

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
having the best teacher in the whole world, 
Mrs Dalton.- L e a h 

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was doing 
Music and Drama every week. - S a i a n e

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
having the best teacher in the world and 
making new friends. - M a d i s o n

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was doing 
Drama every Friday and learning Afrikaans. 
- Am i

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was having 
the best teacher, Mrs Dalton.  - T e a g a n

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was having 
a kind teacher, Mrs Dalton. - K r i y a

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was doing 
Art on a Friday. - R av a n i k a

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was going 
on outings and learning new things. - 
Z i n a t h i

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was having 
a kind teacher and doing Drama every 
Friday.  - L i l y- G ra c e

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was having 
a kind teacher and doing Drama, Art and 
Music. Everything really!! ! - H o p e
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My FAVOURITE things about Grade 2D...

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 
Fourth Row:

Kriya Ragaven, Naluthando Mbelu
Teagan Pugen, Vaeda Fae Harverson, Nolinda Mqadi, Mrs Dalton, Zinathi Sabelo, Madison Pearce, Lily-Grace Schwartz
Lily-Bean Mc Mahon, Keira Emmanuel, Ami Phiri, Casey Collett, Emma Lane, Zanda Gumede, Kara Gibson, Natalie Joseph
Ravanika Reddy, Ruby Jones, Leah Murugasen, Saiane Naicker, Anita Moonsamy, Aulesia Appanna, Hope Stirton



Adventures at
             Tin ShedReptile Talk

Heritage Day

What’s
cookin’?

Grade 2
ART
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My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
being with all my friends and helping 
each other. - A u re l i a

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
our fun baking classes. - C am i l l a

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
learning how to do soldier sums in 
Maths. - S aman t h a

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
our fun baking lessons.  - Av a

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
all the exciting outings that we went 
on. - A r i y a

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
doing art and our computer lessons.
- O ’ H a ra

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
when half the class went to tennis 
and the other half did fun activities 
together.  - J i l l

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was going 
on a fun trip to the African Bird of Prey 
Sanctuary and all s inging together on the 
bus ride home. - S o p h i e 

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was going 
on fun outings and making new friends. - 
S h r i y a

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
learning new things and going on exciting 
outings. - S h i l o h

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was our 
lovely class. - L e i l a

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
learning new things and playing with my 
friends. - A n e l e

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
learning about new things. - F a n e lwe

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was going 
on our outings and doing art. - N a l e d i

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
spending time with Miss Soper. - L e s y a

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was doing 
fun art activities.  - C a l l i e

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was my 
nice teacher and all my friends. - G i s e l l e

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was our 
art activities.  - A u ro ra

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was our 
computer lessons and doing art. - F a ra h

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was 
learning new things. - M i l a 

My favourite thing about Grade 2 was being 
with all of my friends. - R i l e y

 

My FAVOURITE things about Grade 2s...
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First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 
Absent:

Callie Paulus, Anele Mkhize, Miss Soper, Ariya Chandermun, Nidhi Govender (Mentor), Naledi Nthedi, Farah Seedat
Aurelia Appanna, Aurora Rose, Ava Breytenbach, Giselle Ramsamy, Camilla Bond, Fanelwe Myeni, Shiloh Joubert, Lesya Pather 
Riley Weideman, Shriya Harridaw, Sophie Grunewald, Leila Kalidin, Samantha Bowyer, O’Hara de Jager, Mila Stirton
Jill Dembaremba



“The Domino Foundation is a 
registered NPO and PBO with a desire 
to see individuals and communities 
within South Africa living in dignity, 
justice, hope and purpose. Through 
7 focused community transformation 
initiatives, Domino directly impacts the 
lives of thousands of individuals daily, 
across KZN and The Western Cape. 
Over the past decade, The Domino 
Foundation has witnessed the power 
of the #DominoEffect as changed lives 
continue to change generations.”

The vision of the Domino Babies 
Home, one of the Domino Foundation’s 
programmes, is to provide a safe, 
loving and nurturing environment for 
abandoned babies and toddlers before 
their being adopted into a loving family 
unit.  Once again our Grade 3 girls and 
their families supported this very worthy 
cause, which is based in Durban North. 
The children in this facility come from 
all over Kwa-Zulu Natal and are placed 
in this loving home by Durban Child 
Welfare until they can find their forever 
homes.

Each month, our girls collected items of 
non-perishable food which we took to 
the Babies Home throughout the year.

The Domino Foundation also run a 
school sandwich project, distributing 
sandwiches at needy schools where 
children would normally not have any 
food.  During their visit to the Babies 
Home, armed with many loaves of 
bread, butter and peanut butter (and 
boat loads of enthusiasm!) our girls 
made lots and lots of sandwiches and 
had great fun playing with the children.

Thank you to all our parents and girls 
for their willing and generous support 
over the year.  Our girls loved being 
able to make a tangible difference in 
the lives of these children.  In the words 
of St. Francis of Assisi, “For it is in 
giving that we receive.”

grade three charity report
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Crafts
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Slipper Day

Sunflower Fund Day

Grade 3 Art



Making friends and that everyone was 
so nice - Madison

My best part is my best friends Stacy, 
Madi, Emi and Caitlyn I, when we 
play together - Leia

My best part of Grade 3 was when 
Lareina came to Maris Stella and 
I didn’t even realise she was there - 
Faye 

Pirates vs Mermaids because I was a 
main part - Layla

Wearing civvies and having parties 
with my friends and teacher - Amahle

All the nice teachers and outings we 
go on! - Cameron

“Suela because people we didn’t know 
well are now our BFFs and when we 
went in the mud. Also when Mrs D let 
us sit with our friend.”  - Sonal

The lovely teachers Mrs Baird and 
Mrs D. They can help you with any 
kind of help. They are so supportive, 
we all love them. Hope the next 3BD 
girls love them as much as we did  - 
Caitlin

When Lareina came - Emma

My best part is my best friends and 
our outing and everything - Caitlyn

My friends, teachers and Suela - 
Larieina

Having best teachers and friends.- 
Londiwe

When we went to Suela - Tumi

Being with my teacher - Ria

I really think the best part was when
we got to go to Suela because we got 
to sleep there – Enhle

Having a nice teacher and cool 
friends - Ava 

Having fun with my friends and 
teachers - Claudia

Playing on the jungle gym with my 
friends - Yuvanka

Going to Ushaka - Srida

Kindness and my friends always 
being nice to one another - Anya

Suela and Ushaka - Asa

When we went to Suela to stay 
overnight - Ruhi

Pirates vs Mermaids because it was so 
fun to do with all my friends - Stacy

My Best Part of Grade 3
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First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 

Fourth Row:
Absent:

Londiwe Mhlongo, Lareina Kiliswa
Claudia Peters, Anya Sachdeva, Mrs de Robillard, Yuvanka Pillay, Riya Sanker (Mentor), Ria Naidoo, Amahle Dlamini
Asa Shabangu, Emma Houston McMillan, Stacy Williams, Mpilwenhle Ndlovu, Srida Ramdutt, Cameron Fraser, 
Emi Farnaby, Leia Braithwaite
Caitlin Hayes, Tumi Motta, Madison Bell, Faye Bullen, Sonal Harribarran, Layla Dinsdale, Ruhi Sooklal
Caitlyn Innes
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I will eat sweets - Farin

I will always remember my friends and I will 
always remember that I was very lucky - Meher

I will teach my grandchildren to french knit and 
train them to run and be smart - Anouk

I will be a lawyer and I will retire and just relax - 
Sanah

I will make my grandchildren work hard and win 
a scholarship - Azara

I will sew all day  - Kimberly

I will shop and cook all day long because I love 
cooking - Anvi

I want to play and bake with my grandchildren 
- Mia

I am going to have a lot of cats - Rachael

I want to look back and say wow, I have great 
friends - Akhona

I will have lots of dogs - Kate
    

When I’m 
a Granny

I love friends because when you are sad they always 
cheer you up - Amy

I love my friends because they are kind and always 
there for me, they are funny and cute - Sophia 

I love Sanah because she is funny, cute. I also like 
Sophia because she is so smart - Samantha

I love friends because they are kind to me and 
always play with me - Camryn

I love friends because they are sweet and kind and 
would never leave my side  - Damita

Because they are kind, smart, brave, strong and 
fashionable and funny - Renata

I like my friends because they are kind and 
respectful - Kairah 

Because sometimes you need them to stick up for 
you, to care for you and to be by your side - Bailey
 
I like spending time with my friends because they 
are kind and special to me - Elizabeth

I love my friends because they are really kind and 
loving and they always have my back - Shreya

Why I Love 
My Friends
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First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 
Fourth Row:
Absent:

Shreya Singh, Camryn Crick
Damita Dreyer, Sophia Canciani, Mrs Handley, Sanah Manilall, Erin Bazley (Mentor), Samantha Coleman, Akhona Dlamini
Kate Fobo, Elizabeth Laurenz, Meher Maharaj, Rachael Dean, Mia Van Rooyen, Anouk Maingard, Ava Peria, Anvi Sachdeva
Bailey Lambert, Amy Aaron, Renata Elahi, Azara Mark, Farin Gild, Kairah Chetty
Kimberly Ramduth
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Hockey

Junior Primary Sport

GALA
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sports Day

tennis
netball
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crafts with 
our mom

fathers day fun
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Junior Primary Culture

Pirates vs mermaids

Nativity play



grade four charity report
The Grade 4s have been supporting THE 
LEARN PROJECT (Let’s Educate a Rainbow 
Nation) for our charity this year. 

The LEARN PROJECT is an amazing initiative 
that sets up libraries and reading corners for 
disadvantaged schools around KZN. They 
supply the schools with a newly renovated 
space for learning and reading, as well 
as implementing a fully functional library 
system with lightly used and new books.
The Grade 4 girls have contributed to 
weekly charity collections throughout the 
year as well as 10% of their sales profit from 
their Market Day in the fourth term. These 
funds have been donated to ‘Books 2 You’, 
which the Learn Project will use to buy new 
books for their libraries. 

The founder of The LEARN PROJECT, 
Roslynne Toerien, visited us at school in 
the third term for an enriching and special 
afternoon. During her visit, the girls learnt 
more about this wonderful charity that we 
support. We were shown various schools 
that have grown and benefitted from their 
new libraries, as well as projects and ideas 
that were currently underway. We were all 
touched and inspired as Ros shared her 
amazing vision with us and we truly learnt 
how we, as individuals, can make such a 
difference to others. The girls spent some 
time cleaning ‘preloved’ books that they had 
personally donated, helping to make them 
ready to be distributed to the schools in 
need. 

To end off our afternoon, each Grade 4 was 
paired with a Grade 1 pupil to lead them 
as they read together. This was a wonderful 
exercise which not only aimed to encourage 
a love of reading, but really emphasised 
how lucky we are to have access to these 
resources and how important it is for us to 
share our reading talents and resources with 
others. 

We have so enjoyed supporting this worthy 
cause as the girls have been able to see 
what a difference reading and education can 
make in someone’s life. 

Grade 4

Roald Dahl Day

Grade 4
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First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 
Fourth Row:

Erin Vermeulen, Raegan Brouard, Tehillah Adonis, Reese Weideman, Neha Saroop
Ritika Govind Ram, Kayla Thackwray, Catarina Da Silva, Miss Smithers, Chloe Simpson, Alaiza Theophilus, Tiasha Govender
Olivia Poezyn, Emma Dix, Georgia King, Divina Naicker, Paige Davies, Monica Slinger, Amelia Manuel 
Gabriella Snyman, Mishka Kassie, Eden Joseph, Ioanna Mattheos, Naledi Manqele, Julia Randelhoff, Alitash Kalonji

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 
Absent:

Neha Ramkissoon, Jordyn Munsamy, Shakira Rampiari, Mrs Thurtell, Priya Pramjee, Demia Pather, Tsakani Mathe
Sofie Francke, Ndalo Nkabinde, Jemma Smith, Anjali Ramkissoon, Jordana Sewnath, Leah Laurénz, Maxine Steen, Nompilo Mwandla
Sadie McCormack, Sahara Felix, Isabella Coyle-Dowling, Emma Hudson, Erin Joseph, Hannah Savage, Grace Laurenz
Olivia Coppola, Anni Luo



 4S  My Memorable Moments 
from 2018 

My most memorable moment 
was when we all found out that 

Miss Smithers was engaged 
and we had a big party to 
celebrate and just had fun! 

- Catarina Da Silva -

My most memorable moment 
in Grade 4 was all of our 

outings. They were all very fun!
- Mishka Kassie -

 My most memorable 
moment in Grade 4 was our 

overnight stay at Roselands. It 
encouraged me to step out of 
my comfort zone. It was such 

fun!
- Amelia Manuel -

My most memorable moment 
in Grade 4 was having such a 
special group of friends like 

Monica, Paige and Gaby.
- Alitash Kalonji -

My most memorable 
moment in Grade 4 was the 

Danceathon! I enjoyed dancing 
with my friends and just 

dancing. I love dancing and 
singing!

- Georgia King -

My most memorable moment 
in Grade 4 was when we went 
to Roselands on an overnight 
excursion. We had a lot of fun!

- Monica Slinger -

My most memorable moment 
in Grade 4 was playing fun 

games with all my friends. We 
have laughed so much!

- Paige Davies -

My most memorable moment 
in Grade 4 was going to 

Roselands with my friends. I 
loved rolling in the mud, going 
to bed late and laughing a lot! 

- Gaby Snyman -

My most memorable moment 
was when all the Grade 4s 

went to Roselands and learned 
about veggies.

- Divina Naicker -

My most memorable moment 
of 2018 was when I met 

Monica. I was upset and she 
was kind to me and she has 

been my best friend ever 
since! I also loved going to 

Roselands! 
- Chloe Simpson -

My most memorable moment 
was at Roselands in the mud 
obstacle course when we all 
got muddy and had to help 

our friends. It was so fun!
- Raegan Brouard -

My most memorable moment 
was going to Roselands 

because I learnt to be myself 
and to make friends with the 
mentors and to be fearless. 

Plus we learnt to support each 
other no matter what!

 - Naledi Manqele -

When we went to Roselands 
and we did the obstacle course 

in the mud.
- Amelia Manuel -

When I went swimming in the 
mud at Roselands. It was so 

cold and dirty but I enjoyed it. 
I loved the muddy feeling on 

my body. It was very fun!
- Reese Weideman -

My most memorable moment 
in Grade 4S was going to 

Botanic gardens because it 
was nice to relax and play with 

my friends. We also had a 
nice picnic.

- Ioanna Mattheos -

My most memorable moment 
in Grade 4 was at Roselands. It 
was not only fun and amazing 
but the staff also taught the 
Grade 4s to get out of their 
comfort zones and to not be 
afraid to show who you are.

- Emma Dix -

My most memorable moment 
in Grade 4 was when Miss 

Smithers smiled at me for the 
first time when I arrived.

- Neha Saroop -

My most memorable moment 
in Grade 4 is when I went to 

Roselands for the first time with 
all my friends.

- Julia Randelhoff -

 My most memorable moment 
is when we were at Roselands 

when we swam in the dam. I was 
the first person to swim and it 

was so cold and refreshing!
- Kayla Thackwray -

When we went to Roselands and 
our leader read us Mickey Mouse 

and we all had a good laugh. 
Then Alitash read us Chicken 
Little and we laughed even 

more! It was so fun!
- Olivia Poezyn -

 When I gave end of year 
presents to all the teachers and 
just to see them smile was so 

memorable.
- Erin Vermeulen -

 
My most memorable moment in 
Grade 4 was all the outings, they 
were lots of fun! And all the new 

work we learned.
- Tiasha Govender -

My most memorable moment 
was when my best friend, Alaiza 
cheered me up when I was sad.

- Ritika Govind Ram -

My most memorable moment 
was at Roselands because I 
squeezed milk from a cows 

udder straight into my mouth!
- Tehillah Adonis -

 My most memorable moment 
is when we went on all our fun 
outings. It was amazing and we 

got to be with our friends.
- Eden Joseph -
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 4T My Memorable Moments 
from 2018 

I remember when Grace and I 
were running to swimming one 

day and Grace’s pencil case 
dropped and I tripped over it. 

- Sadie McCormack -

When we were learning new 
words in Afrikaans, Mrs Thurtell 

drew a picture to help us 
remember the word ‘maar’. It 

was so funny!
- Jordyn Munsamy -

My most memorable moment 
was when we went to 

Roselands. I learnt so much and 
plus I had so much fun in the 

dam. 
- Ndalo Nkabinde -

My most memorable moments 
were meeting Shakira and 

going to Roselands (the coolest 
place to go). I will never forget 

those days.
- Demia Pather -

I had the best teacher ever. 
Thank you for everything. 

- Priya Pramjee -

I remember when I called my 
teacher ‘Mom’.

- Anjali Ramkissoon -

My most memorable moments 
in Grade 4 were getting 

selected for the Maths Relay, 
making Christmas decorations 
and getting a ‘Gold Award’ for 

reading over 50 books. 
- Neha Ramkissoon -

My most memorable moment 
was our Market Day because I 
got to sell lots and lots of stuff. 

- Shakira Rampiari -

One of my funniest memories 
was when Emma and I fell over 
with laughter because of a chip. 

Another memorable moment 
was at Roselands, when I went 

backwards on the zipline. 
- Hannah Savage -

It was great making friends with 
the new girls in Grade 4. 

- Olivia Coppola -

My most memorable moment 
was when our class went to the 
Moses Mabhida Stadium on the 

soccer pitch. 
- Sahara Felix -

At break, there were monkeys 
and we played a game where 
we all said we couldn’t move, 
but when the monkey took 

one step, we ran as fast as we 
could. 

- Sofie Francke -

My most memorable moment 
was when there was half a 

fling on the floor after Sophie’s 
farewell party. Hannah and I 

started laughing and couldn’t 
stop.

- Emma Hudson -

When we had our class photo 
taken, I did not want to blink so 

I made a big smiley face and 
tried to keep my eyes open. I 

was happy but when the photo 
came out, I looked like I had 

gotten a shock. It was so funny. 
- Erin Joseph -

My most memorable moment 
was when we had our first 

Market Day. I was so excited, I 
couldn’t stop thinking about it. 

- Grace Laurenz -

I loved meeting new people in 
Grade 4. 

- Leah Laurenz -

When I went to Roselands, I 
was so excited. I couldn’t even 
have a good sleep the night 

before! We made friends with 
a lot of people and I was really 

sad when it was time to go. 
- Anni Luo -

I love everyone in Grade 4T 
and 4S! Whenever I was sad, 
people always came to try 

make me happy. 
- Tsakani Mathe -

My most memorable moment 
in Grade 4 was when we did an 
assignment on the ‘Earth’. We 
were supposed to write down 

three simple facts about the Earth 
and could use the notes to help 

us, but I put in facts that Mrs 
Thurtell had to research to check 

if they were correct. 
- Jordana Sewnath -

My most memorable moment 
was when I made a lot of money 

at Market Day. 
- Jemma Smith -

My most memorable moments 
were our Market Day and 

Roselands excursion. It was so fun 
and adventurous. 
- Maxine Steen -

I loved Roselands, especially 
going on the zipline and dancing 

with my friends!
- Isabella Coyle-Dowling -

I had so much fun when we were 
sliding in the mud at Roselands.  

I also loved doing Drama at 
school.

- Nompilo Mwandla -
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grade five charity report
This year the young ladies in 5N and 5S 
supported the William Clark Gardens 
Children’s Home, in Sherwood. We visited 
the facility and our girls thoroughly enjoyed 
interacting with their new friends while 
handing out goodie bags filled with treats 
and gifts. 

Thanks to the generous weekly contributions 
of the Grade 5’s, we were also able to supply 
the home with new soccer balls, pre-loved 
books and clothes and Christmas hampers for 
each one of the boys and girls. 

It has been a privilege to be involved with 
such a wonderful organisation and we look 
forward to renewing these friendships and 
forging meaningful connections once again 
in 2019. 

Grade 5

Market 
Day
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5N

Why I Love Maris Stella...
The reason my school is special is that even if our teachers are 

busy, they’ll always find a way to help their students. 
 Camryn Linderboom 

I love Maris Stella because it is unlike any other school and feels 
like my second home.  

 Nkambule Nkambule

I love the exquisite view of the coast from our school library.    
 Lenci Kiliswa

Maris Stella is wonderful because there are superb activities and 
delightful opportunities – every day is a new adventure!      

 Caitlin Wylie
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First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 
Absent:

Camryn Linderboom, Addison Miskey, Holly Rivalland, Mrs Neal, Megan King, Siphokazi Gumede, Scarlett Solomon
Kendall Watson, Madison Schoonberg, Caitlin Wylie, Mzuzu Mhlongo, Sarah Harker, Nkambule Nkambule, Arabella King, Ella-Rose Gass
LA-Dhiya Moodley, Thaleia Chetty, Samiksha Nunan, Shreeya Naidoo, Juwharah Khan, Brooke Martin, Lenci Kiliswa, Taschké Naidoo
Sophia Solodovnicova Singh, Krittika Varyani



5S

My Greek God Parent
What would your Greek God parent be?

Neptune, Posiden, God of the Sea?

I don’t think Neptune is for me.

Jupiter, Zeus, God of the Sky,

Ruler of Olympus

On a throne so high?

Maybe not I said

With a really loud sigh.

Maybe Athena I said,

Goddess of Wisdom and Strategy too?

I don’t think strategy is for you.

What about Apollo, God of Healing, 

Archery and Sun?

Now that would be fun!

I think Apollo is appealing, since you’ve 

got a really good aim for healing.

To our conclusion, Apollo is my dad

And Athena is my mom

That makes us really glad. 

But they aren’t real and that makes us 
really sad.

By Eden Jordan & Sophie Dixon

Haikus
Swallows

Beautiful swallow

swaying in the moonlit sky

chirping songs at night

by Nyska Jagasur

Rainbow

Colourful and bright

when sunshine says hello to rain

it makes it beautiful and light

by Caitlin Louw

Emojies 

Always yellow emotions

happy, sad, angry and much more

in a conversation

by Rebecca Munro

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 
Fourth Row:

Sophie Dixon, Wandisa Msomi, Caitlin Louw, Shriya Nandlall
Kate-Lynn Munsamy, Hayley Govindsamy, Miss Schwegmann, Shavishka Naidoo, Sarah-Jade Thomson (Mentor), Nyska Jagasur, Eden Jordan
Rebecca Munro, Kayla Martin, Arya Dasrath, Shay-Lea Geustyn, Babalwa Mkhize, Clara Millard, Zara Khan, Shreya Ramouthar
Venice Omote, Madison Stewart, Emily Killian, Katie Karshagen, Isabella Vainikainen, Kaylah George, S’phesihle Mbuyazi
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Immobile iguanas intricately illustrated 
in indigo images

by Ella-Rose Gass

Witty, wonderful wizards whizzed through 
Willy Wonka’s whimsical workshop.  

Six sleeping sloths slide soundlessly 
down slippery slopes.  

by Juwharah Khan

by Siphokazi Gumede

Alluring Alliteration

67 SCARVES FOR 
NELSON
MANDELA

I Would Never
I would never eat a colossal, crunchy 

crustacean. 

I would never wear a comical costume. 

I would never buy a cougar from 
Cape Town. 

I would never carry a container of cocoons. 

I would never go to Canada to count coins. 

I would always like to think about crabs 
crawling to the coast. 

And I promise those crabs won’t get caught 

by creeping, carrot-coloured 
crayfish. 

by Krittika Varyani

Sneaky Cat
Sneaky cat, sneaky cat

Always scratching on the mat. 
Pitch black cat prances, pounces and 

bounces. 
This majestic animal creeps on the pads of 

his paws
And catches an array of creatures with his 

claws. 

by Sophia Singh
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China Day

Invention Oral

Solar Powered Ovens
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Sea Poems
Waves

Waves go crashing on the shore

Sometimes they even roll and 
roar

But the ones I love the most

Are the ones that creep up on the 
coast

The waves are like my friends

Because there are no dead ends

I love waves

Don’t you?

by Kaitlyn Ramduth

Lazy Beach Day
Waking up to the splash of the 

waves

Waking up at midnight

Waiting for the beautiful sunrise

Then slowly seeing its bright light

Watching all the crabs walking

Hearing all the seagulls 
squawking

Seeing the surfers ride along

Listening to the dolphin’s song

Listening to the running water 
from the beach’s tap

Then lying down to take the 
world’s longest nap

by Amara Motala

GRADE 
SIX

grade six charity report

This year, the Grade 6s continued 
to support iThemba Lethu as our 
charity. It is a children’s home and 
adoption facility that provides a 
safe and comfortable surrounding 
for the children that live there to 
grow up in. iThemba Lethu means, 
“I have a destiny” and the home 
seeks to impact the lives of children 
whose future is at risk of being 
negatively impacted by the effects 
of HIV/AIDS. 

The home caters primarily for 
children with HIV/AIDS. However, 
not all the children that live at 
iThemba Lethu suffer from HIV/
AIDS but have ended up in the 
home as a result of abandonment 
by or death of parents who have 
suffered from the disease. This 
facility is a safe haven of hope for 
the little children that arrive there.

iThemba Lethu is located in the 
upper Glenwood area and can 
cater for up to twelve children at 
a time. There are two houses on 
the premises and each house has 
its own live-in house mother and 
domestic helper to look after the 
children. The children at the home 
are well cared for and the facility 
is very clean and well looked after. 
iThemba Lethu also facilitates 
adoptions for these children. 

We have had a great time raising 
funds for this home and it has 
been a privilege to be able to 
visit the home. The girls got the 
opportunity to learn how to care 
for and interact with little children 
and babies during their visits 
and they learned more about 
compassion, friendship and love. 
The Grade 6 girls were, once again, 
selfless in their giving towards the 
class charity on a weekly basis. In 
addition to this, each girl willingly 
donated 10% or more of their 
Market Day profits towards this 
charity endeavour. Well done girls!
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Cinquains
Butterfly

Butterfly
Graceful, beautiful

Gliding, flying, floating
Makes me feel happy

Insect
by Mia Vlotman

Whale
Whales

Majestic, graceful
Splashing, slow, flying

World’s wonderful creature
Giant

by Julianna Harbilas

School
School

Fun, educational
Learning. Reading, playing

Waking up at six
Happy

by Naledi Ramokoena

Descriptive Sea 
Paragraphs

Shark
This whale-sized creature is 

incredible. The teeth are like 

a chainsaw. This animal moves 

like lightning. The colour of this 

mysterious creature is like night 

time. The eyes of this animal are 

blood red. The fins are as sharp 

as a knife. The tail is as long as a 

ruler. This monster makes fish feel 

like they are in a haunted house. 

The ocean animals treat him like 

the ruler. If you mess with him, he 

will gobble you up in one small 

swallow. If I came face to face 

with this creature, I would feel like 

I was in a room with no air. This 

creature needs no introduction, 

as he is the mighty shark.
by Gabriella Freddy

The Day I Encountered 
the Lion of the Sea

I was swimming in the ocean 
when I came face to face with 
the lion of the sea. It opened 

its mouth wide like a crocodile 
and showed its spears inside its 

mouth. The elephant-like creature 
slithered through the sea towards 

me, as if it was a snake. As it 
wagged its tail faster and faster, 
it circled around me, making me 
feel dizzy. I felt trapped in a room 
with no air and couldn’t breathe. 

Its laser eyes were scanning 
me. I tried to swim fast, like the 

creature, to get away but he was 
as fast as a cheetah running at 
full speed. I suddenly punched 
his eye like a boxer, and he was 
knocked over. I was the zebra 

running away from the lion. I will 
never forget how dangerous it 

was to meet a monstrous shark.
by Irene An

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 
Fourth Row:
Absent:

Zandile Mkhize, Tanith Tiltman, Samaira Maharajh
Tanishtha Vaid, Amara Motala, Emily Robertson, Mrs Basson, Mackenzie van Niekerk, Gabriella Freddy, Ella McVean
Kajal Shah, Amy Thackwray, Zahra Pather, Amy Riggien, Sienna Swan, Rebecca Naudé, Naledi Ramokoena, Meg McCormack
Irene An, Ntsako Mngoma, Julianna Harbilas, Abundant Adegunloye, Mia Vlotman, Kayci Petzer, Sithandile Dlamini
Kaitlyn Ramduth
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Turtles
Near the reef

And underneath

Lived the frog of the sea,

Swimming slowly and trouble-free

Long flippers glide through the 
turquoise depth,

As if they were taking steps

It gently picks off seaweed with its 
little beak

As if it were so delicate and meek

The shell so round collecting 
barnacles and algae

As it swims around slowly

And keeps to itself without any 
worries

by Allegra Jones

The Ocean’s Dancer
Dancing gracefully side to side

Its olive green colour shimmers in the 
sun’s rays

It moved gently like a mother rocking 
her child

The tide comes in and our green 

friend floats peacefully on the waves,

Like a taxi that has reached its 
destination

The once swaying seaweed has 
reached the shore

Where it waits to go home once more.
by Yanga Ndlovu

6K

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 
Fourth Row:
Absent:

Hope Nightingale, Lufuno Chili, Mrs Coffin-Grey, Simran Chetty, Urusa Khan (Mentor), Kayla Beckx, Tasmé Komal
Jade Young, Mia Francke, Azile Ngubane, Geetali Moodley, Carly Smith
Hannah Sykes, Amayya Ranchod, Hannah Houston McMillan, Allegra Jones, Kelly Moore, Kiara Narotam, Eyethu Shabangu, Gabriella Langlois
Yanga Ndlovu, Thasmeera Govender, Julia McAlister, Paige De Bruin, Nicole Williams, Saheli Reathlall, Sanaa Khan
Onke Nzimande

Lufuno Chili
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Market Day
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Events
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Coffee Shoppe Fun

Boot Camp with Dad



& Outings
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Spirit of 
Adventure
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grade seven charity report
“It’s not how much we give but how much love 

we put into giving.” Mother Teresa

The mission of CROW is to be committed to the rescue, 
rehabilitation and release of orphaned and injured 
wildlife; and the belief in action and education with 
regards to the protection of all natural resources.
 
This year saw the Grade 7s stepping up and assisting 
CROW, the non-profit organization that has supported 
wildlife for 30 years.  It is run by a dedicated team of 
volunteers. They are situated in the heart of Yellow 
Wood Park, near the Stainbank Nature Reserve.

A talk was presented to the girls in the first term, and 
due to the nature of CROW’s rehabilitation of the 
animals, no human interaction is allowed with these 
injured species. This enables each species to adapt and 
be accepted back into their natural habitats without 
man’s interference. The girls collected the much needed 
towels, blankets, containers and food to help the 
volunteers in their efforts to save the sick and injured 
wildlife.

The girls collected money every Tuesday for the 
foundation, and contributed 10% of their earnings from 
the Grade 7 Market Day Entrepreneurship project that 
was held in August. The girls proudly donated a total of 
R4828.60, for which CROW was so grateful.

A Thank You from CROW
On behalf of CROW’s Board, management, staff and 
of course the animals we serve, I would like to thank 
you for your generous donation of R4828,60 and for 
collecting much needed items. It is only through the 
kindness and generosity of people like you that we are 
able to continue giving injured and orphaned wildlife a 
second chance at a free and safe life.

Founded over 36 years ago, CROW is still KwaZulu-
Natal’s only largest rehabilitation centre dedicated to the 
protection and rehabilitation of all indigenous wildlife. 
Every year, over 3000 injured, orphaned and displaced 
animals receive life-saving care and treatment at CROW 
before they are returned to their rightful place in the 
wild.

Sadly, over 90% of the animals in our care have been 
injured or orphaned as a direct result of human neglect, 
abuse or interference which is why in addition to our free 
365-day-a-yearwildlife rescue services, we also strive to 
educate the public about the importance of conserving 
and protecting our local environment.

As a registered not-profit organisation that receives 
no governmental subsidies, CROW relies solely on 
the support of the public to provide its much needed 
services. Thank you once again for helping us to give 
wild animals in distress a second chance, we simply 
could not do it without you.

Nompilo Ngcobo
Environmental Education Officer
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7H

7B

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 
Absent:

Jaimee Coxwell, Georgia Caro, Olivia Elliot, Mrs Bezuidenhout, Megan Grout, Tannah Smith, Tia Laudenberg
Shreya Chetty, Anathi Nene, Nyiko Mathe, Amy Lourens, Roxy-Leigh Utermark, Kaela-Shane Manikam, Ciajal Maharaj
Alessia Maingard, Hayley Crowsen, Saskya Ramdas, Anelisa Manyoni, Apeksha Singh, Shaowen Chen, Zenala Mbonambi
Lauren Walsh, Ariana Naidoo

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 

Samafuze Ngcobo, Megan Cholwich, Mrs Holmes, Phoebe Rivalland, Kayla Colby (Mentor), Tatum Brouard, Lea-Shane Manikam
Lindelwa Temba, Théa Naidoo, Phoebe Naiker, Alice Charlton, Emily Charlton, Kaylee Walker, Onke Msomi, Erin Munsamy, Aimee Dunn
Jennifer Li, Kwethu Dlamini, Nasipha Dlamini, Jaime Robinson, Gina Ten-Bokkel Huinink, Robyn Aaron, Brooklyn Linderboom, Isabella Strydom
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Grade 7 Art

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row: 
Absent:

Holly Caro, Rachael Shorey, Ms Hughes, Sauvira Veersamy, Lisantha Naidoo (Mentor), Alwande Khanyile, Chloe Loumeau
Raeven Phillips, Yamkelani Nhlumayo, Mikaela Davies, Tara Lingard, Kaylee Saunders, Utaara Pillay, Maya Moggee
Ryleigh Rutherford, Cassidy Harris, Jamie Le Roux, Dhiya Panday, Ella Briant, Grace Harwood, Olwethu Mkize
Mia Permall
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Some of our most memorable 
moments in the Prep Phase

Holly Caro, Rachael Shorey, Ms Hughes, Sauvira Veersamy, Lisantha Naidoo (Mentor), Alwande Khanyile, Chloe Loumeau
Raeven Phillips, Yamkelani Nhlumayo, Mikaela Davies, Tara Lingard, Kaylee Saunders, Utaara Pillay, Maya Moggee
Ryleigh Rutherford, Cassidy Harris, Jamie Le Roux, Dhiya Panday, Ella Briant, Grace Harwood, Olwethu Mkize
Mia Permall
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The best moment I have 
experienced in the Prep Phase is 
our excursion to Seula. I say this 

because I was able to spend time 
with people that I love being 

with as a result I got closer to my 
friends. I enjoyed the activities 

like rock climbing, abseiling, and 
zip lining but the one I enjoyed 

the most is the zip lining because 
I was doing it for the first time. 
Thank you Maris Stella for the 

best 
Prep Phase.

Kwethu Dlamini

My most memorable moment in 
Prep Phase was when I attended 
my first cultural evening. I was so 
excited to be there and nervous 
as well. It was just so amazing 
to see everyone perform. Our 

excursion to UShaka was also the 
best time ever! 
Kaylee Walker

When I got told on one ordinary 
morning that I am the choir 

leader for 2018. I got so excited 
and started jumping up and 
down because I have worked 

hard to get that leadership role.
On that same day, I had choir 
practice in the afternoon. As I 

walked into the room, the other 
choir girls started clapping and 

cheering for me. Everybody 
was congratulating me on my 

achievement and said that they 
cannot wait to spend the year 

with me.
Brooklyn Linderboom

My most memorable moment 
was in Grade 4 in the beginning 
of the year where I made my first 

group of new friends in Maris 
Stella. I was a new girl in Grade 4 
in Maris Stella and I did not have 

many friends except from the 
few girls I knew from my previous 
school. I needed the bathroom at 
break and a really nice girl waited 

for me and showed me to her 
group at break and they were all 
really nice. I felt like that was the 
right group for me and I sat with 
them for my whole time in Prep 
Phase and I have had the most 
amazing times and memories 

with them so far.
Théa Naidoo

One of my favourite memories at 
Maris Stella is in Grade 4 when 
we had a mother’s day picnic. I 
had fun with all my friends and 

we wore funky hats.  
Lauren Walsh

My most memorable moment in 
the Prep Phase was our Grade 
7 overnight excursion to Seula, 
we had so much fun! We learnt 
a lot of new songs and skills, we 

got to make new friends and 
know the people in our Grade 
a little more. We did a lot of 
fun activities, which included 
overcoming a lot of our fears. 

We did climbing, zip-lining and 
abseiling. The food there was 

really good and we had so much 
fun, dancing on the

last night.
Samafuze Ngcobo

My most memorable moment in 
Prep Phase is when we went on 

Water polo tour to Saint Stithians! 
It was such a fun weekend and 

all of us got much closer to each 
other and definitely got so much 

closer to Mrs Holmes and Mrs 
Nesbit and saw another side of 
them which bought extra fun 
to our tour. I will definitely do 

another tour like that without any 
doubt. We also came fifth in the 
tournament which was extremely 

good because it was our first 
time that we had been entered 

into this tournament.
Gina Ten-Bokkel Huinink

My most memorable moment 
is the Wykeham Hockey tour. 

The A Hockey Team were given 
the chance to play against other 

schools and learn new skills. 
It was an amazing experience 
where I learnt new skills, made 
new friends and had lots of fun! 

Aimee Dunn

To be honest everything was 
so much fun but the overnight 
excursions from Grade 4 to 7 

were the best! Every excursion 
taught you how to be a leader 
and also a follower, and how to 
take responsibility for what your 

team has done. 
Kaylee Saunders

What I mostly enjoyed about the 
Prep Phase is the friendships I 

have made and the opportunities 
I have had and the lessons I have 

learnt.
Dhiya Panday

In this school, I discovered new 
talents and friends. This school 

made me more independent and 
mature, I am very grateful!

Ariana Naidoo

The Grade 7 Moms and Daughters’ 
Tea was by far my favourite 

experience in these past four 
years. It allowed us to connect 
physically and emotionally with 
our mothers. A very tearful but 

wonderful and prestigious event. 
The food was excellent and the 

slide show brought back so many 
wonderful memories. Overall a 

terrific experience that I will 
never forget!
Ella Briant

I made so many new friends and 
learnt so much. Grade 7 was my 

favourite year of Prep. I have 
learnt how not to wish your days 

away, and I am now ready for High 
School. 

Chloe Loumeau

What I enjoyed about Prep Phase 
was all the excursions. Also the 

different school activities; all 
of it was very educational and 
interesting. The teachers also 
made my Prep Phase learning 

experience fun as well.
Olwethu Mkhize

The Prep Phase for me has been 
lots of fun and I have matured a lot 
from Grade 4 until now. I have had 

amazing experiences and learnt 
many important lessons which I will 
take with me to High School even 
though I have had ups and downs, 

the ups definitely outweigh 
the downs.

Yamkelani Nhlumayo

Every memory with these people, 
from the beginning to this 

moment, I grew from fights, I cried 
from failing, rejoiced for passing 

and of coursed I met new people. 
Nyiko Mathe

Being a Prep monitor; being with 
my best friends who were like 

sisters to me; and when I got my 
first 80% for Maths. As well as 

learning new things and talents. 
Saskya Ramdas

My favourite part of Prep Phase 
is the excursions, and learning 

new skills and working as a team 
to complete challenges. I also 
loved making new friends. The 

different personalities of my friends 
changed me and made me who 
I am. I love all the memories so it 
is hard to pick a few. I love all the 

laughs we have had.
Cassidy Harris
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Outings & Events

Moms and 
Daughters Lunch

Grade 7 Retreat

uShaka
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Seula
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Diving Netball

Hockey

Cross Country
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Prep Sport

Inter House 
Gala

Water Polo

Softball
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Prep Culture

Olivia! 
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Mothers’ Day 
Picnic 

Prep Art 

Marimbas 
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Inter House 
Sports Day 

Our Inter-house Sports Day was filled 
with fun and spirited competition as 

our Houses battled it out for supremacy 
on the track! 

Congratulations to Marian, who won 
the day with 291 points, and also 

walked away with the coveted 
Spirit Trophy. 

Well done to Patrician who came 
second with a score of 224 points, and 
Ambrose in third place with 124 points.

Senior Victrix Ludorum trophy was 
won by Sarah Proctor (Grade 9.)

Junior Victrix Ludorum winner was 
Carly Smith (Grade 6), who broke 

4 records.
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Top 10 Gala

Our Top 10 Gala was a testament to 
the hard work of our swimmers and 
their coaches, and we congratulate 
each and every participant for their 

determination and commitment 
which led to such excellent results. 

An incredible total of 13 records were 
broken!  Further congratulations go to 

our Victrix Ludorum winners:

Junior Victrix Ludorum: Amy Aaron

Prep Victrix Ludorum: Robyn Aaron

Senior Victrix Ludorum: Tatum Botha
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Retreat to Camp Jonathan

The Grade 8 classes of 2018 so 
enjoyed their overnight retreat to 
Camp Jonathan where they had the 
opportunity to bond together as a 
new grade, cement friendships as 
well as consolidate their relationship 
with Jesus Christ. They learned 
the value of “retreating” from their 
busy lives, and the importance 
of nurturing their spiritual life by 
embracing the theme “My Journey 
with God.” Together with their class 
teachers and Religion teacher, they 
appreciated time for reflection, 
group work and fun activities. 
The girls enjoyed the beautiful 
surrounds of Camp Jonathan, 
the delicious meals which were 
provided, and all the singing and 
laughter!  Thank you Mrs Bodley, 
Mrs Burgess, Mrs Miskey, Mrs 
Henderson and Mrs Pearson for 
taking such good care of our girls.

Grade 8
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Chloe Morrow, Jenna Joseph, Andiswa  Dladla, Miss Gerber, Alayna Theophilus, Amahle Phiri, Bethany Moore
Tatum Stewardson, Quinn Massey-Hicks, Jannah Winter, Shreya Dhawrajh, Kwanda Buthelezi, Hayley Howitt, 
Micaéla Clayton, Tejal Soodyall
Laila Brand, Nkazimulo Khumalo, Ilse Southey, Chelsea Naiker, Tyla Reen, Noma Mkhize, 
Holly Nightingale, Pia Sooklal

Meme themed
sleepover
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First Row:
Second Row:

Third Row:
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Pi Day

Harbour Visit

First day o
f 

High School
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Leah Naidoo, Katelyn Sissing, Mrs Henderson, Nizole Mzileni, Megan McFerren (Mentor), 
Sandiswa Nkanzela, Akhona Gumbi
Lisakhanya Maqubela, Casey-Anne Kesaris, Arya Harribarran, Isabella Conti
Lazi Nkosi, Hannah Dix, Emily Rabie, Daniela Dufourq, Fabiana Meloni, Emma Patinios, 
Rebecca Fouquereaux, Hannah Lombard
Asanda Mngomezulu, Isabella Halstead, Rachel Hudson, Isabella Coyle Dowling, Paula Singh, 
Jasmine Wylie, Sina Agbakwuru

Jivana Pillay, Allegra Brouckaert, Zenani Shabalala, Mrs Miskey, Brianne Frankson, Kayla Dunn, Sian Trent
Yashna Padayachee, Alyssa Gass, Bhavika Parmar, Sasthi Naidoo, Emma Meyer, Wanga Ramenu
Jemimah Gass, Tyla Loots, Isabella Wood, Megan Schroeder, Hannah Du Plessis, Ashleigh Prinsloo, Sophie Herman
Tatum Botha, Cara Message, Jenna Martin, Luthando Ncube, Isabella Lund, Shasthi Naidoo, Amahle Mhlanga
Paige Cox

8P

8M

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row:
Fourth Row:
Absent:

First Row:

Second Row:
Third Row:

Fourth Row:
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Coffee Shoppe

Sunflower Fund Day

Maris Stella’sBirthday
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Cultural
Evening
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Coffee Shoppe

I Heart Maris 
Stella Market

Grade 9

French Day
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Charnei Suryapal, Limakatso Ramokoena, Erin Jaftha, Dr Langlois, Kiara Kassie, Diya Pather, Jemma Perrins
Sofia Maingard, Tsidi Motta, Emma Osborne, Jessica Hollinshead, Sarah Proctor, Lesedi Matemane, Hannah Bullen, 
Mia Blythe, Laura McAlister 
Hanna Coppola, Brooklynn Fynn

Scarlet Goodrich, Cassandra Esterhuizen, Mrs Nel, Thandolwethu Dlamini, Holly Chelin
Siphokazi Mpungose, Akhona Mkhize, Tshiamo Gumede, Kwezi Buthelezi, Nokuphila Mthembu, Londeka Manyoni
Kaycie Nunes, Sharvani Naicker, Gabriella Barker, Chloé Robertson, Grace Symington, Jessica Riggien
Melissa Theunissen, Isabella Pearsall

9L

9N

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row:
Absent:

First Row:
Second Row:

Absent:
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SunflowerDay Fund

Maris Stella’s 
Birthday

88
Page kindly sponsored 
by Joanne Gersbach



Sibaya Nicholson, Brooke Jordaan, Asmaá Rajab, Mrs Prothero;  Jaime Theron, Dakshina Chetty, Diallo Mdhluli
Kerry-Ann Uys, Chenél Momsen, Carmen Nuss, Savanah Kerdachi, Eryn Launspach,  Teagan Pearce, 
Juliet Nash, Shae Kavanagh
Luthando Mtshali, Zoë Naidoo

Talia Persadh, Leah Saib, Mrs Thackwray, Sonali Reathlall, Katelyn Chetty
Yuvika Lutchman, Julia Tostee, Kaitlynn Sitharam, Kamishka Pather, Isabella Hislop, Pooja Magan, Joanne Gersbach
Shristi Sooklal, Sophia Brink, Sarah Randelhoff, Isla Wilson, Madison Briant, Lauren Dobeyn
Chloé Pillay

9P

9T

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row:
Absent:

First Row:
Second Row:

Absent:
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The Hike 
by Sophia Brink

Touchstone was an unforgettable, once 
in a lifetime experience. On Touchstone, 
you had to emotionally and physically 
challenge yourself. The hike was four 
days long, and about 9km to 13km each 
day. Climbing the hills was exhausting 
but luckily we took many breaks to 
catch our breath. While resting our feet 
and breathing in the fresh air, we could 
properly value where we were instead 
of only focussing on where we were 
going. While we were hiking, we were 
all very focussed on our steps because 
if you took one wrong step, you could 
very possibly end up lying in the bush, 
as I happened to do a couple of times. 
Whenever we reached the top of a 
hill, we were overjoyed and felt very 
accomplished and proud of ourselves for 
managing to reach the top of a mountain 
while carrying our hefty backpacks.

The views were breathtakingly beautiful 
and every day, we would see the 
mountains going on endlessly; the thick 
heavy carpet-like clouds that hovered 
over the hills looked as though we could 
walk on top of them.  We often saw huge 
whooshing waterfalls or small trickling 
waterfalls that led into long crystal clear 
rivers that we so desperately wanted to 
swim in.

In the evenings, we stayed in very well 
kept cabins.  We had to cook our own 
food and I don’t know about the others, 
but I felt like a master chef stirring my 
noodles in the pot.  Every evening, the 
whole group would squeeze into one 
cabin and have a reflecting session, 
which always turned into a DMC (deep, 
meaningful conversation).  The hike 
was a wonderful bonding experience, 
as we had to encourage each other to 
keep going, we cried together when we 
missed home and we laughed together 
when someone slipped in the mud, which 
happened many times.  We all became 
much closer, including the teachers who 
really were our parents away from home, 
and the girls who were like real sisters to 
each other.

Thukeyana 
by Holly Chelin

I was so thrilled to get back to the Grade 
3 class at Thukeyana on my second day 
and continue teaching them English. 
Seeing about 40 little faces around the 
classroom so eager to learn, and their 
smiles getting wider and wider if they 
got a question correct is a memory I’ll 
never forget. At break time, every grade 
would go out onto the field, which is a 
little smaller than our hall. They had an 
absolute blast running round with their 
friends. I sat down by myself watching all 
the children getting happier and happier 
to be playing outside.  

These four girls walked over to me and 
sat down next to me. I learned that they 
were in Grade 2, and wanted me to 
join in on their clapping games and to 

be hugged and loved, so I gladly did 
both. I asked them if they wanted to 
get out their lunchboxes and eat their 
lunch. The minute they opened them 
and could see they had a sandwich 
for lunch, all four girls didn’t waste 
a second to offer half of their own 
sandwich to me. I said no thank you, 
and said they should carry on eating. As 
I was sitting there realising what those 
girls had just done, opened my eyes 
to see what a selfless act they had just 
displayed.  All they had was a sandwich 
for lunch, yet they were willing to give 
me half just because they wanted me 
to enjoy what they were going to enjoy. 
At that moment, they showed me a life 
lesson I will never forget, that no matter 
how little you have, you can still give 
without the expectation of receiving 
anything in return, and that is the true 
definition of kindness.

Reichenau Mission School 
by Grace Symington

I went to Reichenau and taught Grade 
4s. My whole experience was amazing, 
and I enjoyed every second with the 
kids, whether it was teaching them life 
cycles and maths in the classroom, or 
playing netball and soccer outside on 
the field. Every child there was always 
so cheerful and seemed so enthusiastic 
and passionate about the things they 
did and they never failed to put a 
smile on my face. It was a privilege to 
have had the opportunity to teach the 
children and build relationships with 
them. One thing I remember clearly 
was on the last day, while we were 
teaching our maths lessons, I noticed 
a boy at the very back of the class was 
struggling with some of the basic work 
we had set, while the other kids were 
racing ahead. He was a small boy and 
looked younger than his classmates. 
I decided to spend the whole lesson 
going step by step through the work, 
and his smile and gratefulness when 
he finally understood is something that 
will stick with me forever.  It made me 
realise that the smallest kind gesture or 
even a friendly helping hand towards 
someone can make the biggest 
difference.

Pevensey Place 
by Kaitlynn Sitharam

When I went to Pevensey Place, I didn’t 
know what to expect, but I was excited 
and decided to have a good attitude.  
By the end of the first day, I didn’t 
want to leave. I had heard so many 
stories from the residents and learned 
so many names. One man struck me in 
particular.  All he had to do was make 
sure the grass didn’t spill onto the 
pavement, but he kept repeating, “I do 
the best I can.” If he could put his best 
into such a small task, then shouldn’t 
we all do the same. Sometimes life just 
passes so fast, that we forget to just 
slow down and do the best we can. I 
thought I was the one helping them, 
but in the end, they impacted my life 
more than they will ever know.

Noah’s Ark 
by Jessica Hollinshead

My group went to Noah’s Ark which is 
a pre-school, and we taught Grade R.  
Each day we taught a lesson and did a 
PE lesson with them.  Two of the classes 
we taught Art which they seemed to 
enjoy most of all.  The teachers were 
very loving towards the children and 
helped us if we needed anything to 
be translated.  All the children were so 
overjoyed when we arrived every day 
and it was a very humbling experience. I 
definitely learned many life lessons, such 
as being grateful for what I have, realising 
how fortunate I am, and how I mustn’t 
judge people too quickly. I feel that I 
have grown and that I am a better person 
because of this experience.

Clouds of Hope 
by Shristi Sooklal

Halfway through Touchstone, when 
Group 2 and 3 had completed their 
community service and Group 1 was 
returning from the hike, we hosted a fun 
day at Glenhaven for the children from 
Clouds of Hope orphanage.  From the 
time they arrived at Glenhaven, they 
were smiling and laughing and really 
seemed to enjoy being there as much as 
we enjoyed having them there.  Being 
able to make someone who you know 
is not as privileged as you, that happy 
by simply playing a game or just by 
talking to them, really goes to show how 
powerful our actions are.  

We played game after game and no 
matter what, always got smiles and 
giggles from all the children.  Taking 
into account that all the children were 
orphans really helped put our own lives 
into perspective, as we have access to 
so much more than them, yet we can 
very easily become unhappy when we 
can’t have something we want.  They 
are happy even though they can’t have 
a lot of things.  It really dawned on us 
how privileged we are to be going to 
Maris Stella, and to have experienced 
Touchstone.  Coming back home and 
settling back into our normal routine, we 
can never really forget what Touchstone 
has taught us, because unlike our every 
day class lessons, we learned by getting 
to know how we felt about a situation 
using empathy.

Thank you to our sponsor Mr Nadio 
Coppola, for kindly donating our shirts 
and bags, and we are grateful to our 
Maris Stella family for the many donations 
of food, clothing, stationery and toys that 
really helped make a difference in the 
lives of so many people.  We also thank 
Mrs Aaron and all our dedicated, caring 
staff members, for taking such good care 
of the Grade 9’s.

Our Touchstone Experience
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Grade 10 Retreat Report 2018

This year we went to Camp El Olam near 
Eston. The venue was clean and well-
organised and the girls were very happy with 
the accommodation and food. The team were 
helpful and the sessions they ran were enjoyed 
by the girls. 

The retreat content centred on relationships, 
with a particular focus on making good 
decisions for one’s future when it comes to 
love and romance. Multi-media talks were 
presented followed by group discussions. 
Teachers also shared their own personal stories 
of dating and marriage. These were well 
received by the girls. They were attentive in 
the sessions and seemed to be interested in 
the topics discussed. 

One session was run by the True Life team, 
who spoke about relationships from a male 
perspective as well as some practical tips for 
dating. Some girls mentioned this session as a 
highlight of the retreat.  
There was ample free time given for rest and 
recreation. Sports and games were organised 
by the El Olam team and were enjoyed by girls 
and teachers alike.The evening sessions were 
prayerful and reflective allowing the girls to 
process what they had heard during the day.

The Staff:
I had a wonderful support team this year 
consisting of Mr Rodrigues, Mrs Savage, Mrs 
van Blerk and Ms Potgieter. Each teacher 
gave 100% to the retreat helping and 
contributing in whatever way they could. 
It was thanks to them that the retreat ran 
so smoothly.
Overall I believe the retreat was a 
success and I would like to offer my 
thanks to everyone who made it 
possible. 

Natasha Tsouris
Retreat Leader

Grade 10
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Georgia du Plessis, Malaika Ahiwe, Yadhya Mohamed, Mrs Savage, Fezeka Ngidi, Luyanda Mhlongo, Romaine Cabusas
Yoliswa Mhlongo, Robyn Dunwoody, Lwandile Shezi, Kyra Murray, Langelihle Zama, Jade Pottinger, 
Danielle Chetty, Ufezile Mtolo
Georgina Mercer, Jesse Smith, Erica Hair, Oluhle Ndlovu, Sarah Saunders, Tayler Davie, Hayley Wasserman, Kiara Naidoo
Natasha Metcalfe

Shriyaa Sooklal, Keisha Moonasar, Jemma Ross, Mrs van Blerk, Arham Khan, Tia Munsamy, Andiswa Gumbi
Zinhle Sithole, Hanna Khan, LéKayler Murugan, Chloë Van den Berg, Alayna Naidu,  Kristen Folpini, 
Sinelihle Mncibi, Arya Maharaj
Demi Coskey, Jessica Cholwich, Kaylyn Asgeir-Nielsen, Kyla Stirling, Clio Gallo, Thandolwenkosi Nomvungu, Holly Davey
Bayanda Gumede, Jody Ribbink

10S

10V

First Row:
Second Row:

Third Row:
Absent:

First Row:
Second Row:

Third Row:
Absent:
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Recycled 
Fashion

Business Studies
Excursion

Kindly sponsored 
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Batik
Birds
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Brooklyn Chislett, Bella-Donna Nwuwa, Leah Kerr, Ms Potgieter, Yeshni Gounden, Tiana Mooroogasen, Mpho Sigcau
Carmel Moyo, Jade Abbott, Kundanika Somasundram, Caitlyn Gooding, Keara Graham, Riya Shah, 
Adrianné Sigamoney, Zilungile de Wet
Dayna Miller, Layla Pulvirenti, Ashley Le Roux, Caitlyn Woods, Jenna O’Brien, Noxolo Xolo, Andria Van der Linde

Recycled 
Fashion

Geography
Excursion

History
Excursion

Business Studies
Excursion

First Row:
Second Row:

Third Row:
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Grade 11 Retreat 2018

Our retreat was structured in a way 
to allow a holistic experience of 
the students’ development.  The 
activities during the day focused 
on Team Building and leadership 
development and the evening focus 
was on personal growth rooted in 
their faith. 

The theme of the retreat was 
centred on the Scripture reference; 
‘God after all is an artist and we 
are His work of art’. We were very 
fortunate to have Zuri and his team 
lead us in a full day’s leadership 
programme which challenged the 
girls to think of their own leadership 
qualities and work as a team to 
overcome physical and mental 
obstacles. 

Once again we had a superb 
team of teachers who ensured 
that everything ran smoothly.  A 
group of very tired but extremely 
co-operative and enlightened 
girls made their way back to 
Durban having learnt more about 
themselves and their class mates.

History Excursion

Hilton Arts 
Festival

Grade 11
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Noxolo Mcunu, Tamryn Palani, Simphiwe Gcaba, Mrs Cholwich, Nomfundo Kubheka, 
Nthabiseng Cele, Kiara Driver
Siyamthanda Mngoma, Tarryn Jackson, Senamile Ndwalane, Hannah Watt, Amani Mpanza, Adrienne Dickason, 
Bianca Hooper, Melela Blose
Georgia Erskine, Andiswa Ndwalane, Jamie Coetzee, Luyanda Ndlovu, Sinempilo Khathi, 
Kelly Cheall, Gabriella Alessandri
Parthenopi Ioannou

11C
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First Row:

Second Row:

Third Row:

Absent:

Sunflower Fund Day
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Portfolio Heads 
and Vice Heads

Life Science Trip to 
Tala Game Reserve

Maris Stella Rings

Maris Stella’s
Birthday
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Jaime Proudfoot, Yolande Ndulelisa, Sria Kusial, Mrs Ireland, Suvania Naidoo, Julianna Crook, Scarlet-Lee Singh
Jamie Livingstone, Aimee-Sera McLeod, Brenna Tooley, Gina Hogg, Kelsey Wassink , Heshanya Doorsamy, 
Tayla Dietrich, Savannah Wilson
Jessica Petzer, Teagan Wilkinson, Kaiya Naidu, Hannah Dingley, Samishka Chetty,  Kirstin Winter, 
Caomh Jankey, Lauren Proctor
Tayla Morrow, Kerry Mottram

Adaeze Enebechi, Maxine Butler, Yadhasia Govender, Mrs Schumann, Asheta Nandlall, 
Julia Blythe, Alisha Chutarpal
Tiana Singh, Kwazikwakhe Ndlovu, Kayla Hinchliffe, Arielle Jack, Melissa Mpako, Chloé Garrioch, Survivor Gwala, 
Jorja Ashford, Ukhona Ngcongo
Megan Lombard, Lucy Paynter, Alexandra Erskine, Rebecca Standage, Amy Randelhoff, Bronwyn Harris, 
Hannah Constantine, Lulu Mbanga
Tyler Gabriel

11I

11S

First Row:

Second Row:

Third Row:

Absent:

First Row:
Second Row:

Third Row:

Absent:
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Grade 12

Back to School 2018

Maris Stella’s Birthday

House Captains &
Vice Captains

Kindly sponsored 
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Riya Sanker, Sarah Volek, Laila Davids, Mr Janse van Rensburg, Laiken Spenceley, Jasmin Hodman, Kaede Persadh
Daniéle Clayton, Sabrina Pulvirenti, Courtney Blandin de Chalain, Candice Brown, Abby Van Zyl, Tannah Craig, 
Cameryn Craig, Fathima Aniff
Danielle Boyd, Savannah Prange, Coral Dessington, Erin Bazley, Kayla Colby, Kaylin Techet, Claudia Dus, 
Rachel Grobbelaar, Busisiwe Goduka

12J

First Row:
Second Row:

Third Row:
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The Grade 12s attended their final 
Matric Retreat at Camp Anerley on 
the South Coast. It was a Retreat that 
focused on Spiritual nourishment and 
reflection of what they have learned 
and what they will take with them once 
they leave the school in a few months.

Karen Bodley led the retreat assisted 
by Sone Vrey, Hazel Cele, Charles 
Janse van Rensburg and Angela 
Langlois who each added to the 
retreat by bringing their expertise to 
the sessions. It was a delightful team, 
and we all enjoyed the experience of 
taking the Matrics away.

This year, the Retreat was based on the 
Gospel event of the Transfiguration. 
Having enjoyed their Matric Dance 
the previous week, where they 
“transfigured” themselves from 
‘ordinary’ to ‘extra-ordinary’ they could 
easily identify with the idea. However, 
during the course of the retreat, we 
moved deeper into the real meaning 
of transfiguring ourselves by letting 
the light of Jesus Christ shine from 
within us so that we can then transform 
the world in which we live. Nature 
provides a wonderful example in the 
form of the Butterfly. It spends the first 
part of its life crawling about feeding 
and then undergoes an amazing 
metamorphosis whereby it transforms 
itself into a magnificent butterfly. 

The butterfly brings beauty into the 
world and its primary function is to 
“pollinate”. We spent time thinking 
of the things that we have learned at 
Maris Stella that we will take into the 
world and share/pollinate, so as to 
bring more beauty into the world. The 
analogy was a beautiful one, and the 
girls appreciated the idea of being the 
means by which Love, Justice, Peace, 
Truth and Freedom can be instilled 
into the world through their actions…
thereby becoming active co-creators 
of God’s Kingdom here on Earth.

The pupils enjoyed walking to the 
beach to see the beauty of creation 
through “extra-ordinary” eyes. 
They had a fun dance competition 
organised by Mev. Vrey and also 
created beautiful butterflies after an 
energetic introduction by Mr J.  Dr 
Langlois engaged the girls in a quiet 
and beautiful hand massage session 
wherein each pair massaged one 
another’s hands whilst reflecting on 
the things that they needed to “let 
go” of in their lives. Ma Cele was the 
perfect Mother figure and interacted 
a lot with the girls out of sessions to 
make sure that all was well. There was 
time for personal reflection, silence 
and meditation as well as group work 
and sharing of ideas and some time to 
bond with each other. 

We welcomed a colourful and 
vivacious guest-speaker, Barbie 
Meyer, who helped to highlight the 
importance of communication, verbally 
and non-verbally. She also encouraged 
the girls to always embrace the 
positive in life and to “Believe” in 
oneself. This was helpful advice to 
these “butterflies” as they will soon 
flutter away from the embrace 
of Maris Stella.

Fr Peter joined the retreat and 
engaged the girls in a very moving 
meaningful Taize evening. The 
following morning we all enjoyed 
the crisp morning air as we partook 
in a Sunrise Mass outside under the 
trees with the sound of birdsong and 
the early morning rays of sun shining 
through the leaves.

We enjoyed the delicious meals and 
hospitality of Camp Anerley and 
were grateful for all the nourishment 
that we received, both physically 
and spiritually.  I am sure that many 
special memories were made and 
that the pupils and staff went away 
with so many meaningful things upon 
which to reflect. There has been some 
very positive feedback from girls 
who all seemed to enjoy the retreat 
immensely and came away refreshed, 
physically, mentally and most 
importantly spiritually. 

Retreat
By Karen Bodley, 
Religion Co-ordinator
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Ciara Van Der Westhuizen, Caitlin Steen, Naledi Cele, Mrs Mkhize, Xoliswa Gcaba, Lulama Khoza, Kyara Singh
Nolwazi Mfeka, Erin Vere, Dhenista Chetty, Claudia Coppola, Keli Reynolds, Sinenhlanhla Khumalo, 
Cerin Vaughan, Londizwi Khathi
Jemima Pather, Georgina Packham, Amy Chelin, Daelyn Pearce, Christine Lund, Urusa Khan, Megan McFerren, 
Anathi Xaba, Zamangwane Nhlabathi
Alessandra Meloni, Sesiphiwe Zwane

Rachel Herrington, Nidhi Govender, Kenda Lang, Mrs Vrey, Sanele Dlamini, Mayukha Pillay, Catherine Dunn
Ashlyn Wheatley, Atara Jawahir, Tyra Iyer, Jordan Lambert, Tereka Glen, Palesa Maloka, Talia Nazar, Lesharia Pillay
Sarah-Jade Thomson, Mayukha Govind Ram, Ciarra Mooney, Lerusha Naidoo, Lila Heath, Claire Canter, 
Dana Osborn, Lisantha Naidoo
Tyra-Clé Fynn, Paige Harwood
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12V
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First Row:
Second Row:

Third Row:

Absent:
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Valentine’s Day

Last Day of School

Matric Tea
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Last Day of School

Throughout the year, the Outreach Portfolio 
was involved in many projects together with the 
various grades.  This year the Outreach Portfolio 
decided to take a different approach to Charity 
and instead of each class being involved in 
separate charities, each grade was in charge of a 
‘project’ that the whole high school participated 
in each term. 

In Term 1, the Grade 9s and Grade 12s were in 
charge of the collections for Touchstone. In Term 
2, the Grade 11s were in charge of the project 
‘Winter Warmth’ where items such as blankets 
and canned food were collected and distributed 
to the homeless around Durban. In Term 3, the 
school focused on Animal Welfare and the Grade 
10s were in charge of collecting animal food for 
various animal shelters. And to end off the year 
- the Grade 8s were in charge of the collections 
for the Elderly, where parcels consisting of socks, 
soaps, and treats were prepared and packed and 
then delivered to Tuinsig Old Age Home. 

Along with this new approach, the Outreach 
Portfolio also had the regular projects, such as 
Talk Sign in first term where funds raised were 
handed over to the KZN Blind and Deaf Society. 
The much anticipated annual Sunflower Day in 
Term 3 is a hugely exciting event. This year we 
celebrated 20 years of support from Maris Stella, 
and this was the Outreach team’s first major 
fundraising task. The whole school supported 
this very worthy cause and almost 950 topes 
were sold! The highlight of this day is the Fashion 
Show where classes get to show off their 
beautiful outfits.

Bronwyn Harris – Outreach Leader

2018 has been a highly successful and rewarding 
year for Interact. The club, led by Mrs Ward and 
the Board, has been involved in a number of 
fulfilling and enjoyable projects in our community 
this year, in which every member has participated 
with energy and enthusiasm, despite often 
needing to give up their Saturday and Sunday 
mornings. 

This year, we were involved in the following 
projects: we made sandwiches for bread buddies, 
did street collections for various organisation 
such as the KwaZulu-Natal Blind and Deaf 
Society, as well as environmental beach clean ups 
along Durban’s coastline. 

Our girls have been heavily involved in raising 
funds for the Cancer Association of South 
Africa (CANSA), in their CANSA Active division, 
and have worked at many events such as the 
Comrades Marathon, the Amashova and CANSA 
Active organised events in this capacity. At the 
end of every year, the Interact Club is involved 
in the country-wide charity project called Santa’s 
Shoeboxes which aims to distribute Christmas 
gifts to thousands of underprivileged children in 
South Africa and Namibia. 

Throughout the year, the girls have given 
generously towards this project, collecting 

various items and toys to be placed in a shoebox, 
which were wrapped and delivered in October. It 
is always a humbling experience to give back to 
our community, and it is a privilege to be able to 
help others who are less fortunate than we are. 

A big thank you must be said to the Board 
and Mrs Ward, who have worked tirelessly 
throughout the year to prepare, organise and 
oversee projects and to all the girls involved in 
the Club who have worked similarly tirelessly and 
with enthusiasm at every function and project. 
I encourage every girl to become involved in 
Interact, as the work the Club does, captures the 
essence of our ethos and servant leadership, and 
the rewards associated with serving others are 
both gratifying and infinite.

Amy Randelhoff - Interact Board Member

Outreach Report

Interact Report
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Softball Water Polo
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Netball

Hockey



Inter-House Gala
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High 
School 
Culture

Circus Olympus

French Day

Marimbas
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Circus Olympus

Dance@Kearsney

Art
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Choir



On 2nd July when we left South Africa, 
we were very excited for our 10 day trip 
around the amazing country of France.  
We loved our sightseeing and being 
able to experience many stunning 
cathedrals like Notre-Dame, and castles 
such as Château de Chenonceau and 
the Palace of Versailles.

It was a lovely experience as we not 
only saw the intricate details of the 
structures but also learnt about their 
history. We also visited numerous, well 
known cities like Paris, Nice and Antibes 
and even went on a day trip around 
Monaco. However, my favourite and 
most memorable destination was Saint-
Malo. We were allowed to walk in small 
groups through the town and spent our 
time shopping, speaking French to local 
residents and enjoyed the marvellous 
landscapes of the city from the gigantic 
walls that blanket it. 

We absolutely relished the food 
especially their specialties of ice cream, 
crêpes and ‘moules-frites’ (small 
mussels and chips). I loved every minute 
of this tour and felt so safe and free with 
the girls I went with and my teacher Mrs 
Davenport. It was the most incredible, 
life-changing experience and I’m so 
glad that I took the opportunity to go 
on it.  

By Arielle Jack

French Tour
Paris, popularly known as the city of love, 
was the city of adventure for us, 
starting with the moment our hearts 
fluttered at the first sight of the Eiffel 
Tower out of our bus window to our last 
wave goodbye. 

As we whizzed through the city, we 
soaked in everything from its thousands 
of intricate side streets to the wide 
spread lawns of the gardens of Versailles. 
Experiences that could only be relived 
through memories included moments 
such as taking in the lit-up city views from 
the second floor of the Eiffel Tower, the 
slight panic and giggles of trying to all 
get into the Metro, as well as reminiscing 
about our childhood dreams of meeting 
the Disney princesses in Disneyland. 
Paris, brimming with its culture and 
diversity, filled us with new-found 
knowledge and a strong desire for more. 

Nice, with its hundreds of unique ice 
creams stores and relaxed atmosphere, 
was nothing short of a dream. Drifting in 
its azur blue waters we were able to enjoy 
its beautiful weather. 

We loved the famous Vieux Nice 
markets, taking in all of the smells and 
marvelling over the bright colours of 
the fresh produce. Nice was only a short 
train ride away from Antibes, a small 
town along the coast where we stayed. 
Antibes, with its friendly people made 
us feel right at home. We felt just like 
locals celebrating the victory of the FIFA 
Semi-finals with them and intertwining 
ourselves in their culture and language.  

By Lucy Paynter
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marisstellaschool

Fathima Aniff

“Chase excellence and 
success will follow!”

marisstellaschool

Erin Bazley

“Follow your heart but take 
your brain with you”

marisstellaschool

Courtney Blandin de Chalain

“Whoever stole my 
popcorn, I’m still mad.”

marisstellaschool

“Happiness can be found even in 
the darkest of times, if one only 
remembers to turn on the light.

(Albus Dumbledore)”

Danielle Boyd

marisstellaschool

“Just eat cake.”

Candice Brown

marisstellaschool

“Just wanted to thank FOIL 
and STOMPI for always 

being there for me.”

Claire Canter

marisstellaschool

“Your speed doesn’t 
matter, forward is forward.”

Naledi Cele

marisstellaschool

“Ted talks but do we 
listen.”

Amy Chelin

marisstellaschool

“When was this due?”

Dhenishta Chetty

marisstellaschool

“I’m not telling you it’s going to 
be easy, I’m telling you it’s going 

to be worth it.” (Art Williams)

Daniéle Clayton

marisstellaschool

Kayla Colby

marisstellaschool

“Real queens fix each 
other’s crowns.”

marisstellaschool

“I’d rather be patchy 
than pale.”

marisstellaschool

“Who’s going out this 
weekend?”

Tannah Craig

marisstellaschool

“Prove them wrong babe.”

Laila Davids

marisstellaschool

“I just came for the 
banter.”

“When I die, I want the people I did 
group projects with to lower me into 
the ground, so they can let me down 

one more time.”

Claudia Coppla

Cameryn Craig Coral Dessington

Matric Photos
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marisstellaschool

Xoliswa Gcaba

“Your network is your 
net worth.”

marisstellaschool

Tereka Glen

“Don’t be sad, because sad 
backwards is ‘das’ and das 

not good.”

marisstellaschool

Busisiwe Goduka

“It’s hard being the 
Beyoncé in a school full of 
Michelle’s… But, I did it!!”

marisstellaschool

“The comeback is always 
stronger than the setback.”

marisstellaschool

“I’m a firm believer in if you’re 
going to fail, you might as well 
fail spectacularly.” (Dan Avidan)

marisstellaschool

“I love this school.”

marisstellaschool

“I still don’t know what 
gestus is.”

Paige Harwood

marisstellaschool

“There is nothing in nature that 
blooms all year long, so do not 

expect yourself to.”

Lila Heath

marisstellaschool

“After all this time?”

Rachel Herrington

marisstellaschool

“Always be genuine, 
you can’t photoshop a 

personality.”

Jasmin Hodman

marisstellaschool

Tyra Iyer

marisstellaschool

“This was LEGEND…”

marisstellaschool

“Be brave, be bold, be 
you.”

marisstellaschool

“You are the only bible some 
unbelievers will ever read.“ 

(John MacArthur)

marisstellaschool

“Never lose an opportunity of 
seeing anything beautiful, for 
beauty is God’s handwriting.”

Lulama Khoza

marisstellaschool

“I keep my eyes always on the 
Lord. With him at my right hand, I 
will not be shaken” (Psalms 16:8)

“My yearbook quote is 
like I am for all my classes, 

unprepared.”

Atara Jawahir

Urusa Khan Sinenhlanhla Khumalo

Nidhi Govender

Mayukha Govind Ram Rachel Grobbelaar

Londizwi Khathi

marisstellaschool

“She is clothed in strength and 
dignity and laughs without fear 
of the future” (Proverbs 31:25)

Sanele Dlamini

marisstellaschool

“I am the master of my fate, 
I am the captain of my soul” 

(Invictus)

Catherine Dunn

marisstellaschool

Claudia Dus

marisstellaschool

“Christ died for me, so I 
will live for Him.”

“Take the risk or lose 
the chance.”

Tyra-Clé Fynn
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marisstellaschool

“Life is short. The world is wide 
- I wanna make some memories” 
(Mamma Mia, here we go again!)

marisstellaschool

“I forgot my PE kit” 
(Everyone)

marisstellaschool

Nolwazi Mkefa

“I’ve been down 9 times, 
but I’ll get up 10.”

marisstellaschool

“I still don’t understand 
probability.”

marisstellaschool

“One advantage of being disorderly 
is that one is constantly making 
exciting discoveries” (AA Milne)

marisstellaschool

“The roof may not be my 
child, but I will raise it.” 

(Mahatma Gandhi)

marisstellaschool

“In TEN years’ time I’ll 
TALIA about the time I fell 
up the stairs… everyday!”

Talia Nazar

marisstellaschool

“Stay hydrated.”

marisstellaschool

“We were the people who were not 
in the papers. We lived in the gaps 

between the stories, Here, we made 
our mark” (Margaret Atwood)

Dana Osborn

marisstellaschool

“Thanks for not blocking 
YouTube on the 
 school Wi-Fi.”

Georgina Packham

marisstellaschool

Jemima Pather

marisstellaschool

“Less egos, more amigos.”

marisstellaschool

“If you don’t go after what you want, you’ll 
never have it. If you don’t ask, the answer is 
always no. If you don’t step forward, you’re 
always in the same place.” (Nora Roberts)

marisstellaschool

“Go. Love intentionally, 
extravagantly, unconditionally. The 

broken world waits in 
  darkness for the light that is you.”

marisstellaschool

“Well, that wasn’t High 
School Musical.”

Mayukha Pillay

marisstellaschool

“I hope your dreams take you to the corners of 
  your smiles, to the highest of your hopes, to 
the windows of your opportunities, and to the 

most special places your heart has ever known.”

“I hope my future is as good 
as my eyebrows.”

Daelyn Pearce

Kaede Persadh Savannah Prange

Ciarra Mooney

Lerusha Naidoo Lisantha Naidoo

Lesharia Pillay

Megan McFerren Alessandra Meloni

Zamangwane Nhlabathi

marisstellaschool

“Open your mind before 
your mouth.”

marisstellaschool

“If you are lucky enough to be 
different, don’t ever change” (Taylor 

Swift) PS: Make every hair 
Flip Fabulous!

marisstellaschool

“Be who you are and say what you feel 
because those who matter don’t mind 
and those who mind, don’t matter.”

Christine Lund

marisstellaschool

“Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 

about itself” (Matthew 6:34)

Palesa MalokaKenda LangJordan Lambert
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marisstellaschool

“I couldn’t make it through 
my growth spurt, but I made it 

through matric.”

marisstellaschool

Caitlin Steen

“If God brings you to it, He 
will bring you through it.”

marisstellaschool

Kaylin Techet

“Always”

marisstellaschool

“My assignments aren’t 
done but I sure am.”

marisstellaschool

“I got honours for my 
maths skills.”

marisstellaschool

“Life’s a struggle when 
you’re a muggle.”

marisstellaschool

“A bird sitting in a tree is never 
afraid of the branch breaking 
because her trust is not in the 
branch, but in her own wings.”

Cerin Vaughan

marisstellaschool

“Optimism is the faith that 
leads to achievement.”

Erin Vere

marisstellaschool

“I genuinely thought school 
only started at 8.”

Sarah Volek

marisstellaschool

“…wait for it… DARY!”

Ashlyn Wheatley

marisstellaschool

Anathi Xaba

marisstellaschool

“Yazini Oe, you only live 
once.”

“Take care of your soul.”

Sesiphiwe Zwane

Sarah-Jade Thomson

Ciara Van Der Westhuizen Abby Van Zyl

marisstellaschool

“Selling all sports kits and 
house shirts, never 

  worn, price tags still on.”

marisstellaschool

“Be great. You never know 
who you’re inspiring.”

marisstellaschool

“Don’t compare yourself to 
anyone in this world, if you do so, 

you are insulting yourself.”

Riya Sanker

marisstellaschool

“Was released from a 14-
year sentence.”

Kyara SinghKeli ReynoldsSabrina Pulvirenti

Laiken Spenceley

Farewell
Class of 2018
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Special Events
First Day 
of School 

Remembering 
Mandela

Valentines Day
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Coffee Shoppe

Maris Stella’s 
119 th Birthday
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STAFF
NEWS

WELCOME TO THE
MARIS STELLA FAMILY

 Terri Thurtell -  Grade 4 Teacher

 Kati Neal  - Grade 5 Teacher

 Samantha Soper - Grade 2 Teacher

 Lee Gerber  -	French	and	Life	Orientation	Teacher

 Shanna Hughes  -  Computer Science Teacher

 Kristi Dewar -  Business Economics Teacher

 Denise Lee - Accountancy Teacher

 Tammy Styles - School Counsellor/Educational Psychologist

 Elané Nel  - Afrikaans Teacher

 Nicky Williams  - Pre-school and JP PE Teacher

 Monique Frankson - Grade 10 – 12 PE Teacher

 Snoekie Du Plessis - JP and Prep Music Teacher

 Estar Manyathela, Precious Sibiya, Goodness Nyandeni   
- Support Staff

WE SAY FAREWELL TO:

Angelique Sykes – January 2010 to 
August 2018 (9 years)
“It was truly a blessing to have been part of 
the Maris Stella family: 12 years spent as a 
learner and then 9 years as a teacher. The Holy 
Family values and ethos instilled have made all 
the difference in the high quality of education 
and teaching at Maris Stella. A school with 
heart! What I miss the most about the girls: 
was the occasional past pupil who would ‘pop’ 
into my classroom just to say “hi!” Each and 
every little girl holds a very special place in 
my heart- I miss each one of you! Maris Stella: 
Faith, Family, Future... forever.”

Stacey Joubert – July 2008 to 
December 2018 (10 years) 
“Goodbye,” said the Fox. “Here is my secret. 
It’s quite simple. One sees clearly only with 
the heart. Anything essential is invisible 
to the eyes.” – The Little Prince.  My time 
here has been made special by the deep 
and meaningful relationships which I have 
cultivated with both my friends on the staff 
and my beloved pupils. Maris Stella has been 
my family for well over ten years, before I even 
started my own family. The school has been 

at the heart of who I am as a teacher and has helped me grow as a 
person. Maris Stella has been more than just a building; it has been 
a place that has felt like home, a safe haven where I have learned to 
have faith and trust in God’s plan for my family. 

Leanne Dyer - April 2012 to 
December 2018 (6,5 years)
My experience at Maris Stella has been 
a very positive, happy, rewarding and 
memorable one for which I am truly 
grateful. I have gained so much as a 
person teaching in the Prep Phase with 
the amazing team and would like to thank 
all staff at Maris Stella for the support 
and assistance given to me throughout 
my time here. I am passionate about 

teaching children and have loved sharing in the girls’ academic 
achievements, talents and interests and watching them to 
develop, grow and realise their potential. I loved being involved 
in Ecokids and sharing my passion for the environment. I 
will treasure my memories and look forward to a continued 
relationship and will always feel part of the Maris Stella family.

Taryn Hardwick - July 2008 to 
December 2018 (10 years)
“I have had the most wonderful 10 years at 
Maris Stella. I could not have asked for a better 
environment to work in. I had the privilege of 
having my daughter at this beautiful school 
and watching her grow and mature from 
JP right through to high school. I will miss 
my gorgeous colleagues so much and the 
beautiful environment that I have been so 
fortunate to work in. I will miss the happy faces 
of the girls and the very special masses that we 
are so lucky to be able to attend.

Natasha Tsouris – January 2014 to 
December 2018 (5 years)
They say ‘dynamite comes in small 
packages’, and this is true of Ms Tsouris, 
who although small in size, has energy 
and enthusiasm that is beyond impressive.  
Natasha has been part of our Maris Stella 
family for 5 years and has been involved 
in many areas of the school, teaching LO 
to high school girls, RE to intermediate 
phase pupils and more recently, RE to the 

Prep and Foundation phase pupils. What we shall remember 
her most for, is her beautiful voice as she leads our school in 
Praise and Worship at our masses. Natasha is a woman who 
is deeply committed to her Catholic faith and is not afraid 
“to walk the talk” She has been an incredible example to the 
many pupils who have been taught by her. During the time that 
Natasha has taught at Maris Stella, we have also welcomed 
Natasha’s three beautiful boys, Noah, Ezra and Ethan, who have 
brought such joy to her lifeAs Natasha leaves to start teaching 
Religious Education at St Henry’s School, we wish her and her 
family all the very best for their future.

Ros Schumann – January 2007 to 
December 2018 (12 years)
Ros started at Maris Stella in the R.E 
Department in 2007, and later became a 
valuable member of our English Department.  
Her professional approach to her subject and 
the manner in which she carried out all the 
demands of this subject have been exemplary.  
In addition, Ros steered our debaters to 
great heights through hard work and careful 
management.  Ros’s quiet demeanour belies 
her quirky style and delightful sense of humour. 

She will be sorely missed by her students and staff alike, and we wish 
her all the best for the next chapter in her academic career. 



Newly Weds
We congratulate Jessica 

and Neil Kopke on 
their marriage on 
11 August 2018.

We honour the following 
members of our Maris 
Stella Family for their 

long service to 
our school:

25 Years

20 Years

10 Years

Jeffrey Khumalo

Michele Baird
Anne Tucker

Taryn Hardwick
Stacey Joubert

Rosemarie Lubbe
Richard Mjoka
Helen Ziegler
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Annabelle Burgess – November 2012 
to June 2018 (5,5 years)
If I had to think of the highlights of my time 
at Maris Stella, there is no doubt in my mind 
that they were the World Challenge Tour Trips 
to Vietnam and Thailand in 2014 and 2016 
respectively. While each of the trips were so 
different, the opportunity to experience the 
peoples of those countries was inspiring, 
not to mention the change and growth that 
I witnessed in the girls that participated in 

those tours with myself and Mrs Eichstadt. A very close second, 
were of course, the Touchstone trips of which I attended five. I will 
be forever grateful to Maris Stella for allowing me the opportunity 
to be part of such amazing experience. The aspect that sets Maris 
Stella apart from any other school, is of course its Catholic Ethos, 
and its ability to instil in each of its pupils important Christian 
values and morals. While I certainly hope I was able to teach the 
pupils some important lessons about faith and life, they certainly 
taught me a few things about myself and life as well. I pray that I 
will be able to continue being involved in the very special family 
that is Maris Stella

Chantal van Rooyen – July 2017 to 
December 2018 (1,5 years)
Chantal van Rooyen, although only with 
us for 18 months, made a big impact on 
the lives of her pupils and colleagues.  She 
brought a fresh enthusiasm for her subject, 
as well as innovative and creative ideas, 
which deposited into the girls a love for 
Consumer Studies.  Her pupils thrived 
under her teaching, not only academically 
but she inspired and motivated them on an 

emotional level too.  Many an afternoon the staff would come into 
the staffroom teased by the warm and tantalising smells coming 
from the baked goods the girls had made in their practical lessons.  
Chantal was also responsible for the design of our new kitchen 
which the girls are very proud to use.

Shelley Grunewald – January 2015 to
 December 2018 (4 years)
“I have loved the meaningful relationships 
I have built with the families I have taught 
during my 4 years at Maris Stella.  In Grade 
000, I don’t just look after my girls, I build 
relationships with their parents too.  Be it 
advice, sharing a joyful new milestone, or 
just a “how are you”; I am really going to 
miss being a part of the family journey.  My 
favourite memories will include walking 

through the “Top School” and getting huge hugs from the girls 
who have come up to Grade 1.  It is a reminder of the special 
relationship we have forged in their Pre-school days.”

Megan Kidd and her husband 
James on the birth of Mackenzie 
Angus, on 11 April.

Congratulations to the following 
special teachers on the arrivals of 
their beautiful children:

Stacey Joubert and husband 
David on the birth of Liam 
Connor, on 13 June.

Sarah Dalton and her husband 
Luke on the birth of Finn, 
on 16 March.

Jessica Da Silva and her 
husband Calvin on the birth 
of Isla Mae, on 16 October.

Candice Potgieter - January 2017 to 
December 2018 (2 years)
During the short time she was with the 
Maris Stella Family, Candice had a huge 
impact on our girls both in and out of 
the History classroom.  Her sense of 
humour was appreciated by the girls, 
who so enjoyed their History lessons and 
excursions with her.  She also shared her 
passion for netball with our 1st Team, who 
enjoyed an excellent season under her 
coaching.

Lee-Anne Keet - January 2014 to
May 2018 (4,5 years)
Lee-Anne spent much of her time at 
Maris Stella at the pool side, for which 
we are very grateful.  Her vast Water Polo 
experience was hugely beneficial to our 
Water Polo teams, which Lee-Anne took 
from strength to strength.  We wish her 
and her family all the best as she takes on 
new challenges in the future.



Aftercare Staff
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Teaching Staff

First Row:

Second Row:

Third Row: 

Fourth Row:

Fifth Row:

Carol Eichstadt, Beth Prothero, Caron Nesbit, Debbie Sutcliffe, Wendy Plumbley, Joan Schmidt, Bridget Aaron, Liezl Scott, 
Janine Serrurier, Heather Braatvedt, Anne Tucker
Natasha Tsouris, Lerushca Smit, Geraldine Crick, Kati Neal, Julia van Blerk, Leanne Miskey, Clair Cholwich, Tammy Styles, Nicky Williams, 
Kristi Dewar, Jessica Kopke, Helen Ziegler
Sue van Blerk, Zandile Hlongwa, Julie de Robillard, Angela Langlois, Jenna Dermick, Delphine Ward, Terri Thurtell, Samantha Soper, 
Soné Vrey, Jessica Da Silva, Monique Frankson, Ros Schumann, Shanna Hughes, Tracey Savage
Hazel Mkhize, Kate Lewis, Alana Holmes, Snoekie du Plessis, Sarah Dalton, Shelly Grunewald, Tyler Rodrigues, Taryn Hardwick, 
Sarah Henderson, Elané Nel, Gail Dowsley, Debbie Vermeulen, Michelle Thackwray
Denise Lee, Aimee Smithers, Lianne Pearce, Angelique Sykes, Chantal van Rooyen, Candice Potgieter, Filip Kormuth, 
Charles Janse van Rensburg, Gill Meier Mattern, Liesl Gerber, Eileen Andrew, Anke Bezuidenhout, Karen Ireland

First Row:
Second Row:

Sibongile Makhaye, Selina Naidoo, Lisa Pillay, Hazel Naidoo
Dorota Kawecka, Carol Collins
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Administrative 
Staff

Maintenance & 
Support Staff

First Row:
Second Row:

Sinazo Jafta, Busi Hlengwa, Mfundo Sikhuni, Rosemarie Lubbee, Carol Coubrough, Jenny Reddy 
Kate Du Toit, Brandon Shadrach, Cindy Hudson, Lynn Courtois, Kerry Scullard, Zola Tschicila, Toni Kelland, Venerande Niyotugira

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row:

Bongi Mbatha, Sindy Jili, Nelie Magubane, Vusi Mchunu, Sibongile Makhaye, Jane Hadebe, Nicky Mjoka
Dudu Manyathela, Nosipho Mabaso, Tom Sibiya, Precious Sibiya, William Luthuli, Calvin Qabela
Stanley Jili, Mandla Mabaso, Moses Mchunu, Richard Mjoka, Clarence Mdaka, Wandile Mzizi, Goodness Nyandeni, Fezile Batyi 
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Autographs



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

POD E067, GATEWAY THEATRE OF SHOPPING 
1 PALM BOULEVARD, UMHLANGA RIDGE 

 

WE DELIVER 031 536 2111 
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maris stella

558 Stephen Dlamini Road (Essenwood Road), Berea, Durban, 4001
Tel: 031 209 9426  Fax: 031 209 8162  Email: ms@marisstella.co.za

www.marisstella.co.za


