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PRINCIPAL’S
REPORTBY JOAN SCHMIDT

The achievements and activities of 2016 are a continuation of our 
proud heritage and tradition which our school has built up over the 
past 117 years. 

Obviously there has been much change in this period, as of course 
there should be in education, but there is much that has remained 
the same, so much that has gone unchanged;

The ethos of our school, 
Our commitment to the wider community, 
A school with a positive approach and which encourages the girls 
to be happy and to embrace their individuality.

From the Board, to the staff, to our parents and girls – we all 
celebrate our school’s character and protect it vigorously.  
However, due to the times in which we live, this is being 
challenged daily.  Society poses threats to our character. We 
live in a world of rampant materialism, of instant gratification, 
and where the other person is no longer important as long as 
we get to where we want. All of this conflicts with our values 
and morals. There seems to be no time for reflection nor quiet 
– life is lived at a speed which does not always give us time for 
this.  Indulgence today is space, peace and quietness. 
 
The Independent Education sector, with rightfully heightened 
parental expectations, is fiercely competitive and a school can 
become distracted by these pressures.  

We need to ensure that we remain true to the Holy Family 
charism and true to our ethos. These are complex times; 
we trust in God’s plan for our school and continue to work 
diligently to fulfil our goal. Our aim is to ensure that our girls 
focus on personal development and growth and not solely on 
achievement. Excellence lies in doing the very best you can 
and living the best life you can – in living out God’s purpose 
for you.  Maris Stella’s purpose is fulfilled if our girls leave here 
confident, have integrity and a deep respect for all humanity.

This year in education, both in the field of Basic Education and 
Higher Education, the focus has been taken off education and 
much time and energy has been spent on political issues. 

Once again “The Fees Must Fall” campaign and the issue of 
access to tertiary education has been at the forefront of our 
attention.  Questions around schools codes of conduct have 
been the focus of many debates and discussions.   

These issues have caused uncertainty and anxiety for the 
youth of our country and closer to home, most definitely some 
level of unease for our senior girls.  I have enormous admiration 
and respect for our Matric girls – they have managed to remain 
committed to their studies and not allowed themselves to be 
distracted during this extensive period of unrest.
 
Dr Max Price, Vice-Chancellor at the University of Cape Town 
has had this to say about the way forward at the university: 

Our best chance for success will come when individuals on all 
sides commit to ongoing engagement, to deep and respectful 
listening, and to making an effort to understand views that may 
not be similar to what we are comfortable with. We should – 
from all sides – renounce the temptations of racialised vitriol 
and rhetorical simplifications. We have to be open to changing 
our minds even about things we have always felt so sure 
about – based on reason and understanding of the other’s 
perspective. This is what a university environment is about.

Let’s all demonstrate that openness and work to find each other. 
Advocate Thuli Madonsela when speaking about fee protests 
at the Ahmed Kathrada Lecture in Johannesburg said:

“People who are trapped at the bottom of society because 
of persisting racial disparities compounded by gender 
discrimination and class inequality will remain trapped at 
the bottom of society.”

As a Catholic School, we are called to stand up against 
discrimination and inequality. It goes without saying that these 
sentiments expressed by Max Price and Thuli Madonsela are 
lessons in life – whilst we support and admire the value that 
students place on education we cannot support intimidation, 
disrespect and violence.
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There is one irrefutable fact that stares 
us in the face and that is that South Africa 
needs educated people.  We need fresh, 
eager young people who are motivated 
and ready to explore the needs of 
South Africa.  Good education crafts the 
expertise, discipline and analytical mind 
that is so necessary for this success. In all 
of this –the question that we ask ourselves 
is how can we make a positive difference 
in all of this upset and confusion?  

Too frequently we think that we have to 
do something spectacular, but we need 
to remember that every act of kindness, 
every good deed counts, we need to be 
activists of peace – and when all of this 
comes together, change will happen.  

Let us be part of that change.
 

I thank all the role players for what they 
have done for Maris Stella this year: the 
Board of Governors, in particular Mike 
Montocchio, for their vision, support and 
above all their firm commitment to uphold 
the family values for which Maris Stella is 
renowned, the Parents’ Association for 
the unfailingly cheerful and active role 
that they play in fundraising and arranging 
functions for the school family. 

The Maintenance and Support Staff for 
their loyalty and for taking such pride in 
maintaining our beautiful school.  

Then also to our Administration staff who 
work tirelessly and with such dedication.  
At the end of the year, three of our Admin 
and Support staff retire.
  
Mrs Hilda Zuma has worked at Maris 
Stella since 1981, 35 years ago, Hilda has 

so obviously loved her work here, she is 
always cheerful and I know that the ladies 
with whom she works are going to miss 
her wisdom and kindness.  

Wellington Ngolo was employed at 
Maris Stella in 1977, that is 39 years ago.  
Wellington works in the garden and takes 
great pride in his work.  

Mrs Trish Martin has been with us for close 
on 11 years.  We thank her most sincerely 
for her efficiency, and her willingness to 
help. Every girl who has attended Maris 
Stella over the last 10 years would have at 
some time or another asked Trish Martin 
for something – ranging from nail polish 
remover to being allowed to use the 
phone. 

Our teachers are without a doubt our 
biggest asset – the girls are supported 
and encouraged by their teachers. They 
work with dedication and perseverance, 
love and care in order to educate the girls 
as well as possible for life. Thank you for 
your enthusiasm, for your diverse skills 
and experience which each of you gives 
so willingly for the benefit of our girls. 

On our teaching staff we say goodbye to 
Mrs Nikki Early. Nikki has been with us for 
this year only, but has most certainly made 
her mark in the Music Department.  Nikki, 
we wish you much happiness for your 
future.

Mrs Nancy Strauss will become a part 
time teacher next year as she has been 
offered a position as Creative Director at 
Tru Life Productions.  Nancy – thank you 
for everything you have done in the Drama 
Department – you have made a difference 
in the life of so many of our girls and we 
are very glad that you will still be with us 
albeit part time next year! 

Mrs Moya van der Linde, our much loved 
Junior Religion teacher also retires.  Moya 
began at Maris Stella in 1989 where she 
taught in the Junior Primary Phase and 
then moved to the Religion Department.  
Moya has had a significant impact on many 
of the girls both past and present spiritual 
development. Her sense of humour, her 
humble approach, her attentiveness to 

each individual child – Moya is an example 
of someone who truly lives her Faith. 
Moya will continue with church ministry 
in her retirement and will remain active in 
spreading the love of Christ to others.  

To my Management Team – 
This remarkable team of women who;
• Care more than others think is wise
• Risk more than others think is safe
• Dream more than others think is 

practical
• Expect more than others think is 

possible
• Pray more than you think is needed

Thank you for your unfailing support and 
enthusiasm.

In particular I thank Wendy Plumbley for 
her total dedication and wisdom.  I am 
indeed truly blessed to have a person 
of her calibre to work with – thank you 
Wendy for all that you are and all that you 
do for me.

Finally, to the Matrics of 2016 – tomorrow 
is going to be here all too soon. 

You will be wearing your red dress, and 
hopefully your hat, for the last time – 
and suddenly adult life begins. You will 
be presented with many opportunites 
and many challenges – and you will face 
difficult choices. Remember what you 
have learnt at Maris Stella about faith 
and spiritual values, about the values of  
honesty, of generosity, of compassion, of 
courage, of humility, of determination and 
of respect. Take the opportunities, meet 
the challenges and you will make the right 
choices.  

Remember the words of our school song: 
‘‘but our hearts abideth here, Ave Maris 
Stella” 

Go well girls!
Thank you!
 

“Education is the great engine of personal 
development. It is through education that the 
daughter of a peasant can become a doctor, that 
a son of a mineworker can become the head of the 
mine, that a child of farm workers can become the 
president of a great nation.” 
Nelson Mandela.
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Confession and this was a beautiful time for our girls to experience 
the love and mercy that is God. The various Penitential Services which 
ended our first term for the pupils and staff, highlighted Christ’s call to 
us to “Be Merciful as your Father is Merciful” – Luke 6:36.

Maris Stella comes together to celebrate Mass as a school family and 
those that we celebrated this past year were exceptionally beautiful. 
The Grade 9s prepared the Ascension Day Mass which reminded us 
that Christ has not said a final goodbye but that we will meet Him again.

We celebrated Cardinal Napier’s 75th birthday along with the school’s 
birthday as a double celebration to Rejoice. This mass was a feast of 
colour and thanksgiving that lifted our spirits and united us as one 
happy family.

We celebrated a special Old Girls’ Mass together with Women’s Day 
with the theme… Women sing with One Voice. This Mass gave thanks 
for the brave women who started Maris Stella School as well as the 
past and present pupils and staff who have kept the Voice of Maris 
Stella alive and who have played a role in this beautiful school and in 
ensuring strong and vibrant women walk from its doors into the world, 
to bring about a meaningful and positive change. 

The Matric Mass is always a special one that is held in the Chapel, for 
the girls and their families. It is a celebration of their achievements 
in all the areas of their school life and an opportunity to give thanks 
for the blessings and the friendships that they have each received. It 
is moving to see these young ladies come together in this beautiful 
space, in the presence of God, to praise and give thanks and to ask 
a blessing upon them as they leave to write their final examinations.

The final Mass, held on the last day of the academic year was a 
culmination of the Year of Mercy, highlighting the cycle of the birth 
of Jesus, how he teaches and blesses us with Virtues and Mercy so 
that we may become more like Him and thereby be re-united with 
God. Emphasis was placed on what we need to pack into our ‘bags/
heart’ for this Spiritual journey, especially as we said our goodbyes to 
staff and pupils, we hoped that they had indeed packed the virtues of 
Kindness, Compassion, Humility, Forgiveness, Gentleness, Gratitude, 
Love, Praise and Worship.

Each phase has the opportunity to participate in a Praise and Worship 
Service and this is a lovely opportunity for pupils, and often parents, 
to come together as a family to worship. These have been beautiful 
occasions and are unique to our school in that it gives us the opportunity 
to be made aware of the blessings that we each receive; to sing and 
pray together and to offer our love to God, our loving Father.

We also experimented with having our first Taizé evening this year, 
which was not well supported but nonetheless a very meaningful and 
special evening. 

Our Impact Rally was also a first for Maris Stella and a wonderful 
evening was had by a large group of pupils from various schools who 
came together to listen to a dynamic speaker and to sing praises along 
with the band, ‘24 Skies.’

The Nativity plays that the Pre-school and Junior Primary enacted 
to bring the real meaning of Christmas home to the families of Maris 
Stella, were accompanied by beautiful singing of carols.

Finally, the Carol Service was yet another opportunity in which the 
school family was made aware of the HOPE that the Christ child brings 
with Him amidst the chaos of our modern world. The readings, prose 
and carols were enjoyed by all and instilled in everyone the expectant 
Joy that Christmas brings and encouraged us all to bring this light of 
Christ into our World.

Virtues Programme
This year running alongside the Papal theme of the Year of Mercy, Maris 
Stella introduced a Virtues Programme. The aim of this programme 
was to encourage pupils and staff to focus on what is Virtuous or 
Good, so as to encourage a change of habits and in so doing create 

We started our Academic Year with the Grade 12 Mass that opened the 
doors to the Mercy that is so much a part of our Ethos at Maris Stella. As a 
Catholic School we are called to be involved in the Corporal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy encouraging one another to be the hands of Jesus who 
feed the hungry and clothe the naked; visit the sick and elderly and set 
free those who are held captive by their circumstances of poverty. We 
are inspired to be an example to the world as we are encouraged to bear 
wrongs patiently, instruct the ignorant, comfort the afflicted and pray for 
those living and the dead. This Holy Year of Mercy, declared by Pope 
Francis to be an Extraordinary Jubilee Year that had the Mercy of God 
at its centre, was highlighted throughout our religious year and in all our 
celebrations. The beautiful banner of Jesus radiating blessings of red, 
white and blue lights from His heart was resident in the Chapel, and many 
a young pupil has grown to adore this depiction of Our Lord of Mercy, and 
feel safe in its presence.

This theme of Mercy was especially highlighted in our Lenten programme, 
which began with the Ash Wednesday Mass prepared by the Grade 8 
classes, and within our Religious Education lessons. The Stations of the 
Cross were offered each Friday morning as a “Way to God’s Mercy.” The 
pupils from Grade 4 to Grade 12 were each given the opportunity to go to 

“Mercy is the force that 
reawakens us to new life and 
instils in us the COURAGE to look to 
the future with HOPE.”
Pope Francis

RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
REPORT
BY KAREN BODLEY

Page kindly sponsored by the Harrison Family
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a better world for ourselves and for others. If 
we can instil virtuous thoughts and minds, 
then it follows that our actions and words will 
be virtuous and the ripple effect it can have 
upon the world has immense possibilities. This 
programme has been effective and there have 
been signs of the pupils and staff taking this to 
heart and making it real in their lives. 

Retreats
The pupils and staff at Maris Stella are very 
fortunate indeed in that each person is given 
the opportunity to be on Retreat. From the 
littlest pupil in Grade 000 to the biggest in 
Grade 12, as well as the maintenance, teaching 
and support staff; everyone receives the 
opportunity to retreat from their ordinary lives, 
and to spend time in the presence of God where 
they are given the chance to further develop a 
relationship with Him. In a world where life is so 
busy and the opportunity to STOP and be quiet 
is seldom available, this is truly a priceless gift. 

Chapel
Although there are schools that are fortunate to 
have a chapel on their premises, our chapel is 
not only truly beautiful, but is also situated within 
the heart of the school and is accessible to all. 
Our Wednesday morning Chapel services have 
been extremely well-supported by the girls 
from all phases and it is a wonderful way to start 
one’s day. The doors of this House of God are 
open to all who belong to the Maris Stella family 
and it is especially wonderful to see the many 
pupils, staff and parents who make use of this 

holy space. It was St Paul who encouraged us 
to be open to a prayer life. “Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God.” Philippians 4:6-7

In Gratitude
Fr Peter has been a wonderful supportive 
Chaplain and his lovely stories during his 
homilies always keep the pupils interested and 
bring home an important meaning of the theme 
of the Mass. His help on the many retreats, 
the Paschal Meal, the Taizé Service and Carol 
Service is so appreciated. We are truly fortunate 
to have Fr Peter to help guide us on our Spiritual 
journey.

The Catholic Schools’ Office work tirelessly 
to offer a selection of courses to our staff and 
for this, we at Maris Stella are truly grateful. 
This past year saw our staff attend courses on 
‘Leadership within the School’ by Dr Richard 
Haywood; ‘Bullying’ by Dr Anita Kriel; ‘Through 
Different Eyes’ a course on racism and cultural 
differences in the classroom by Dr Devi Rajab 
and ‘Laudato Si’ a course on the sustainability 
of our planet by Fr Cas Paulsen. 

The Holy Family Sisters are still a visible part of 
our school and their presence is appreciated at 
all the many functions that they find the time to 
attend. It is always wonderful to welcome their 
happy faces into the school family, and they are 
a reminder of the interconnectedness of us all.
The dedicated Religion teachers who work to 

guide each pupil to a deeper knowledge of 
God are special people who give of themselves 
so freely. Mrs Annabelle Burgess, Natasha 
Tsouris and Moya van der Linde are wonderful 
women of faith and together we have been a 
great team. I thank them for their support and 
commitment to their work. It is with sadness 
that we say farewell to Mrs Moya van der Linde 
who has been part of the Maris Stella family for 
28 years. Moya’s firm commitment to her Faith 
and Love for God, is evident in her daily life; but 
it has been all the more evident to her pupils, 
thereby inspiring many a young girl to deepen 
her relationship with God. I wish Moya all the 
many blessings and God’s guiding hand in her 
retirement.

Mrs Schmidt and Mrs Plumbley have been most 
supportive of me and I thank them for their 
faith in me and for their advice and guidance 
throughout the year.

It must always be remembered that God’s work 
is the most important work and that none of 
it can be done without His guiding hand. I am 
most grateful for His unfailing presence in my 
life and for holding me in the palm of His hand 
throughout this year.

“And whatever you do, in word or in deed, 
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father, through Him.” 
– Colossians 3: 17 –

It is amazing how time flies.  It seems like only 
yesterday that my report for 2015 was produced.  
And yet, every year has its own characteristics.  Very 
often it centres around one event.  However, this 
year was characterised by the school’s celebration 
of Cardinal Napier’s 75th birthday and the Year of 
Mercy.  

The Mass for the Cardinal was indeed a highlight as 
all stops were pulled out for this wonderful pastoral 
leader who has reached the age of retirement for a 
Bishop  as laid down by Church Law. The Pope has 
accepted his letter of resignation, but has asked the 
Cardinal to remain as Archbishop of the diocese for 
the next two years until a suitable replacement is 
found.  In keeping with the spirit of service which 
has characterised his life, he accepted. It was 
Cardinal’s availability and service over the years, 
as well as his dedication to Catholic education, that 
we saw the need to show our love and gratitude to 
him.  It was a beautiful Mass, attended not only by 
the members of the school, but representatives of 
other Catholic schools in the area. In keeping with 
the tradition of excellence in liturgy over the years, 
the celebration was memorable indeed.  

The Year of Mercy established by Pope Francis for 
the whole Church was embraced by the school 
community.  Girls were encouraged to look at the 
virtues taught by the New Testament in Colossians 
3:12, which reads: “clothe yourselves in compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience”, as 
critical ways in which mercy can be expressed.  Visits 
to Nazareth House and to the Denis Hurley Centre 
were concrete ways in which the girls showed 
their mercy and compassion.  The Choir also took 
part in the schools’ choir event at the Emmanuel 
Cathedral, organised by the Denis Hurley Centre.  
The girls sang beautifully.  The event was attended 
by the Cardinal and the new Apostolic Nuncio, who 
is the Pope’s official representative to South Africa.  
He was most impressed by the standard of music 
on show that night.

We also welcomed Fr. Sabelo Mkhize as the new 
parish priest of Holy Trinity, the parish in which Maris 
Stella is situated.  Fr. Sabelo joined us for some of 
our events, especially making himself available for 
the penitential services.  He was most touched by 
the experience of the school.  We thank Fr. Massimo 
Biancalani for the years of service he gave to Holy 
Trinity parish and for all that he did for the school 
in past years.  

I would like to thank Mrs Schmidt and all her staff 
for the support of Religious Education in the school.  
Gratitude also goes to Mr. Mike Montocchio and the 
Board of Governors for their unstinting dedication 
to the welfare of the school and their continuing 
concern for the religious ethos of the school.  Thanks 
are also due to all those teachers and parents who 
helped to make the Touchstone experience such an 
important one for the formation of the girls.  

Lastly, I would like to thank Mrs Bodley and the rest 
of the RE Department for the incredible amount of 
work and dedication they have put in throughout 
the year. It is with sadness that I say goodbye to 
Maire (Moya) van der Linde after the many years 
of dedicated service she has given to the religious 
upbringing of the little ones of the school.  She will 
be more than sadly missed. Thank you Maire for 
your humour, your dedication and genuine love of 
your pupils, your Church and your faith.

May the year of 2017 be filled with as many good 
memories as we have shared this year.

CHAPLAIN’S 
REPORT 
BY FATHER PETER LAFFERTY
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Have you ever been quiet and while standing, sitting, or even 
lying down, watched a clock’s minute hand tick each second 
away? Try it, and see what you come up with in thought and 
feeling. The other day I discovered myself in front of a biggish 
wall clock and became very aware of that minute hand 
methodically ticking time away. Here, I was watching time going 
never to return, never to be repeated, never to be caught, or 
stopped, to alter what was happening, or not happening…….. 
Yes, indeed, we will never live those passing minutes again, 
they have been lived, and yes, they can teach us a lot as we 
approach 2017.

Change is happening all around us, on the planet on which we 
live and survive, in the cosmos, in our relationships, in ourselves 
and in what we create, or start. 

Imagine Maris Stella, started in 1899 by a group of Holy Family 
Sisters whose aim was to provide education for young girls of 
that time, and remember it was not a priority that the young 
female be educated. The objective to provide education for 
both male and female was to create some kind of unity and 
equality and then hopefully have this experienced in the overall 
society. Since then the world has changed in many, many ways 
and you, the reader, are aware of this, so no need to spell out 
the changes here. I think we are all aware that nothing is static 
and that there is nothing more constant than change. (The only 
thing that is constant is change  - Heraclitus)

The Holy Family Sisters might be diminishing in numbers here 
in South Africa, and that is change after 152 years, but the 
values and goals of goodness, honesty, unity in diversity and 
equality don’t change, but how these values are expressed 
and demonstrated does change – this is development and 
education. 

Very soon the Maris Stella Family will start a new year, 2017, in 
educating young girls and young women. May the values and 
the struggle to deal with and be part of creating positive change 
for the betterment of the planet and humanity, be foremost in 
all the educational endeavours. May the learners be open to 
explore life and learn in a way that brings about resourceful and 
productive challenge to wrongful decisions causing destructive 
and dehumanising change. 

This is the prayer of Holy Family Sisters, and our wish and hope 
for all at Maris Stella for the coming 2017 – live life, you only 
have one and every tick of the clock counts.

We, Holy Family Sisters, thank God and the Maris Stella Family 
for being the shining light it was, is and will be as we all receive 
the great gift of more time in 2017. 

I leave us with the following thought:

“I have always argued that change 
becomes stressful and overwhelming 
only when you’ve lost any sense of the 
constancy of your life. You need firm 
ground to stand on. From there, you 
can deal with that change.”  
- Richard Nelson Bolles

Sister Shelagh Mary

Page kindly sponsored by Catherine Harrison
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I take pleasure once again in presenting this report 
for the 2016 year due to the wonderful successes 
and achievements of our Maris Stella Family. It is 
also with an element of sadness that I present this 
report as it will be my last report as Chairman of the 
Board of Governors.

The Board

I would like to start by thanking the team of 
dedicated parents, past parents, old girls and staff 
who have committed themselves to working for 
the good of the school as members of the Board 
of Governors.  It has been a privilege working with 
you in this team and I send my best wishes and 
prayers for the continued success of the Board 
and its new Chairman. The Board continues to be 
driven by our Vision for Maris Stella to be a leading 
institution in educating girls with skills and values 
to enable them to become strong young women 
who will make significant, positive contributions to 
the challenges faced in South Africa and the world.  
This is supported by the phenomenal response and 
positive feedback in the Parents’ Survey conducted 
in late 2016.

Matric 2016

Congratulations to the Class of 2016 for their 
admirable matric results. One pupil attained a 
Diploma pass whilst all the remaining pupils attained 
Bachelor passes. Whilst we celebrate the significant 
successes of the top pupils  - four of whom scored 
in the top 1% in the Country in particular subjects,  
of even more significance are the successes of 
the pupils who have struggled with their academic 
studies.  These successes are testament to the hard 
work and dedication of the Maris Stella staff.  Thank 
you and congratulations on your efforts, focus, drive 
and interest in the success of our Maris Stella girls.

Strategy

The strategic plan we are following was developed 
5 years ago.  The Board took a view that our future 
direction and focus areas should be reviewed 
and challenged to ensure we remain relevant.  In 
August 2016, the Board participated in a Strategy 
review and current reality check. A number of key 
questions were posed to the Board on various 
topics related to Maris Stella.  These views were 
summarised and discussed with a view to using the 
main themes to give direction to future strategic 
focus areas.

In the discussions the Board questioned whether 
their views might be “myopic”, biased toward the 
positive and not representative of the body of 
parents.  We therefore decided to conduct a survey 

of the parents using the questions put to the Board.  
The results of this survey are extremely important 
inputs to the future strategic focus of the School 
and, as such, I believe it is important to spend some 
time in this report on this survey.

Parents’ Survey – September 2016

The objectives we set out to achieve through the 
survey were:
• To solicit the views of the parents.
• To get a sense of how Maris Stella is perceived 

– and so determine whether the views of the 
Board are reflective of the views of the Parent 
Body.

• To identify strengths to build into future 
marketing drives.

• And to identify developmental areas that 
need to be addressed.

The response rate to the survey was exceptionally 
good. 82% of the Maris Stella parents responded.  
The highest response rate was from the parents of 
the Junior Primary pupils – 93%. 81% of the High 
School parents responded. Response rates in the 
other 2 phases were in the high 70%s.  

In the question of what defines Maris Stella over 
93% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed 
that Maris Stella educates well rounded young 
ladies and the strong ethos, faith and family values 
were the differentiators. Less than 2% of parents 
disagreed with these views.

On the question of why did you select Maris Stella 
90% of parents indicated agreement or strong 
agreement to:
• Class size
• Educate the whole child
• Academic standards
• Ethos of faith and family

Only 1% of respondents disagreed with these 
reasons.

The overwhelming majority of parents see Maris 
Stella’s strengths as:
• Community service
• Focus on the individual child
• Christian values and faith based education
• Emphasis on the whole child learning
• Academic standards

Areas that were highlighted as opportunities for 
improvement were sports coaching and sports 
facilities together with the use of technology in the 
classroom and upgrading the Consumer Studies 
kitchen.

The Board and Management have utilised the 
feedback from the parents by addressing some 
of the “quick wins” immediately. Parents will have 
noticed changes in the focus on sports and the 
employment of new sports coaches.  The strategic 
focus areas of Ethos, Financial Sustainability, 
Marketing and Whole Child learning have been 
confirmed as remaining relevant.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
parents for their fantastic response rate and their 
honest constructive feedback. Feedback on actions 
taken as a result of the survey will be provided 
during the year.

Finance

Maris Stella’s cash position and finances are well 
controlled by Carol Coubrough and the Finance 
Committee chaired by Sharalene Randelhoff. Thank 
you for your tireless efforts and enabling us to keep 
the fee increases under 9% again this year.

Farewell

Thank you to the whole Maris Stella Family for the 
privilege to have served the school on the Board 
over these last 6 years.  Thank you for helping to 
prepare my daughters so well for their futures. I 
look forward to remaining close to the Maris Stella 
Family and its continued success as the leading 
girls school in KZN.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS’

REPORTBY MIKE MONTOCCHIO

Page kindly sponsored by the Canter Family
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At the beginning of the year many people were telling me how 
close I was to the end of my schooling.  That I am going to blink 
and the year is going to be over and I will be starting the next 
chapter of my life.  I certainly didn’t feel this way standing at the 
entrance to the school on my first day of matric. I saw an empty 
book that still had so many blank pages to fill; the end seemed 
to be a lifetime away. Looking back on the year, I realise that 
those people were right; I blinked and suddenly I was writing 
my final exam. The empty pages that I was looking at were now 
filled with memories that I can look back on and cherish forever.

Looking through this book of memories, there are a couple that 
stand out; a few that really made 2016 a great year. The first 
memory being our birthday mass where we also celebrated 
Cardinal Napier’s birthday. It was a beautiful occasion. We all 
came together as a school and as a family and really sang our 
hearts out. Another memory is the matric dance. The dance 
was everything I dreamed it would be. The hall was beautiful, 
the girls’ dresses were exquisite. We had a lot of fun – and then 
it was over! The D & D Gala where we finally pulled off the 
spelling of MS stands out as does the memory our matric tea 
and then going to watch the school play together as a grade. 
These memories we will treasure.

I also have many small unforgettable moments. The memories 
made sitting around a bonfire on our matric retreat singing 
Acapella versions of songs from our childhood. Thick Thigh 
Thursday with Mr Rodrigues where every week someone in our 
physics class would bake, and also getting to use the matric 
stairs after 9 years of watching Matrics walk up and down them. 



My greatest highlight however and 
something that has had a really positive 
impact on my year was the feeling of utmost 
joy, pride and belonging that I felt after our 
Inter-house Gala when the matrics formed 
a circle inside the swimming pool with 
the rest of the high school surrounding 
the pool as we all sang the school song 
together. It was a moment where I could 
feel that I was part of a lot more than just 
a school, that I was a part of this incredible 
family. 

At the beginning of each year, looking 
at the blank pages ahead of us can be 
daunting and we, the 2016 Matrics, wanted 
to encourage everyone to look at the 
pages ahead of us with courage and not 
with the fear of messing up. This year was 
about having the courage to step out of our 
comfort zones, about reaching for the stars 
by setting our goals and making this an 
outstanding year by achieving them. Most 
of all this year was about discovering what 
makes us Maris Stella girls and embracing 
it. That is why we chose the theme “Have 
the courage to be Stella”. We sense that 
the Maris Stella Girls have really embraced 
this theme as we filled the pages of our 
own books throughout the year.

Of course, all the courage in the world could 
not have got us through this Matric year if 
it weren’t for our incredible teachers. Here 
at Maris Stella we are so privileged to have 
the motivating support and dedication of 
our teachers who continue to inspire me. 
They are all so passionate in what they do. 
I hope that someday I love what I do as 
much as they love their work and that I am 
able to inspire people the way my teachers 
have inspired me throughout all my years 
at Maris Stella.

I am really going to miss walking into 
school with my red dress and black hat as 
well as seeing all the cheery faces of my 
Maris Stella Family but I am confident that  
my years at Maris Stella have  prepared me 
well enough with enough courage to go 
out into the world and take on adulthood.

Our Maris Stella family has had a huge 
impact on my life, which makes leaving 
that much harder. But as Winnie the Pooh 
said “How lucky am I to have something 
that makes saying goodbye so hard!” 

9Page kindly sponsored by Anna van Dyk
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This year has, as always, been a financially tough and very busy 
year for the Maris Stella PA. Various fundraising events were held 
during the year , with a total income of R161,000 being generated. 

The details of the events and their respective income are as 
follows:

——
February 
FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 

R5 200

——
April  
MATRIC DANCE FASHION SHOW 

R10 096

——
June  
RAFFLE 

R59 980

——
August 
MARIS STELLA GOLF DAY 

R14 296

——
October 
I HEART MARIS STELLA MARKET

R45 259

——
November 
STAKE YOUR CLAIM

R27 009
These funds will be used for, amongst others, the following 
projects :

• CENTENARY HALL NEW CURTAINS AND CHAIRS 
• CENTENARY HALL KITCHEN NEW FRIDGE
• AREA ADJACENT TO POOL PAVED
• RENOVATION  OF JUNIOR PRIMARY AFTERCARE FACILITY

The success of the PA depends on the assistance of our Maris 
Stella Family, who have supported all of our initiatives in full, 
thank you for this.

Finally  in closing, I would like to make mention that none of 
the events would have been possible without the tremendous  
amount of help from the Maris Stella Teachers and Administration 
staff who have given of their time at each and every event held.  
We as a PA would not have had such successful events without 
the constant support received, we are most grateful for their 
dedication.

We look forward to another rewarding and successful year ahead.

PARENTS’ 
ASSOCIATION

REPORT
BY GUDRUN POWELL
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PREPARATORY PRIZEGIVING
GRADE 4

Diligence: Awarded to the girls in the Prep Phase 
who are conscientious, hardworking and display a 
positive attitude towards their school work. They 
have shown care and effort throughout the year, in 
3 or more subjects:
Meg McCormack
Leonie Muller
Rebecca Naudé
Onke Nzimande
Zanokuhle Sosibo
Mackenzie van Niekerk
Jade Young

Progress: Awarded to girls in the Prep Phase who 
have shown the largest improvement in aggregate 
from Term 2 to 4. Progress must have been made 
in three or more subjects. The following girls 
receive Progress Awards:
Gabriella Freddy
Hannah Houston McMillan

Academic Achievement: Awarded to girls with a 
year aggregate of between 80 and 84%.
Simran Chetty
Lufuno Chili
Paige De Bruin
Thasmeera Govender
Allegra Jones
Tasmé Komal
Arshia Mothilal
Yanga Ndlovu
Hope Nightingale
Tatem Nortje
Reya Pillay
Naledi Ramokoena
Amy Riggien
Hannah Sykes
Tanishtha Vaid

Academic Excellence Awarded to girls who have 
received a year aggregate of 85% and above.  
The following girls have been awarded Academic 
Excellence:
Mia Francke
Hannah Maistry
Amara Motala
Roha Pillay
Kaitlyn Ramduth
Mia Vlotman
In Third Place and also receiving an Academic 
Award for Excellence is Amy Thackwray with an 
overall average of 89.5%.
In Second Place and also receiving an Academic 
Award for Excellence is Nicole Williams with an 
overall average of 90.1%.

In First Place and also receiving an Academic 
Award for Excellence is Irene An with an overall 
average of 92%.

GRADE 5

Diligence: The following girls have been awarded 
Diligence in Grade 5:
Shreya Chetty
Megan Cholwich
Jaimee Coxwell
Olivia Elliot
Alwande  Khanyile
Tara Lingard
Onke Msomi
Kaela-Shane Manikam
Erin Munsamy
Samafuze Ngcobo
Yamkelani Nhlumayo
Phoebe Rivalland
Kaylee Saunders
Tannah Smith
Roxy-Leigh Utermark
Sia Veersamy

Progress: Awarded to the following Grade 5 girls:
Hayley Crowsen
Lea-Shane Manikam
Apeksha Singh

Academic Achievement: Awarded to girls with a 
year aggregate of between 80 and 84%.
Tatum Brouard
Megan Grout
Cassidy Harris
Wellile Maziya
Théa Naidoo
Anathi Nene
Lauren Walsh

Academic Excellence: Awarded to girls who have 
received a year aggregate of 85% and above.  
The following girls have been awarded Academic 
Excellence:
Robyn Aaron
Alice Charlton
Alessia Maingard
In Third Place and receiving an award of Academic 
Excellence is Ella Briant with an overall aggregate 
of 87.3%.
In Second Place and receiving an award of 
Academic Excellence is Saskya Ramdas with an 
aggregate of 87.7%.
In First Place and receiving an award for Academic 
Excellence is Jamie le Roux with an aggregate of 
89%.

GRADE 6

Diligence: The following girls have been awarded 
Diligence in Grade 6:
Sina Agbakwuru
Paige Cox
Kayla Dunn
Hannah du Plessis
Gemma Murphy
Jivana Pillay
Ashleigh Prinsloo

Progress: Awarded to the following Grade 6 girls:
Leah Goodall
Sophie Lawson

Commendable Work: In Grade 6 and 7, 
Commendable Work Awards are given to girls who 
have received a year aggregate of between 75% 
and 79%.
Rebecca Fouquereaux
Megan Fowler
Arya Harribarran
Emma Maritz
Lisakhanya Maqubela
Nizole Mzileni
Zipporah-Rose Nadasen
Paige Owen
Yashna Padayachee
Pia Sooklal

Academic Achievement: Awarded to girls with a 
year aggregate of between 80 and 84%.
Hannah Dix
Sophie Herman
Rachel Hudson
Cara Message
Zora Merkofer
Sasthi Naidoo
Holly Nightingale
Wanga Ramenu
Tatum Stewardson
Jannah Winter

Academic Excellence: Awarded to girls who have 
received a year aggregate of 85% and above:
In Third Place and receiving an award of Academic 
Excellence with an aggregate of 85.2% is 
Sian Trent.
In Second Place and receiving an award of 
Academic Excellence with an aggregate of 86% is 
Jasmine Wylie.
And in First Place and receiving an award of 
Academic Excellence with an aggregate 90.1% is 
Shasthi Naidoo.

PRIZEGIVING
2016



Grade 7

Diligence: The following girls have been awarded 
Diligence in Grade 7:
Madison Briant
Scarlet Goodrich
Sibaya Nicholson

Progress: The following girls have been awarded 
Progress in Grade 7:
Treya Mothilal

Commendable Work: Awarded to girls who have 
received a year aggregate of between 75% and 
79%.
Katelyn Chetty
Hanna Coppola
Tayla Good
Jessica Hollinshead
Kiara Kassie
Sofia Maingard
Laura McAlister
Tsidi Motta
Denaé Naicker
Teagan Pearce
Jemma Perrins
Chloé Pillay
Limakatso Ramokoena
Josephine Walton

Academic achievement: Awarded to girls with a 
year aggregate of between 80 and 84%.
Sara Elliot
Lara Firth
Joanne Gersbach
Rachel Henry
Isabella Hislop
Erin Lazarus
Yuvika Lutchman
Sarah Randelhoff
Sonali Reathlall
Kaitlynn Sitharam

Academic Excellence:  Awarded to girls who have 
received a year aggregate of 85% and above:
Lauren Dobeyn
Talia Persadh

Grade 7 Special Awards
 
The Snoekie du Plessis Prep Choir Trophy goes to 
a choir member who exudes enthusiasm, displays 
a positive attitude and a real passion for Choir. She 
also understands the ethics of Choir work. This 
year, the award goes to Limakatso Ramokoena.

The Courtois Trophy for General Knowledge is 
awarded to the girl who achieved the highest mark 
in the General Knowledge Quiz. This year it goes 
to Kamishka Pather.

Subject prizes are awarded to the girls who 
achieved the highest mark in a subject, based on 
the year’s mark.

First in English, with a year mark of 87.4% and the 
recipient of the Sister Jacquie Dormehl Memorial 
Trophy is Shristi Sooklal. 

First in Afrikaans, with a year mark of 88.2% 
and the recipient of the Afrikaans Trophy is 
Kamishka Pather.

First in isiZulu, with a year mark of 94% and 
the recipient of the Joel Peterson Trophy is 
Londeka Manyoni.

First in Mathematics, with a year mark of 91.4% 
and the recipient of the D.J Drake Trophy is 
Julia Tostee. 

First in Social Sciences, with a year mark of 93% 
and the recipient of the Social Science Trophy is 
Shristi Sooklal.

First in Natural Science, with a year mark of 95% 
and the recipient of the Bartholomew Trophy is 
Kamishka Pather. 

First in EMS, with a year mark of 94% and the 
recipient of the EMS Trophy is Shristi Sooklal.
 
First in Art and Culture, with a year mark of 92.2% 
and the recipient of the Art and Culture Trophy is 
Lauren Dobeyn.  
The Rama Asary Trophy for Excellence in 

Languages is awarded to a young lady who 
achieved the highest combined average in 
Languages. First in Languages with a combined 
mark of 86% and the recipient of the Rama 
Asary Trophy for Excellence in Languages is 
Kamishka Pather. 

The Holy Family Trophy for Christian Leadership 
is awarded to a pupil who has shown Christian 
Leadership in the Prep School. This pupil is 
committed to her faith and to developing a closer 
relationship with God through her activities. She 
lives the faith that she professes by always being 
kind and considerate towards others and by 
setting an example of humility and love for one 
another. This award goes to Julia Tostee. 

Drake Best All-Rounder Trophy was donated 
by Bruce Powers in memory of his grandmother, 
Francis Drake, who attended Maris Stella in 1904. 
She was a multi-talented young lady who involved 
herself fully in school life. For her talents both 
in and out of the classroom, the Drake Best All-
Rounder Trophy for 2016 is awarded to 
Sarah Randelhoff. 

Third Place  in Grade 7, receiving a certificate of 
Academic Excellence, is shared between 
Pooja Magan and Julia Tostee with an overall 
aggregate of 87.2%.

This year the Runner up to Dux (Proxime Accessit) 
is Kamishka Pather with an overall aggregate of 
89.5%

Junior Dux for 2016 is Shristi Sooklal with an 
aggregate of 89.8 %

The final award for this morning is the Mike Beetar 
Memorial Trophy for Good Fellowship: 
When the Great Scorer comes to write against 
your name, he writes not whether you have won 
or lost but how you played the game.  This award 
is determined purely from a vote by all the Grade 7 
girls. The recipient of this most prestigious award 
received a majority of her peers’ votes. Our good 
fellow for 2016 is Mia Blythe.
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HIGH SCHOOL PRIZEGIVING
GRADE 8

Diligence:
Holly Davey
Clio Gallo
Dyani Sewram
Kundanika Somasundram
Noxolo Xolo

Academic Achievement:
Demi Coskey
Kristen Folpini
Caitlyn Fowler
Andiswa Gumbi
Destinee Jones
Keisha Moonasar
Tia Munsamy 
Lekayler Murugan 
Alayna Naidu 
Nicole Reddy
Serenta Reddy
Jemma Ross
Chloë Van den Berg

Academic Excellence is awarded to girls who have 
received a year aggregate of 85% and above. 
Jessica Cholwich
Hanna Khan 
Third Place and Academic Award for Excellence:  
Jody Ribbink

Second Place and Academic Award for Excellence:  
Jodi Nobin

First Place and Academic Award for Excellence: 
Shriyaa Sooklal

GRADE 9

Diligence:
Heshanya Doorsamy
Nekha Harilal
Gina Hogg
Sinempilo Khathi
Melissa Mpako
Senamile Ndwalane

Progress Awards:
Hannah Dingley
Georgia Erskine
Sria Kusial

Academic Achievement:
Jorja Ashford
Hannah Constantine

Adaeze Enebechi
Yadhasia Govender
Bronwyn Harris
Kayla Hinchliffe
Arielle Jack
Lulu Mbanga
Aimee-Sera McLeod
Anya Müller
Dara Müller
Ukhona Ngcongo
Lucy Paynter

Academic Excellence:
Third Place and Academic Award for Excellence:  
Megan Lombard

Second Place and Academic Award for Excellence:  
Kwazikwakhe Ndlovu

First Place and Academic Award for Excellence: 
Amy Randelhoff

GRADE 10

Certificate of Merit: For those who achieved 
between 455-487 marks, for an aggregate of 
between 70%-74% based on the year’s work. 
Claire Canter
Laila Davids
Sanele Dlamini
Nidhi Govender
Xoliswa Gcaba
Megan McFerren
Ciarra Mooney
Dana Osborn
Kaede Persadh
Sarah-Jade Thomson
Anathi Xaba

ACADEMIC HALF-COLOURS: For between 488-
519 marks, an aggregate of between 75%-79%.
Courtney Blandin de Chalain
Catherine Dunn
Tyra-Clé Fynn
Mayukha Govind Ram
Rachel Herrington
Atara Jawahir
Lerusha Naidoo
Ashlyn Wheatley

ACADEMIC FULL COLOURS: For between 520-
552 marks, an aggregate of between 80%-84%.
Paige Harwood
Tyra Iyer
Talia Nazar
Lesharia Pillay
Mayukha Pillay

Tereka Glen (Third Place)
Jordan Lambert (Second Place)

ACADEMIC HONOURS: For more than 553 marks, 
an aggregate of 85% and above.
Lila Heath (First Place)

Grade 11

Diligence:
Amy Mezher
Sophie Rivalland

Certificate of Merit: For those who achieved 
between 455-487 marks, an aggregate of between 
70%-74% based on the year’s work. 
Gabriella Da Silva
Rachel Evans
Alannah Hogan
Alison Hogg
Crystal Jaftha
Alexia Jennings
Emma Moore
Kiara Munsamy
Latisha Pema
Courtney Stuart
Cailyn Terblanche

ACADEMIC HALF-COLOURS: For between 488-
519 marks, an aggregate of between 75%-79%.
Kiara Chetty
Laura Herman
Jamie Moore
Charét Savrimuthu
Nehal Vaid
Shanté Vrey

ACADEMIC FULL COLOURS: For between 520-
552 marks, an aggregate of between 80%-84%.
Cailin Donachie
Jamie Gertenbach
Mvelo Nzimande
Chloë Payze
Jenna Rabie
Nikita Sitharam
Daniella Smith
Qondisa Sibeko (Third Place)
Shirali Chetty (Second Place)

ACADEMIC HONOURS: For more than 553 marks, 
an aggregate of 85% and above.
Catherine Harrison (First Place)

The Eleanor Hough Trophy for Community 
Service: Keli Reynolds

PRIZEGIVING
2016
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Grade 12

Certificate of Merit: For those who achieved 
between 455-487 marks, For an aggregate of 
between 70%-74% based on the year’s work. 
Michaela Borodinsky
Kelly Bruce
Erin Burgess
Nicole Coetzee
Courtney du Preez 
Gina Hooper
Afika Mbeje 
Jordan-Lee Odams 
Kristin Prior
Nicol Randeria 
Alice Wootton 

ACADEMIC HALF-COLOURS: For between 488-
519 marks, an aggregate of between 75%-79%.
Dominique Daruty de Grandpré
Danielle du Preez
Jessica-Leigh Metcalfe
Dhiyora Naidoo
Lara Smithers

ACADEMIC FULL COLOURS: For between 520-
552 marks, an aggregate of between 80%-84%.
Dana Glennie
Olivia Keirby-Smith
Megan Montocchio
Sarah Ward

ACADEMIC HONOURS: For more than 553 marks, 
an aggregate of 85% and above.
Sarah Herrington
Amber Paynter

Subject awards

The Holy Family South African Centenary Trophy 
and book prize for the top overall pupil in English:
Sarah Herrington
The English Oral Trophy:
Sarah Herrington
The book prize for the top student in Advanced 
Programme English:
Sarah Herrington

The Verhoef Trophy for the Most Improved 
Student in Afrikaans:
Keina Mehta
Afrikaans Trophy and book prize for the top pupil 
in Afrikaans:
Amber Paynter
Afrikaans Oral trophy:
Sarah Herrington

The Nokubonga Mhlongo Memorial Trophy and 
book prize for top pupil in isiZulu:
Sindiswa Pamela Makhaye
isiZulu Oral Trophy- This award is shared 
between two pupils:
Sindiswa Pamela Makhaye
Nosihle Mkhize

French Trophy and book prize for top pupil in 
French:
Amber Paynter
The Elaine de Rauville Memorial Trophy for 
French Oral: 
Amber Paynter

The Marina de Rauville Trophy and book prize for 
the top pupil in Mathematical Literacy:
Danielle du Preez
The Rob Brandon Trophy for improvement in 
Mathematics:
Ashali Pillay

The Sister Gertrude Trophy and book prize for 
Mathematics:
Sarah Herrington
The book prize sponsored by Advantage Learn 
for the top student in Advanced Programme 
Mathematics:
Sarah Herrington

The Business Studies trophy and book prize 
sponsored by PWC for the top student in 
Business Studies:
Keina Mehta

The Archbishop Hurly Trophy and book prize for 
the top Life Sciences student:
Sarah Herrington

The Michelle McBean Memorial Trophy for 
Accounting and book prize sponsored by PWC:
Megan Montocchio

Physical Sciences Trophy and book prize for the 
top pupil in Physical Science:
Sarah Herrington

Geography Trophy and book prize for the top 
pupil in Geography:
Amber Paynter
Carol Eichstadt Trophy for Mapwork:
Tayla Steadman

History Trophy and book prize for the top pupil 
in History:
Sarah Herrington

Consumer Studies Trophy and book prize for the 
top pupil in Consumer Studies:
Danielle du Preez
Consumer Studies Practical prize:
Amber Paynter

The Keith Morrow Memorial Trophy and book 
prize for the top student in Music as well as the 
top student in Music Practical:
Siphosethu Goduka

The Ashby-Sutherland Trophy for Excellence in 
Drama performance:
Georgina Brink
The Kenlyn Sutherland Drama Trophy (for 
enthusiasm and participation in Drama): 
Rebecca Golan

The Torrie Van Jaarsveldt Memorial Trophy for 
the Top pupil in Drama:
Dominique Daruty de Grandpré

The International Sailors’ Society Trophy for the 
Most Improved student in Practical Art:
Danica D’ Oliveira
The Brigitta Gaylard Trophy for Art Practical:
Nicole Snell
The Gaylard Trophy for Art for the top student 
overall:
Kristin Prior

Life Orientation  book  prize and Trophy:
Amber Paynter

Special Awards
 
The Principal’s award to the Head Girl & Deputy 
Head Girls, for their service and contribution to 
the life of the school: 
Megan Montocchio
Olivia Keirby-Smith
Nicol Randeria

The Maris Stella Old Girls’ Achievement Award: 
Sarah Herrington

The Quid Retribuam Trophy:
Jessica Metcalfe

Rebecca Benn Award for Fortitude, this award is 
shared between two girls:
Gina Hooper 
Azama Kibundila

The Holy Family Trophy for Christian Leadership:
Nicole Coetzee

The Christine Scribante Memorial Trophy for 
exceptional diligence:
Amber Paynter

The Emile Scott Macnab Trophy for graciousness:
Nicol Randeria

The Esprit De Corps Trophy:
Lungile Mkhize

The Good Fellowship Award: Voted by the Grade 
12 girls: 
Nicole Coetzee

Proxime Accessit (Runner-up To Dux):
Amber Paynter

The Top Academic Award – The 2016 Dux  is:
Sarah Herrington

The Susan Keane Memorial Trophy for THE 
COMPLETE MARIS STELLA GIRL –
Encompassing Academic, Cultural, Sporting and 
Community achievements and endeavors, and 
epitomising the Ethos of Maris Stella. This award 
is voted for by the Grade 12 teachers:
Nicole Coetzee
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ATHLETICS 
Junior Athlete of Year - Isabella Halstead
Senior Athlete of Year - Courtney du Preez 
& Megan Lombard
Anchor Award - Riya Pillay

CROSS COUNTRY
Junior Cross Country Athlete of the Year - 
Tannah Smith
Senior Athlete of Year - Caitlyn Gooding

BADMINTON
Senior Player of Year - Rachel Evans

INDOOR HOCKEY
U14A Anchor Award - Ella Wium
U14 Player of Year - Andria van der Linde
U16A Anchor Award - Laiken Spenceley
U16B Anchor Award - Melissa Mpako 
U16 Player of Year - Lila Heath 
2nd Anchor Award - Emma Jackson
1st Anchor Award - Kelly Ebing
OPEN Player of Year - Courtney du Preez

OUTDOOR HOCKEY
U10 Most Improved - Leonie Muller 
U10 Anchor Award - Mia Vlotman 
U10 Most Promising - Kayci Petzer  
U11 Most Improved - Lauren Walsh 
U11 Anchor Award - Megan Cholwich  
U11 Most Promising - Tannah Smith 
U13A Most Improved - Sara Elliot 
U13A Anchor Award - Shae Kavanagh 
U13 Most Promising - Isabella Halstead 
U14A Anchor Award - Savannah Paton 
U14 Player of Year - Bayanda Gumede 
U16A Anchor Award - Ciara van der Westhuizen 
U16 Player of Year - Megan Lombard  
2nd Anchor Award - Michaela Borodinsky 
1st Anchor Award - Kelly Ebing 
OPEN Player of Year - Courtney du Preez

NETBALL
U10A Most Improved - Arshia Mothilal
U10A Anchor Award - Mia Vlotman
U10A Most Promising - Eyethu Shabangu 
U10B Most Improved - Rebecca Naudé
U10B Anchor Award - Zanokuhle Sosibo
U10B Most Promising - Amy Thackwray
U11 Most Improved - Anathi Nene
U11 Most Promising - Kwethu Dlamini
U12 Most Improved - Pia Sooklal
U12A Anchor Award - Shasthi Naidoo
U12 Most Promising - Gemma Murphy

U13 Most Improved - Katelyn Chetty 
U13A Anchor Award - Treya Mothilal
U13 Most Promising - Sarah Randelhoff
U15 Most Improved - Zinhle Sithole
U15 Anchor Award - Luyanda Ndlovu
U15 Player of Year - Amy Randelhoff
U16 Most Improved - Jesica Morris
U16 Anchor Award - Candice Brown 
U16 Player of Year - Anathi Xaba
1st Most Improved - Nicole Coetzee
1st Anchor Award - Alice Wootton 
Player of Year - Megan Montocchio 

SOCCER
Anchor Award - Kenda Lang
Player of Year - Candice Brown

SOFTBALL
Anchor Award - Tracey Powell
Player of Year - Courtney Stuart

SWIMMING - PREP
Anchor Award - Robyn Aaron 
Anchor Award - Mikaela Davies 
Anchor Award - Isabella Halstead
Swimmer of Year - Cara Message

SWIMMING - HIGH SCHOOL
Anchor Award - Kaylyn Asgeir-Nielsen
Anchor Award - Keli Reynolds
Swimmer of Year - Megan Lombard

TENNIS
Junior Anchor Award - Erin Lazarus
Junior Player of Year - Kaitlyn Ramduth
Senior Player of Year  - Kayla Colby

WATERPOLO
Junior Player of Year - Josephine Walton
Senior Anchor Award - Megan Lombard
Senior Player of Year - Teegan Hardwick & Cerin 
Vaughan

KZN ACHIEVERS
Rachel Evans - KZN Badminton  
Jaimee Coxwell - KZN Artistic Gymnastics
Joanne Gersbach - KZN Artistic Gymnastics
Ashleigh Prinsloo - KZN Rhythmic Gymnastics
Isabella Halstead - KZN U12A Hockey Team
Bayanda Gumede - KZN Hockey U14B 
Lila Heath - KZN U16B Hockey Team

Courtney du Preez - KZN Hockey U18, 
Womens A, SA U18B, SA U18A Non-travelling 
reserve  
Riya Pillay - KZN Karate Team
Gabriella Alessandri - KZN Karate Team, SA JKA 
Karate Team
Emma-Leigh Chisholm - KZN Karate Team, SA 
JKA Karate Team 
Holly Chelin - KZN U13 Lifesaving Team
Laura McAlister - KZN U13 Lifesaving Team and 
KZN Still Water Lifesaving Team
Keli Reynolds - KZN Junior B Lifesaving Team and 
KZN Still Water Lifesaving Team
Teegan Hardwick - KZN Junior B Lifesaving Team,
KZN Still Water Lifesaving Team and South African 
Lifesaving Squad
Tayla Steadman - KZN Still Water Lifesaving Team
Sarah Randelhoff - KZN Netball
Amy Randelhoff - KZN U15A Action Netball Team
Luyanda Ndlovu - KZN U15B Action Netball Team
Qondisa Sibeko - KZN U18B Action Netball Team
Megan Montocchio - KZN U18B Action Netball 
Team
Courtney Stuart - KZN U17A Softball Team 2015 
and KZN U17 Softball Squad 
Tracey Powell - KZN U17 Softball Squad
Tegan Sinclair - KZN U17 Softball Squad
Cara Message - KZN Schools’ swimming 
Kaylyn Asgeir-Nielsen - KZN Schools’ Swimming 
Team 2015
Mia Blythe - KZN Syncronised Swimming Team
Kaitlyn Ramduth - KZN U13 Tennis Team
Josephine Walton - KZN Water Polo 
Georgia Erskine - KZN U14 Water Polo Team 2015
Megan Lombard - KZN U14 Water Polo Team 
2015
Cerin Vaughan - KZN U15 Water Polo Team 2015 
and KZN U18 Water Polo Team 2016
Lila Heath - KZN U14 Water Polo Team 2015
Teegan Hardwick - KZN U16 Water Polo Team 
2015 & KZN U18 Water Polo Team 2016

BEST IN AGE GROUP TROPHIES
Grade 4 - Kaitlyn Ramduth 
Grade 5 - Tannah Smith
Grade 6 - Isabella Halstead and Cara Message
Grade 7 - Laura McAlister 
Grade 8 - Caitlyn Gooding and Kaylyn Asgeir-Nielsen
Grade 9 - Megan Lombard
Grade 10 - Lila Heath and Cerin Vaughan
Grade 11 - Teegan Hardwick
Grade 12 - Courtney du Preez

SPORTS WOMAN OF THE YEAR FOR 2016 
AND OVERALL VICTRIX LUDORUM 
Courtney du Preez

SPORTS AWARDS
   2016
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PREP (GRADES 4 - 7)

ART:
Certificate of Recognition: 
Carly Smith
Chloë Coyle-Dowling
Most Promising: 
Chloé Pillay
Holly Nightingale
Anchor Award: 
Chloé Robertson 
Pooja Magan
Artist of the Year: 
Jessica Hollinshead

PUBLIC SPEAKING:
Most Promising Debator: 
Pooja Magan
Shristi Sooklal
Anchor Award: 
Emma Osborne
Speaker of the Year: 
Sarah Randelhoff
Pooja Magan

MUSIC:
Most Promising Performer: 
Zora Merkofer
Most Promising Choir: 
Tara Lingard
Brooklyn Linderboom
Samafuze Ngcobo
Certificate of Recognition:
Irene An 
Anchor Award: 
Anathi Nene
Dhiya Panday
Paige Cox 
Megan Fowler
Performer of the Year: 
Irene An

DRAMA:
Most Promising:
Hannah Dix 
Roxy-Leigh Utermark
Anchor Award: 
Shristi Sooklal
Rachel Henry
Sarah Randelhoff
Performer of the Year shared between: 

Pooja Magan
Grace Symington
Emma Osborne
Josephine Walton

DANCE:
Certificate of Recognition:
Kaylee Walker
Jordyn Lombaard
Grace Symington
Performer of the Year and Full Colours: 
Tarlia Samuels

HIGH SCHOOL (GRADES 8 - 12) 

ART:
Certificate of Recognition: 
Jessica Petzer
Most Promising Junior Artist: 
Demi Coskey
Junior Artist of the Year: 
Maxine Butler
Senior Artist of the Year:
Kristin Prior

PUBLIC SPEAKING:
Certificate of Recognition: 
Chloë Crozier
Sinelihle Mncibi
Shriyaa Sooklal 
Qondisa Sibeko 
Most Improved: 
Chloë Crozier
Anchor Award: 
Adaeze Enebechi 
Most Promising Speaker: 
Dara Muller
Junior Speaker of the Year:
Shriyaa Sooklal
Senior Speaker of the Year:
Qondisa Sibeko

DANCE:
Certificate of Recognition:
Jody Ribbink
Caomh Jankey
Hannah Constantine
Anchor Award:
Jordyn Lombaard
Half Colours: 
Megan Mordaunt

Alexia Jennings
Full Colours:
Alannah Hogan

MUSIC:
Certificate of Recognition: 
Dhenishta Chetty 
Most Promising Performer: 
Dyani Sewram
Anchor Award: 
Melissa Costa
Nicole Coetzee 
Anya Muller
Dara Muller
Mayukha Pillay
Performer of the Year: 
Siphosethu Goduka
Dhenishta Chetty

DRAMA:
Certificate of Recognition:
Rachel Herrington
Rebecca Golan
Anchor Awards:
Heshanya Doorsamy
Claire Canter
Alisha Chutarpal
Tyra-Clé Fynn
Sophie Ardé
Dominique Daruty de Grandpré
Most Promising Junior Performer:
Bronwyn Harris
Lucy Paynter
Most Promising Senior Performer:
Atara Jawahir
Half Colours:
Maxine Butler
Sarah Ward
Junior Performer of the Year:
Maxine Butler
Senior Performer of the Year:
Nandipa Khubone

CULTURAL AWARDS
   2016
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First Row: Ava Henderson, Isabella Van Staden, Arrabella Purnell, Cara Paulus, Peyton Matthews, Aurya Rodrigues
Second Row: Jordan Francis, Oriah Joffe, Mackenzie Payne, Madison Cole, Drew Gild, Emma Conde
Third Row: Mrs Grunewald, Mulo Mthembu, Alexa Engelbrecht, Emma Chetty, Kenzie Van der Veen, 
  Kyra Chetty, Alexis Boyers, Jumeirah Chandermun, Miss Naidoo 

PRE-SCHOOL  |  2016 GRADE
000

Pre-school charity report
What a joy it is for us to support the Mary Asher and 
St Gabriel’s Homes for the elderly in Sydenham. We 
are always so welcomed and appreciated when we 
visit them each term, and they really enjoy their out-
ings when they join us for functions at school. This 
year each class once again had their turn to visit the 
homes, always entertaining the folk with songs and 
poems. With each visit, the girls took gifts that were 
donated by the Pre-school families, with cards made 
by the girls. A big ‘Thank You’ to our Pre-school for 
bringing joy into the lives of the people at Mary Ash-
er and St Gabriel’s.
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First Row: Ava Dreyer, Rhea Mark, Addison Wilson, Abigail Ewing, Baylie Hayes, Sophia Patinios, Ava Simpson
Second Row: Kuvira Lutchman, Ella Vermeulen, Inés Canciani, Emma Fynn, Tanvi Komal, Jessica Savage, Jordyn Hobbs,  
  Grace Campbell Barnard
Third Row: Neo Mokoena, Ayabonga Dlamini, Vrishti Badree
Fourth Row: Mrs Hardwick, Kanimambo Mathe, Georgia de Gee, Anele Dlamini, Sarah Conde, Kayden Coffin-Grey,  
  Gabriella Hancock

GRADE
00

DISNEY DAY
Dressing up is so much fun! We 
are ALL Princesses – daughters 

of the King of Kings!

Page kindly sponsored by Pre-school



24

First Row: Vaeda Fae Harverson, Ariya Chandermun, Esihle Anele Mkhize,  Naledi Nthedi, Aurelia Appanna
Second Row: O’ Hara de Jager, Fanelwe Myeni, Camilla Bond, Teagan Pugen, Giselle Ramsamy
Third Row: Lily-Bean Mc  Mahon, Hope Stirton, Natalie Joseph, Riley Weideman, Mrs Crick
Fourth Row: Shriya Harridaw, Samantha Bowyer, Saiane Naicker, Leila Kalidin, Emma Lane 
Absent:   Ami Phiri

Some of our creative works of art

GRADE R
GREEN

PRE-SCHOOL  |  2016
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First Row: Keira Emmanuel,  Aurora Rose, Madison Pearce, Jill Dembaremba, Shiloh Joubert, Callie Paulus, Ella Francis
Second Row: Naluthando Mbelu, Mila Stirton, Kara Gibson, Casey Collett, Abelo Maziya, Diya Govender, Kate Coleman
Third Row: Miss Lindsay, Gabriella Roux, Sophie Grunewald, Aulesia Appana, Mrs Tucker
Fourth Row: Ravanika Reddy, Zanda Gumede, Leah Murugasen, Diviya Dhaver, Anita Moonsamy, Ava Breytenbach

GRADE R
YELLOW

DADS & DAUGHTERS

MOTHERS’ DAY

Dad I know you’ve loved me as long as I’ve lived; but I’ve loved you my whole life!

Mothers hold their child’s hand for a little while, but their heart forever.
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SPORTS DAY

I may not be the STRONGEST, I 
many not be the FASTEST; but 

you can bet I work my HARDEST.

PRE-SCHOOL  |  2016
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SING NOEL, NOEL, RING THOSE CHRISTMAS BELLS…

Why Science teachers should not be given play-
ground duty… Always question, always wonder…

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
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PRAISE THE LORD … SING A JOYFUL  SONG!

Rainy Day Fun…some days you just have to create your own sunshine!

PRE-SCHOOL PRAISE

VALENTINE’S DAY!

HOOKED ON BOOKS

You can find magic 
wherever you look. Sit 
back and relax, all you 

need is a book!

PRE-SCHOOL  |  2016
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GRANDPARENTS’ DAY!

WEDDING DRESS UP DAY

I think that playing DRESS UP begins 
at Pre-school and never truly ends!
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JUNIOR PRIMARY  |  2016

First Row: Ava Peria, Anvi Sachdeva, Sanah Manilall, Mrs Pearce, Camryn Crick, Amahle Dlamini, Cameron Fraser
Second Row: Kimberly Ramduth, Mia van Rooyen, Lisakhanya Madida, Reabetsoe Moshesh, Asa Shabangu, Emi Farnaby
Third Row: Damita Dreyer, Elizabeth Laurenz, Meher Maharaj, Marina Georgiades, Sonal Harribarran, Layla Dinsdale,  
  Caitlyn Innes
Fouth Row: Stacy Williams, Luyanda Ngcongo, Madison Bell, Amy Aaron, Bailey Lambert, Kairah Chetty

GRADE
1P

MINI TOWN OUTING 

Page kindly sponsored by Grade 1P
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First Row: Cassidy Beaumont, Akhona Dlamini, Sophia Canciani, Mrs Sykes, Samantha Coleman, Ria Naidoo, 
  Yuvanka Pillay
Second Row: Emma Houston McMillan, Srida Ramdutt, Mpilwenhle Ndlovu, Claudia Peters, Leia Braithwaite, Anya Sachdeva
Third Row: Chloë Elliott, Caitlin Farland, Anouk Maingard, Tumi Motta, Kenisha Pillay, Ruhi Sooklal, Hadassah Slaughter
Fourth Row: Caitlin Hayes, Azara Mark, Farin Gild, Rachael Dean, Kate Fobo

GRADE
1S

GRADE ONE CHARITY REPORT
The 2 Grade one classes decided to support the 
South African Guide Dog Society once again this 
year. Mrs Di Turner from the society has made sure 
that the girls were kept up to date, by ensuring that 
we receive their monthly magazine with interesting 
articles about guide dogs.

In the fourth term Di came to visit us with a friend of 
hers, a blind lady, and they chatted to us about the 
life of a blind person. They also brought 2 guide dogs 
with them. The girls learnt how blind people go shop-
ping, get dressed and even do their own housework 
with the help of their guide dogs. The girls found this 
very interesting and had many questions to ask.

We were able to donate a substantial amount to 
the society from our weekly “Baker” contributions. 
Thank you to the girls and their parents of 2016 for 
supporting our class charity. Our contribution will go 
towards the sponsorship of a guide puppy and its 
training. 

Animal Farm Outing

Page kindly sponsored by Grade 1S
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JUNIOR PRIMARY  |  2016

First Row: Shakira Rampiari, Neha Ramkissoon, Erin Vermeulen, Mrs Dalton, Reese Weideman, Tehillah Adonis, 
  Catarina Da Silva
Second Row:  Mrs Sparg, Amelia Manuel, Tsakani Mathe, Maxine Steen, Grace Laurenz, Priya Pramjee, 
  Kayla Thackwray
Third Row: Sadie McCormack, Ndalo Nkabinde, Divina Naicker, Georgia King, Nompilo Mwandla, Olivia Poezyn, 
  Amber-Lynn Jones
Fourth Row: Emma Dix, Julia Randelhoff, Erin Joseph, Emma Hudson, Gabriella Snyman, Sahara Felix

GRADE
2D

GRADE TWO CHARITY REPORT
This year Grade 2 girls supported Baby Hope House, in Pinetown.

“Hope House is a place of safety for vulnerable children. It seeks to recognise 
and, within reason, provide for each child’s specific needs. We affirm that children 
are to be loved and celebrated and placed with forever families. Hope House is a 
place of rekindled hope for all the children, parents and volunteers.” (Baby Hope 
house website). Mrs Da Silva and Mrs Dalton kept in close contact with the charity 
throughout the year and did their best to ensure that the products collected were 
both needed and necessary. Over the first two terms we concentrated on collect-
ing our Baker-baker money, so that we could use this to buy the charity some big 
items for Christmas. Both classes did very well and overall the Grade 2 girls col-
lected over R8000! We then put this money towards buying a 5000L water tank, 
nappies, formula, a windy dryer, extra toiletries, Bepanthem and some medicines. 
Over term 3 and 4 we collected various items, such as wet wipes, purity foods, ce-
reals and telament drops. These were delivered to the home through the course 
of the year. Hope Baby House has been so grateful for the donations this year.

Page kindly sponsored by Grade 2D
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First Row: Reid Kast, Chloe Simpson, Sophie Brannigan, Mrs Da Silva, Olivia Coppola, Neha Saroop, Paige Davies
Second Row: Ritika Govind Ram, Anjali Ramkissoon, Renata Elahi, Leah Laurénz, Avyukta Shah, Tiasha Govender
Third Row: Jemma Smith, Emma Roberts, Monica Slinger, Alitash Kalonji, Alaiza Theophilus
Fourth Row: Isabella Coyle-Dowling, Eden Joseph, Naledi Manqele, Ioanna Mattheos, Mishka Kassie, Hannah Savage

GRADE
2S

CROCODILE FARM

BIRD PARK

GRADE 2 ZULU DANCERS

BOTANIC GARDENS

Page kindly sponsored by Grade 2S
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JUNIOR PRIMARY  |  2016

Front Row: Shreya Ramouthar, Siphokazi Gumede, Mrs Baird, Megan King, Caitlin Wylie
Second Row:  Nyska Jagasur, Hannah Redman, Arya Dasrath, Krittika Varyani
Third Row: Nimisha Thapliyal, S’phesihle Mbuyazi, Clara Millard, Zara Khan, Kayla Martin
Fourth Row: LA-Dhiya Moodley, Isabella Vainikainen, Madison Stewart, Katie Karshagen, Esme Horsman, Taschké
  Naidoo   

GRADE
3B

GRADE THREE CHARITY REPORT
As our class charity this year we have supported the Domino Babies’ Home in Durban 
North. The Domino Foundation Babies Home ( Fairhavens House) is a place of caring 
and love to orphaned and abandoned children. These children come from Kwazu-
lu-Natal and surrounding areas and are placed in care by Durban Child Welfare. Over 
the years, they have had close to 100 babies through the home, most of whom have 
been adopted by loving families in South Africa and abroad. The Domino Foundation 
also have a School sandwich project. Every day sandwiches are delivered to school 
children who would otherwise have no lunch.  Both Grade 3 classes were lucky 
enough to visit the home. They took peanut butter, bread and butter with them. When 
they arrived at the home, they were introduced to the children who were there. Some 
of the older children were at school. Half of the girls interacted with the children 
while the other half made sandwiches for the feeding scheme with the bread, butter 
and peanut butter that they had brought. Then they swopped round and played with 
the children, or cuddled the babies who had woken from their morning sleep. Many 
sandwiches later, the grade 3 girls climbed back into the school buses feeling very 
tired, but happy that they had been able to provide food for children who had noth-
ing. They also felt very blessed that they had parents who provided so much for them.

Page kindly sponsored by Grade 3B
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Front Row:  Wandisa Msomi, Scarlett Solomon, Mrs Handley, Sophie Dixon, Shriya Nandlall
Second Row:  Arabella King, Layla Francis, Maxine Lombaard, Nkambule Nkambule, Mackenzie Schoonberg, Caitlin Louw
Third Row:  Eden Jordan, Mzuzu Mhlongo, Babalwa Mkhize, Thaleia Chetty, Sarah Harker
Fourth Row:   Emily Killian, Sophia Singh, Shreeya Naidoo, Brooke Martin, Venice Omote

GRADE
3H

SEULA

HARVESTRY NOO NOO FARM

Page kindly sponsored by Grade 3H
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JUNIOR PRIMARY  |  2016

Our Busy Weekends! 
- BY GRADE 1P

On Friday I went to my grandma’s house. 
I ate some food. Then I went to Blue Zoo. 
Then it started to rain and we went to the 
shops. We went back home to play.
- Kairah Chetty

On Friday I had a play date with Farin and 
we swam. The pool was very warm. Then 
I was going to my Nana’s house with Lexi. 
We watched a movie and we played with 
toys. Then we went to sleep and the next 
day I went to Lisa’s party.
- Cameron Fraser                   

On Sunday I was going to watch the mov-
ie Trolls with my cousin and my Dad. Be-
fore the movie we went to get our pop-
corn and Smarties.
- Meher Maharaj
                                                    
On Friday it was Sports Day. I ran fast 
then I went to my Granny’s house. I had 
fun.
- Caitlyn Innes
                                                    
On Saturday it was my Dad’s birthday 
and at night he had a party. He invited all 
his friends. I also went to Underberg with 
my cousin for his birthday lunch. I had a 
brownie for tea.
- Amy Aaron

On Friday it was break up day. Then I 
went to my Great Aunt’s house. It was 
fun. When it was time to go I was sad.
- Ava Peria

I went to the ice rink and I skated on my 
own.  Mom and Dad and I had fun.
- Emi Farnaby

On Saturday I went to the beach with 
Amy. We were boogie boarding. We were 
in the sea for two hours and we met a girl 
called Amelia. Then it was time to go and 
I swam in my pool.
- Bailey Lambert

On Saturday I went to my skating lesson. 
I was playing with my Chinese friend and 
her sister. Then I went back home.
- Lisakhanya Madida
                                                 
On Saturday I went to get my ears 
pierced. It was very sore. When they had 
done that my mom and I went to Wimpy. 
We fetched my sister from a party. Then 
we went home.
- Stacy Williams

On Sunday me and my cousins went to 
Spur. Then we went to my house and we 
played teacher-teacher. After we played 
they went home.
- Mia van Rooyen

On Saturday my sister and my mom 
played tennis. Then we went to the shops 

and then we went home.
- Kimberly Ramduth

I went to the Maris Stella market day. I 
got some things and then I went on some 
rides.
- Sonal Harribarran

I went to Bailey’s party and it was a Rave 
party. I went in my cousin’s car. We had 
lots of fun.
- Madison Bell

On Sunday I went for a run with my mom 
and my puppy. We went back home and I 
waited for my sister’s friend.                                           
- Damita Dreyer

On Saturday it was the market day. I went 
on the slide and then I went on the jump-
ing castle. Then I went home 
- Camryn Crick

On Sunday we stayed at our house and 
we had a party. Lots of people came to 
our house. We had a braai. Some people 
started to leave and some people stayed. 
We made a cheese board and pizza. My 
mom’s friend stayed for a little while and 
then they went home.
- Layla Dinsdale

MY FAVOURITE THING 
ABOUT GRADE 2D: 
Tehillah - My favourite thing about Grade 
2 was the fun art we have done. 
Catarina - My favourite thing about 
Grade 2 was spending time with my 
teacher.    
Emma D - My favourite thing about 
Grade 2 was my teacher, art and compre-
hensions.   
Sahara - My favourite thing about Grade 
2 has been our fun art activities on a 
Friday.     
Emma H - My favourite thing about 
Grade 2 was doing comprehensions. 
Amber-Lynn - My favourite thing about 
Grade 2 were all my teachers. 
Erin - My favourite thing about Grade 2 
was doing Modern and Tap Dancing. 
Georgia - My favourite thing about 
Grade 2 was learning something new 

every day and seeing my friends.  
Grace - My favourite thing about Grade 2 
was the lovely reading books we have. 
Amelia - My favourite thing about Grade 
2 was doing our assessments and Friday 
Art.     
Tsakani - My favourite thing about Grade 
2 was everything.    
Sadie - My favourite thing about Grade 2 
has been doing Modern dancing.
Nompilo - My favourite thing about 
Grade 2 was being in class with my 
friends.     
Divina - My favourite thing about Grade 
2 was everything.    
Ndalo - My favourite thing about Grade 2 
was my amazing teacher, Friday Art and 
Wednesday cooking.   
Olivia - My favourite thing about Grade 2 
was seeing my friends, story time, swim-
ming, Friday Art, assessments, Afrikaans 
and my teacher.    
Priya - My favourite thing about Grade 
2 was our Fun Art activities and work. 

Neha - My favourite thing about Grade 2 
was everything, especially our excursions 
and show and tell days.   
Shakira - My favourite thing about Grade 
2 was Art, swimming, obstacle course, 
cooking, assessments, show and tell and 
excursions.   
Julia - My favourite thing about Grade 2 
was, story time, sport, work,art, reading, 
Afrikaans and especially my teacher.
Gabriella- My favourite thing about 
Grade 2 was my marvellous, awesome, 
amazing teacher, reading, sport and 
work.   
Maxine - My favourite thing about Grade 
2 was my amazing teacher and every-
thing we do is fun.    
Kayla - My favourite thing about Grade 2 
was everything.    
Erin - My favourite thing about Grade 2 
was going to Music.   
Reese - My favourite thing about Grade 2 
was sport, art, break with my friends and 
our show and tell days.
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WHAT MAKES MARIS STELLA SPECIAL TO ME...BY GRADE 1S

Cassidy - I like my friends and when we get to play on the field

Leia - doing art with my teacher

Faye - it is lovely in every way

Sophia - I get to play with my friends everyday

Samantha - swimming in our BIG pool

Rachael - they teach me about God

Akhona - the love and kindness we feel for each other

Chloë - going to the chapel to sing

Caitlin F - we have fun sports and nice teachers

Kate - we are all a loving family

Farin - I have so much fun at Maris Stella

Caitlin H - the exciting outings we go on

Emma - all our activities are fun

Anouk - we are all friends and family

Azara - the wonderful friends I have made

Tumi - all my friends cheer me up when I am sad

Ria - I like to play with my friends on the jungle gym

Mpilwenhle - the teachers are fun

Claudia - playing on the jungle gym

Yuvanka - all the teachers are kind

Kenisha - we paint and have fun in art

Srida - I get to play with my friends and cousins

Anya - my beautiful classroom

Hadassah - I have good friends and great teachers

Ruhi - we play Bingo together

MY FAVOURITE THING 
ABOUT GRADE 2S: 

Sophie My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was doing drama and art.

Olivia My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was music and drama.

Isabella My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was my teacher and work.

Paige My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was doing art on a Friday.

Renata My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was doing Netball.

Tiasha My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was going on our outings.

Ritika My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was playing tennis and going  

 on outings.

Eden My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was having friends and 

 learning new things.

Alitash My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was making new friends and  

 going on outings.

Mishka My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was doing drama and 

 swimming.

Reid My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was doing the obstacle   

 course.

Leah My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was taking part in our 

 concerts.

Naledi My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was going to the Maris Stella  

 market.

Ioanna My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was going to music and our  

 interesting outings.

Anjali My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was having such a nice 

 teacher.

Emma My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was making new things.

Neha My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was going to Crocodile Creek.

Hannah My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was Mrs Da Silva, going on  

 outings and swimming.

Jordana My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was Mrs da Silva, swimming  

 and drama.

Avyukta My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was doing art and going to  

 the market day.

Chloe My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was having free play in the  

 pool and going on outings.

Monica My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was doing art on a Friday.

Jemma My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was Doing art, music and P.E.

Alaiza My Favourite thing about Grade  

 2 was baking on a Wednesday  

 and having the best teacher.
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GALA

HOCKEY
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NETBALL

SPORTS DAY

TENNIS
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BAYONET :
Ava- a kind of instrument
Caitlyn- to obey people
Elizabeth- a hair net
Cameron F.- a ballet move

ALIMONY :
Marina- when you try and try
Elizabeth- money
Amy- lots of money

ACQUAINTANCE :Lisakhanya- a 
character
Elizabeth- a mistake
Reabetsoe- somebody singing

BIG WORDS - WHAT DO THEY MEAN? BY 1P

RHUBARB :
Ava- a chocolate
Anvi- a rainbow unicorn
Cameron F.- a type of beer

TRILINGUAL :
Sanah- someone tries to do something
Layla- tries and tries and never gives up
Emi- a type of shape
Luyanda- someone trying to ride a bicycle

PLATEAU :
Asa- a toe
Meher- when a tow truck tows a car

HIBISCUS:
Sonal- when you eat something and it gives you too much sugar
Marina- a high mountain
Amahle- something is too high
Madison- a flower

JUNIOR PRIMARY  |  2016

CINDERELLA & ROCKERFELLA

DADS & DAUGHTERS

MUFFINS FOR MUM

BAKING



41

If I was Mrs Schmidt for one day… 

I would greet everyone in the staffroom and go to my office and do paperwork and then relax! - Layla 
I would make fun stuff and let there be no school every Monday and Wednesday. – Thaleia 

Let people wear civvies every day. – Sarah 

I would drink tea and relax! – Eden 

I would buy a school puppy. – Brooke 

If I could visit any country in the world… by Grade 3H
I would go to England because they have a huge toy shop. 
– Sophie 

I would go to Russia because my mom did live in Russia. – Sophia 

I would visit Hawaii because the beach is so nice for surfing and body-boarding. – Venice 

I would visit Hawaii because of the lovely views. – Maxine 

I would go to America and Disney-land. – Arabella 

If I had a million rand…
I would spend on my life and have a beautiful house. – Wandisa 

I will share with anyone who needs it.– Babalwa

I would make a chocolate pool. – Mzuzu 

I would give it to an orphanage. – Nkambule 
I would go on a shopping spree for 

clothes for myself and give to the poor. – Madison 

My teacher’s favourite saying…

“For crying in the bucket!” – Scarlett 

“Well done!” – Shriya 

“Hold your pencil properly!” – Shreeya 

“Sit properly and stop chatting!”– Caitlin

“Do your work!” – Emily

HOOKED ON BOOKS

CHRISTMAS TABLEAU

In my heart I know I’m still little because...
Clara Millard:  I still like going on the jungle gym and  
  playing games with my friends
Zara Khan:  I still like to watch cartoons sometimes
Megan King:  I haven’t done a lot of things
Kayla Martin:  I go to school and I don’t know so 
  much things yet
Siphokazi Gumede:  I am still learning to be kind
Isabella Vainikainen: I am learning to be loving
Krittika Varyani:  I play with toys and because I wear 
  small clothes
Taschké Naidoo: I don’t learn big stuff because it is 
  hard work
Madison Stewart:  I believe that I can be big but inside  
  you can still be small.  When you were  
  small try to think of that day

I really love being a human, but somedays I wish I could be...
Shreya Ramouthar:  a horse because the horses run wild
Nyska Jagasur:  a puppy and run around in the grass   
  and not do any homework and play all   
  day
Katie Karshagen:  a baby kitten so I can annoy my sister.
Arya Dasrath:  one of God’s angels
Caitlin Wylie:  a horse and jump and gallop and win 
  in races
Nimisha Thapliyal:  a puppy because I will be loved.  I 
  will be cute.  And I will be good
LA-Dhiya Moodley:  a baby sparrow and fly and do what
  ever I want to do
Hannah Redman:  a puppy because I was born loving 
  dogs and being happy all the time
S’phesihle Mbuyazi: a narwhal because its tusk reminds 
  me of a unicorn

 By Grade 3B

 By Grade 3H
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First Row:  Gabriella Freddy, Kaitlyn Ramduth, Zandile Mkhize, Mrs Jones-Bate, Tasmé Komal, Arshia Mothilal, 
  Hannah Maistry
Second Row:  Meg McCormack, Rebecca Naudé, Tatem Nortje, Naledi Ramokoena, Amy Thackwray, Hope Nightingale
Third Row:  Sanaa Khan, Amy Riggien, Allegra Jones, Yanga Ndlovu, Kayci Petzer, Hannah Sykes, Kaitlyn Morris
Fourth Row:  Zanokuhle Sosibo, Eyethu Shabangu, Ntsako Mngoma, Mia Vlotman, Leonie Muller

GRADE
4JB

GRADE 4 CHARITY REPORT
The Grade 4s have supported CROW – Centre for Rehabilitation Of Wildlife. 

The girls worked hard throughout the year, bringing various supplies that were 
requested as well as money. In the second term we visited the centre to learn 
more about what they do and to see a few injured wild animals which they have 
in their care. We had a lecture and learnt that if everyone picked up one piece 
of litter that didn’t belong to them we would solve the litter problem. 

Monkeys don’t eat a full apple or avocado because they leave food for the 
‘bottom feeders’  ie small buck. They want the species to continue so they 
discard part of it in the belief that they have left  ‘food’ for next season. Due to 
their policy of rehabilitating wildlife back into the wild they don’t allow people 
to interact with these animals as they are wild, so we had to look through holes 
in the solid fences. They had a lot of baboons and birds of prey.  The girls did 
see and touch a tortoise. We left with an activity booklet where we all pledged 
to be Eco warriors. The Grade 4s also contributed 10% of their sales profit from 
Market Day. In the fourth term, we sent an amount of R3512.00 towards the care 

of the wild animals.

Page kindly sponsored by Paige De Bruin (5S)
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First Row:   Kiara Narotam, Ella McVean, Tanishtha Vaid, Ms Dyer, Simran Chetty, Lufuno Chili, Amara Motala
Second Row:   Mackenzie van Niekerk, Carly Smith, Hannah Houston McMillan, Jade Young, Irene An, Mia Francke
Third Row :  Gabriella Langlois, Onke Nzimande, Julianna Harbilas, Saheli Reathlall, Amayya Ranchod
Fourth Row:   Thasmeera Govender, Nicole Williams, Roha Pillay, Julia McAlister, Sithandile Dlamini, Paige de Bruin
Absent:   Reya Pillay

GRADE
4D

GRADE 4 HIGHLIGHTS: 
When we went to Roselands and went into the 
mud obstacle! (Kiara Narotam)
When Mrs Jones-Bate told us she was going 
to have a baby! (Sanaa Khan)
My favourite part of Grade 4 was going to 
Roselands – we had so much fun there and I 
loved the food!  (Julianna Harbilas)
To sum up Grade 4 in 8 words: one of the best 
years in my life. (Yanga Ndlovu)
Going to Roselands was so much fun.  When 
we crawled around in the mud I never wanted 
it to end. (Allegra Jones)
My favourite memory was when Mrs Jones-
Bate told us she was pregnant and it was my 
5th year cancer free so it was very special.  
Roselands was very exciting because Mrs 
J-B had her baby while we were on the bus. 
(Hope Nightingale)
My favourite memory of Grade 4 was Rose-
lands.  We did so much fun stuff like having 
mud baths and playing fun games and the 
food there was super yummy! (Jade Young)
When I got my pen license and when I got 
98% for spelling and when we went to Rose-
lands. (Sithandile Dlamini)
When we went to the dam and swam at Rose-
lands.  I jumped off the board which was very 
high but it was fun.  I also liked the mud obsta-
cle course, it was FUN! (Zanokuhle Sosibo)
When I went to Roselands and did the whole 

obstacle course and lots of fun things with my 
friends. (Reya Pillay)
Lovely teachers who taught us many things 
and wise words, and a fun trip to Roselands 
where we had a fabulous time and made lots 
of memories. (Irene An)
Having the best teacher ever, Ms Dyer, and 
the Roselands trip where we got to have fun 
with friends, thank you.  (Carly Smith)
I love Grade 4 because of the teachers and 
the highlight of the year was our outing to 
Roselands! (Thasmeera Govender)
Grade 4 was amazing.  I loved my teacher Mrs 
Jones-Bate.  Friends are what really made my 
year amazing (Naledi Ramkoena)
In Grade 4 there were lots of fun things.  For 
example: going to Roselands, making biscuits, 
watching a movie and playing with my friends 
and being with my teacher, Ms Dyer. (Julia 
McAlister)
Going to Roselands was such fun, everything 
we did was teamwork because we did not 
leave a person out.  We helped each other 
doing the obstacle course. (Gabriella Freddy)
What I liked most about Grade 4 was my NS 
lessons with Mrs Jones-Bate and my History 
and Geography lessons with Ms Dyer. (Zandile 
Mkhize)
Going to Roselands and doing LO and Drama 
(Tasmé Komal)
I like Mrs Jones-Bate so much and I liked 

cooking with the class and going to Roselands 
with Mrs Schmidt and Ms Dyer and friends.  I 
loved the baby shower that Mrs Jones-Bate 
had, it was amazing. (Rebecca Naudé)
There was always a lot of fun happening, like 
dancing, singing and laughing with each other 
and going on outings with each other (Kayci 
Petzer)
I like all the teachers and all the excursions 
and the production. (Eyethu Shabangu)
My favourite thing about Grade 4 was the 
amazing and very fun Roselands trip.  We did 
so many fun things and I loved it so much. 
(Amy Thackwray)
We got to go to places we have never gone 
to before and all the fun activities we did. (Mia 
Vlotman)
My favourite thing about Grade 4 was Ms 
Dyer.  She always encouraged me to do my 
best and to never give up. (Tanishtha Vaid)
I like sitting next to my fun and giggly friends 
Ella and Gaby.  We have such a nice time 
together. (Amayya Ranchod)
At the end of the year I got a certificate 
for progress and that made me proud and 
opened my heart. (Hannah Houston McMil-
lan)
Spending time with my friends and when 
we went into groups in the fourth term, and 
Ms Dyer’s positive attitude encouraged me. 

(Simran Chetty)

Page kindly sponsored by Grade 4D and 4Z
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SENIOR PRIMARY  |  2016 I LOVE MARIS STELLA BECAUSE...BY GRADE 4…… of the kindness of the girls and teachers. (Gabriella Langlois)
……they make school a family. (Paige de Bruin)

…..the faith that we have in God.  I love the fact that we have Mass, and Chapel every Wednesday morning.  It is so nice that we 

can have God in our hearts. (Kaitlyn Ramduth)

……of the outings and the fun things that we always do!  And the education.  I love being smart. (Amy Riggien)

…..our school is special and extraordinary.  We do so many fun things as a family. (Saheli Reathlall)

….everyone cares and looks out for others.  The girls and teachers are so nice.  I am lucky to be a part of this wonderful school. (Nicole Williams)

….of the High School plays!  My favourite High School play is Hairspray. (Hannah Maistry)

…because all the girls are really kind and caring. (Sienna Swan)

…there are so many nice girls and teachers, and so many charities that everyone supports and it is such a kind and caring school. (Mia Francke)

…we’re a holy family and there’s no boys just girls and we are all sisters here. (Samaira Maharajh)

…the people, the teachers and pupils, the variety of sports and cultural activities.  It’s fun, bubbly and a school that is caring. (Arshia Mothilal)

…our amazing, super nice Principal Mrs Schmidt who puts thought, kindness and love in her every word. (Amara Motala)

…everybody is happy and the teachers are so sweet and take time out of their own lives to help us, and because everyone treats each 

other like family. (Hannah Sykes)

…I have made a lot of memories in this school and I hope to stay in Maris Stella forever. (Onke Nzimande)

….I am so honoured to be at Maris Stella.  It is a wonderful place where everyone is so kind to you even if they aren’t in your 

grade.  I have loved being at Maris Stella. (Roha Pillay)

I don’t like Maris Stella I love it.  It is amazing how you can make friends so easily, that is how loving our school family is.  

Maris Stella will always be my second family and days will come when I will get bigger but never forget Maris Stella. 

(Leonie Muller)

I love being at Maris Stella because all my friends from Pre-school are with me. (Meg McCormack)

We have the best Principal ever and the best teachers ever and of course it’s a girls school and no BOYS allowed. 

(Ella McVean)

I have always wanted to go to a girls school to see how it is.  I like that the teachers push us to do more and let 

us share our feelings so that it is off our chests and out of our heads.  I also love praying in the chapel with 

my friends. (Zahra Pather)
It is a beautiful, loving school and it is a Holy Family school. (Mackenzie van Niekerk)

Maris Stella is like a second home to me.  The girls are so kind.  I am because we are.  This is a very 

blessed school and I’m so happy to be here. (Lufuno Chili)

Maris Stella builds us to become better people, and our teachers push us so that we can be-

come great in life so we can make things better. (Ntsako Mngoma)

GRADE 4 COFFEE SHOPPE

GRADE 4  MARKET DAY
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I LOVE MARIS STELLA BECAUSE...BY GRADE 4…… of the kindness of the girls and teachers. (Gabriella Langlois)
……they make school a family. (Paige de Bruin)

…..the faith that we have in God.  I love the fact that we have Mass, and Chapel every Wednesday morning.  It is so nice that we 

can have God in our hearts. (Kaitlyn Ramduth)

……of the outings and the fun things that we always do!  And the education.  I love being smart. (Amy Riggien)

…..our school is special and extraordinary.  We do so many fun things as a family. (Saheli Reathlall)

….everyone cares and looks out for others.  The girls and teachers are so nice.  I am lucky to be a part of this wonderful school. (Nicole Williams)

….of the High School plays!  My favourite High School play is Hairspray. (Hannah Maistry)

…because all the girls are really kind and caring. (Sienna Swan)

…there are so many nice girls and teachers, and so many charities that everyone supports and it is such a kind and caring school. (Mia Francke)

…we’re a holy family and there’s no boys just girls and we are all sisters here. (Samaira Maharajh)

…the people, the teachers and pupils, the variety of sports and cultural activities.  It’s fun, bubbly and a school that is caring. (Arshia Mothilal)

…our amazing, super nice Principal Mrs Schmidt who puts thought, kindness and love in her every word. (Amara Motala)

…everybody is happy and the teachers are so sweet and take time out of their own lives to help us, and because everyone treats each 

other like family. (Hannah Sykes)

…I have made a lot of memories in this school and I hope to stay in Maris Stella forever. (Onke Nzimande)

….I am so honoured to be at Maris Stella.  It is a wonderful place where everyone is so kind to you even if they aren’t in your 

grade.  I have loved being at Maris Stella. (Roha Pillay)

I don’t like Maris Stella I love it.  It is amazing how you can make friends so easily, that is how loving our school family is.  

Maris Stella will always be my second family and days will come when I will get bigger but never forget Maris Stella. 

(Leonie Muller)

I love being at Maris Stella because all my friends from Pre-school are with me. (Meg McCormack)

We have the best Principal ever and the best teachers ever and of course it’s a girls school and no BOYS allowed. 

(Ella McVean)

I have always wanted to go to a girls school to see how it is.  I like that the teachers push us to do more and let 

us share our feelings so that it is off our chests and out of our heads.  I also love praying in the chapel with 

my friends. (Zahra Pather)
It is a beautiful, loving school and it is a Holy Family school. (Mackenzie van Niekerk)

Maris Stella is like a second home to me.  The girls are so kind.  I am because we are.  This is a very 

blessed school and I’m so happy to be here. (Lufuno Chili)

Maris Stella builds us to become better people, and our teachers push us so that we can be-

come great in life so we can make things better. (Ntsako Mngoma)

GRADE 4  MOVIE DAY
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GRADE 4 

ROALD DAHL 
DAY

SENIOR PRIMARY  |  2016
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GRADE 4 ROSELANDS
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First Row: Megan Cholwich, Tatum Brouard, Sauvira Veersamy, Mrs Drake, Divanya Pillay, Phoebe Rivalland, 
  Erin Munsamy
Second Row: Maya Moggee, Lauren Walsh, Latanya Pillay, Utaara Pillay, Kaylee Walker, Lea-Shane Manikam
Third Row: Roxy-Leigh Utermark, Lathitha Ntlahla, Isabella Strydom, Ciajal Maharaj, Yamkelani Nhlumayo
Fourth Row: Alice Charlton, Wellile Maziya, Jaime Robinson, Robyn Aaron, Olwethu Mkize
Absent:   Kate Harris

GRADE
5D

GRADE 5 LEAP DAY

Page kindly sponsored by Grade 5D
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First Row:  Onke Msomi, Diya Raniga, Olivia Elliot, Miss Schwegmann, Rachael Shorey, Megan Grout, Alwande Khanyile
Second Row:  Georgia Caro, Shreya Chetty, Sia Veersamy, Kaylee Saunders, Senamile Ngcobo, Phoebe Naiker
Third Row:   Alessia Maingard, Cassidy Harris, Apeksha Singh, Jamie le Roux, Ryleigh Rutherford
Fourth Row:  Brooklyn Linderboom, Nasipha Dlamini, Gina Ten-Bokkel Huinink, Ariana Naidoo. 
Absent:   Chloe Loumeau

GRADE
5S

GRADE 5 MARKET DAY

Page kindly sponsored by Grade 5S
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First Row: Hannah Brannigan, Samafuze Ngcobo, Holly Caro, Mrs Diaz, Tia Laudenberg, Caitlyn Hunt, 
  Jaimee Coxwell
Second Row: Brygitte Barnabas, Tara Lingard, Mikaela Davies, Kaela-Shane Manikam, Tannah Smith, Théa Naidoo
Third Row: Kwethu Dlamini, Zenala Mbonambi, Grace Harwood, Anathi Nene, Nyiko Mathe
Fourth Row: Hayley Crowsen, Anelisa Manyoni, Dhiya Panday, Saskya Ramdas, Ella Briant

GRADE
5Z
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GRADE 5 CHARITY REPORTS

5D CHARITY REPORT
Hillside Haven is run by Dr Taryn Turner and is a home for differently-

abled cats and various other rescued animals.  They provide sanctuary 

and healthcare for the animals so that they can lead a full and happy life. 

5D have been collecting cat food throughout the year to help towards 

their needs.  We also helped with the spaying and neutering costs of 

some new arrivals. Taryn came to visit our school at the beginning of 

the year. She shared heart-breaking stories about how some of the 

animals arrived at this sanctuary. The class went to visit Hillside Haven 

in the fourth term and had a lot of fun interacting with the cats and 

other animals at the sanctuary.  It was also a good opportunity for the 

girls to see where their weekly charity donations go to and what an 

excellent job Taryn is doing.

5S & 5Z CHARITY REPORTThis year Grade 5S and 5Z supported the Dawncliffe Senior Citizens 

Home in Dawncliffe, Westville and Natal Settlers Home.  Throughout 

the year we collected money for these two charities.  During November we created beautiful Christmas cards and gift 

wrapped chocolates and we held a Christmas Tea Party on the 14th at 

Dawncliffe Homes.  The moms and the girls decorated the hall at the 

venue with confetti and glass jars that had been painted in the theme. 

We placed a Christmas card and a chocolate, as well as the tea treats, 

on the tables for the residents.  Some of the moms kindly baked the 

treats for the tea party and were available to set up and serve the tea 

with the girls.  Mrs Hadjiev kindly came along so that our choir girls 

could entertain the residents with a medley from the “Wizard of Oz” 

and a Christmas carol medley.  The residents thoroughly enjoyed the 

tea party and the girls had a wonderful time chatting to the residents 

and serving them their tea.

Mrs Sandra Briant also secured some donations from various 

organisations and together with the girls we put together “care 

parcels” for some of the residents at Natal Settlers Home.  We took the 

care packages and dropped them off with the residents, along with 

Christmas cards and gift wrapped chocolates.
Thank you to ALL our parents for their donations throughout the year 

and special thanks to the moms who took time out of their day to help 

with the Christmas Tea Party at Dawncliffe Homes.
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MEANING OF FRIENDSHIP 

BY THÉA NAIDOO
Friendship means

Understanding, not

Agreement

It means forgiveness

Not forgetting,

It means the memories last

Even if contact is

Lost.

MY MOM 
BY JAIMEE COXWELLMy mom is the best in the world

And I love her so so muchShe cheers me up when I am down and

When I am blue.She is very kind and sweet to me
And to others and she is very responsible too

But there is one very special thing that I 

Love about my momShe will always love me no matter what I do.



There was a knock at the door and in came 

a huge flock of rainbow parrots with ruffled 

feathers. They were flying all around, until 

a loud, hoarse voice with a Russian accent 

shouted “stop, you dumb birds, I’ll throw you to 

the bottom of Davey Jones Locker.”

They all stopped and perched on the man 

that had just come in. Wait, that’s a pirate! He 

smelt like bird poop and he was fat and had 

an eye patch.  He had hairy legs and he had 

bling all over.  He was glittery and shiny. His 

name was Captain Bling-Bling. “This flock is my 

crew, but they do droppings all the time on my 

shiny, expensive gold coat. I hate to stay so I 

will plunder this pair of shiny scissors. See you 

again dirty, smelly land lovers.” And with that 

loud, ear piercing shout, his parrots flew him 

away. 

RACHAEL SHOREY 
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FLOWERS
Beautiful petals

Lights the room up in spring time
Attracts lots of bees

- Georgia Caro

TIME
Keeps carrying on

Can’t get older or younger
Will not ever end
- Cassidy Harris

FLAMINGO
Elegant and beautiful

Long and smooth silky feathers
Bright pink and flies in a wink

- Apeksha Singh

CLOUDS
Cries when the sun’s gone
It’s dark and covers the sky

Casts shadows on Earth
- Jamie le Roux

TIME
It is everywhere

It controls all appointments
It can’t go backwards

- Gina Ten-Bokkel Huinink

STARS
High above the clouds

Shine bright so we can see
And twinkle for life
- Phoebe Naiker

GRADE 5 HAIKUS

GRADE 5 
PIRATE PARAGRAPHS

“Tick, tick, tick” I could hear the clock saying.  
I’d been staring at it for a whole two minutes.  
It was a very rainy day.  Tap, tap, tap – the 
drops on the window were going.  But sud-
denly the lights went off.  This was a clear sign 
that something exciting was about to happen.  
Feeling this rush in me.  The lights came on 
and there in the doorway, stood a pirate.  He 
was old and had a really unpleasant smell.  It 
was like he bathed in rotten fish.  It took me a 
while to notice he had a peg leg.  His bag was 
filled with shellfish for some reason.  Those 
gold teeth and the way he said ‘Ahoy matey’ 
made me think less of him.  After hours of 
talking I think I underestimated pirates.  I will 
never forget that day. 

ALWANDE KHANYILE
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GRADE 5 CHINA DAY
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GRADE 5 SWEETDALE TRIP
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First Row: Hannah Dix, Sophie Herman, Alayna Theophilus, Mrs Joubert, Jivana Pillay, Nizole Mzileni, Megan Fowler
Second Row: Yashna Padayachee, Rebecca Fouquereaux, Sina Agbakwuru, Emma Patinios, Sian Trent, Isabella Lund
Third Row: Sasthi Naidoo, Gemma Murphy, Zora Merkofer, Jannah Winter, Cara Message, Casey-Anne Kesaris, 
  Paige Backman
Fourth Row:  Shreya Dhawrajh, Isabella Wood, Chloë Coyle-Dowling, Leah Goodall, Arya Harribarran, Pia Sooklal

GRADE
6J

Grade 6 Charity Report
This year, Grade 6 continued to support iThemba Lethu as our charity. It is a children’s home and adoption facility that 
provides a safe and comfortable surrounding for the children that live there to grow up in. iThemba Lethu means, 
“I have a destiny” and the home seeks to impact the lives of children whose future is at risk of being negatively 
impacted by the effects of HIV/AIDS. The home caters primarily for children with HIV/AIDS. However, not all the 
children that live at iThemba Lethu suffer from HIV/AIDS but have ended up in the home as a result of abandonment 
by or death of parents who have suffered from the disease. 

This facility is a safe haven of hope for the little children that arrive there. iThemba Lethu is located in the upper 
Glenwood area and can cater for up to twelve children at a time. There are two houses on the premises and each 
house has its own live-in house mother and domestic helper to look after the children. The children at the home are 
well cared for and the facility is very clean and well looked after. iThemba Lethu also facilitates adoptions for these 
children. We have had a great time raising funds for this charity and it has been a privilege to be able to visit the 
home. 

The girls got the opportunity to learn how to care for and interact with little children and babies during their visits 
and they learned more about compassion, friendship and love. The Grade 6 girls were, once again, selfless in their 
giving towards the class charity and have raised a collective total of R2618.50, as well as collecting toys, blankets, 
toiletries and clothing for the children! Well done, girls!
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First Row: Tatum Stewardson, Tarlia Samuels, Kayla Dunn, Mrs Kidd, Zipporah-Rose Nadasen, Amahle Phiri, 
  Sophie Lawson
Second Row: Paige Owen, Jordyn Lombaard, Wanga Ramenu, Emma Maritz, Tejal Soodyall, Hannah du Plessis
Third Row: Hailey Madurai, Jenna Martin, Holly Nightingale, Annabelle Innes, Ashleigh Prinsloo
Fourth Row: Shasthi Naidoo, Paige Cox, Chelsea Naiker, Rachel Hudson, Jasmine Wylie, Isabella Halstead

GRADE
6K

We loved supporting iThemba Lethu! 
• I think it is amazing how you have taken them under your wing. I am 

really amazed that you even take the little children to ballet!

• I love the fact that you take them to ballet and soccer. I also love the idea 

of the houses and there being a house “mommy” for each house.

• iThemba Lethu really makes a hole in your heart to see such little kids 

abandoned. Thank you iThemba Lethu!

• I love the idea that you make time and effort into helping little children 

who have been abandoned. Your staff are truly amazing!

• I think that it is kind of you to take them in. I love that you give them all of 

your love and that you treat them with care.

• Love what you are doing!

• It’s amazing how you take care of the children in your care and they look 

so happy there.

• I really loved the place and the children looked very happy. They are 

treated like normal children in a normal family. I really loved the children 

and you could actually see that they are well taken care of. The place 

was amazing. Thanks for making the children happy and feel at home.

Page kindly sponsored by Sia Veersamy (6K)
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INKY-BLUE: METAPHOR POEM                  

BY SOPHIE HERMAN 

You’re swimming in the sea

and you are going kind of deep. 

You swim amongst a school,

to a darker part of his pool.

You catch a glimpse of an acrobat,

or a ballerina perhaps.

He dances on the sand, 

with waving arms and graceful hands.

Eyes to eyes his 
piercing stare,

he wants you to come with to who knows where.

What was the dancer of the sea,

turns dark and villainy.

His game has started once again,

drawing you in limb by limb.

You see it in his 
eyes,

he has got nothing le
ft to hide.

You see the inky-
blue,

now surrounding you.

It’s now a wall,

you can’t escape or crawl.

So all you’ve got to 
do

is to let it swallow you,

down, down to the deep blue.

HE’S ON HIS WAY... BY PIA SOOKLALHe lives in the deep blue waters,right on the ocean’s floor
He circles and stares With a broken-glass grin.His body a dagger,He has lion’s-tongue skin.He slides through the water like a rumor, like a sneer.

He’s a quick twist of hunger,he’s the colour of fear. 

He can smell your blood a thousand miles away,so watch out he’s on his way!

HAPPY DOLPHIN

BY NIZOLE MZILENI

She saves lives,

She gives people love

Who knows what else she can do?

She glides through the tranquil water, with her satin hide

She’s an angel

She’s a bird, her flaps are her wings,

Jumping high in the sky

Her body is a feather always free and ready

To jump high in the sky

Hello, happy dolphin I know you love to play

I love your coat that’s grey

Every time I see you, you always wear a smile

Slimy and big, diving fast in the waves

They are the sweetest and most loving things alive

Cinquain
By Emma MaritzPuppies

Cute, Fluffy
Running, chewing, barkingHappy, naughty and specialRuffff!

AN INKY RECEPTION 
BY EMMA PATINIOS
Down in the deep,
Where nobody dares go,
A creature awaits, asleep…
All colours, including indigo.

This creature has three hearts,
But has no care for us humans.
Its eyes like tarts,

The stories are told by crew men.
As intelligent as it is, it is a nasty fellow.
Everyone knows that since long ago,

Divers who are brave enough to even set foot in that 
strange world,
Are said to have seen the beast, eating its scrumptious 
feast,

Eating like it’s never seen food before.
A giant they say, oh nobody knows.
An inky reception is all they really see,
It disappears amongst the weeds, finding a hiding spot, 
I suppose.
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THE KING OF THE OCEAN 

BY GEMMA MURPHY
Bigger than life some people say

About the huge creature

Who swims in the depths of the vas
t ocean ,

With grace and elegance . 

But when the men of the outside
 world 

Jump off one of their smal l , noisy v
essels ,

Holding their sma l l boxes ,

Filled with lightning , threatening to escape its 

container , The king is too wise to stay too clos
e 

to these creatures. With black and rubbery skin .

He swims away without noticing h
is respectful 

supporters

Who bow as he passes , because he is lo
nely .

He is searching , looking for his soul mate ,

One who can comfort and care for
 him .

As fast as an eel strikes his prey with 

electricity, 

He saw her, an angel of his ocean

The one he’s been looking for…



THE DANGEROUS SEABY SIAN TRENTAn enormous fin I seeIn the gates of the great big oceanRazor sharp teeth of fourteen vicious rows And coarse skin roaming aroundWhere no one dares to see it go Swiftly it moves through the water Gliding competitively with the sea creatures bedside!
With a frightful grin on his faceEveryone shaking with fear 

He’s like a terror at night “A bogeyman” some children whisperYou should be scared of his biteAs it is more painful than a Measly blister
 
One wound, one biteIs all that it takes for him to consume youTake fright, be brightBecause he is coming for you 

He is a devil 
Dressed in a grey suitMy advice to you is toStay away from the seaBecause you could be having Dinner with a shark and The meal is YOU!        

A CRY FOR HELP 
BY SASTHI NAIDOO
The ocean is a whole other world
Filled with thousands of creatures . 
Below the surface of crashing waves 
Deep down , where sneaky , sly creatures lie , 
A place Fi l led with rocks and holes , 
A lonely eel lives, looking for food . 
As he moves through the water , 
He is a storm ready to light up 
As soon as he sees his prey ! 
Only, there is no living soul to be seen… 
His body crackles as sparks ripple through the darkness . 
This beautiful but deadly eel is electric ,
He is the silent killer ! 
He moves with grace and speed ,
This eel is the sea creature who sparks and crackles 
with life . 
Out of the quiet and stillness 
He hears a cry for help . 
He is the defender for one of the sea creatures , 
He knows exactly who cries for help : 
A lonely lobster attacked by an octopus !
You see this deadly creature , 
The silent killer , 
A defender ,  
The only chance left ,
For a lonely lobster desperately in need of help…

THE FeiSTY CRAB BY CARA MESSAGE
This feisty creature can hurtAs it is always alertWith its big pincer claw.The crab seizes its prey into its jawAs he prances across the land.The crab is a dancing pairOf scissors, clicking across the sand,Taking in the red hot sun and the ocean air.

The crab looked jewel-like in the fading sun
As he relaxed after playing in waves – it was so much fun!
As dusk came, the crab faded off to sleepAs he sank in the sea so deep.A crab communicates with his friends using his pincers to 

the beat of a drum,Creating a gentle hum.The crab has an angelic voice.Hear them rejoice!

PANDAS
By Shasthi Naidoo They are big mountains of black and whiteWith eyes ever so kind and brightThey eat bamboo

Oh, they love to chewOn that giant stick
It can make me sick

I can tell you many reasons as to why they’re nice
But today I shall only mention thrice
One.
They are so humble and sweet like Cinderella
Even when they have nothing but a tree for an umbrellaTwo.

They are courageous and very bravealthough their room is a dark, dark, cave
Three. 
Their fur is soft silk
The colour of soot and milk

These animals are very cute and have a great big place in my 
heart.

Their love and kindness is off the chartI love these pandas from here to the moon,I hope I get to see one soon!
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GRADE 6 MARKET DAY

GRADE 6 USHAKA VISIT
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GRADE 6 SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE
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SENIOR PRIMARY  |  2016 GRADE
7W

First Row:  Hanna Coppola, Jemma Perrins, Limakatso Ramokoena, Mrs Whitfield, Sonali Reathlall, Katelyn Chetty, 
  Talia Persadh
Second Row: Shae Kavanagh, Isabella Hislop, Shristi Sooklal, Julia Tostee, Denaé Naicker, Tayla Good
Third Row: Scarlet Goodrich, Jodie Shaw, Tsidi Motta, Madison Briant, Laura McAlister
Fourth Row: Teagan Pearce, Lara Firth, Josephine Walton, Chloé Robertson, Isabella Pearsall, Rachel Henry
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First Row: Mia Blythe, Holly Chelin, Yuvika Lutchman, Mrs Bezuidenhout, Sara Elliot, Joanne Gersbach,  
  Kiara Kassie
Second Row: Emma Osborne, Chloé Pillay, Carmen Nuss, Charnei Suryapal, Sofia Maingard, Kaitlynn Sitharam
Third Row: Pooja Magan, Jessica Riggien, Kamishka Pather, Jenna-Leigh Chisholm, Treya Mothilal, Jessica Hollinshead,  
  Jaime Theron
Fourth Row: Sarah Randelhoff, Erin Lazarus, Savanah Kerdachi, Sharvani Naicker, Grace Symington, Lauren Dobeyn

GRADE
7B

GRADE 7 CHARITY REPORT
As part of our annual charity outreach project, the Grade 7 Class 
of 2016 undertook to raise funds and to collect clothing and pre-
loved toys and books for underpriviledged children.
We chose to support the Robin Hood Foundation, a NPO 
based in Durban, KwaZulu Natal, that was formed in 2005 and 
is run by a team of trustees, all of whom work on a voluntary 
basis. The Robin Hood Foundation aims to mobilize resources 
from businesses and individuals to support needy individuals 
in disadvantaged communities. Although the Robin Hood 
Foundation runs with numerous projects during the course 
of each year, we chose to support one of their child focused 
projects, Love the Babies. This initiative collects and packages 
bags of unwanted and used baby clothes and toys and supplies 
them to needy mums and new-born babies in Aids affected 
communities.
Besides collecting cash donations every Tuesday during our 
outreach focus time in class, the girls also each contributed 10% 
of their earnings from their Grade 7 Market Day Entrepreneurship 
Project held in August. Then, to further bolster the charity 
collections, a quick and very spontaneous collection at the 
last official Grade 7 school function, the Mums’ and Daughters’ 
Lunch, netted a healthy sum of R1500! Altogether we handed 
over in excess of R5000 to the Robin Hood Foundation and 
more than eight black bags full of extra goodies! 
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GRADE 7 MARKET DAY

SENIOR PRIMARY  |  2016

OP DIE STRAND
BY Grace Symington

Kyk net die groot branders

Hulle klink soos donder

Die strand is my beste land

Die son is soos n soen

Daar is baie om te sien

En baie dinge te doen

Is daar haaie… miskien?

Met groot, bruin rotse

En sout blou water

Die krappe op rotse 

Ek wil terug kom later!

Al die kinders is baie bly

Hulle eet koue roomys

Daar is niemand wat baklei

Die strand is my paradys

SEISOENE BY LARA FIRTH

Somer

In die somer, is dit warm

Die lug is blou en die see is 

kalm

Die geel son gloei

En laat die plante groei

Herfs

In the herfs, kan die wind waai

Dis moeilik om die droë blare 

op te laai

Kleure verander van groen na 

goud

Soms raak dit ‘n bietjie koud

 Lente

In die lente, kom daar weer die 

sonskyn

Daar is mooi blomme in ons 

tuin

Daar is baie groen gras

Vir die koeie op die plaas

 
Winter

Dit word koud en die kinders 

kla

Omdat hulle baadjies en 

stewels moet dra

Almal sit by die vuur om warm 

dranke te deel

Maar hulle wens hulle kan buite 

gaan en in die sneeu speel

KLEURE 
BY JOANNE GERSBACHEk hou van kleure en voël vere.

My gunsteling kleur is rooi vir my is dit baie mooi.

As ek eendag gaan trouwil ek net een kleur sien, blou.Blou van die see maar, ek wil nie meer.

‘n Lemoen is geel maar, as ek dit sluk, sit dit in my keelMy ma se gunsteling kleur is pers en as sy bad hou sy van ‘n kers.
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SPLASH

MOMS & DAUGHTERS LUNCH
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ENTABENI CRANE SANCTUARY

SENIOR PRIMARY  |  2016

On Wednesday 13th April, 47 Grade 7s climbed onto a tour 

bus, ready to start our long awaited Entabeni Excursion. 

The bus ride there was filled with lots of excitement, 

laughter and of course, loud singing! The three and a 

half hour trip flew past in what seemed liked minutes. On 

arrival, we were divided into four groups and we started 

with an exciting programme of activities. Hiking up a 

mountain is absolutely exhausting, no matter how hard 

you try to sugarcoat it. But, with the help of our amazing 

friends, teachers and instructors to keep us safe from the 

local troop of baboons, we did it! The breathtaking view, 

ancient Bushmen rock art and waterfall at the top were well 

worth the journey. Another of our fun exercises involved 

an hour long walk to the nearby wetland area. We learnt 

to identify the differences between mud and clay and had 

loads of fun building imaginary wetland creatures out of the 

clay from the Hlatikulu River. We also made pottery and had 

mud fights. After a tiring day, we made our way home, dirty 

and soaked. Kayak Polo was another of our fun exercise. 

As the freezing morning temperatures started to rise, we 

put on life jackets and lugged our canoes into the water. 

We got in them, managed to stay afloat (most of the time) 

and floated out into the centre of the dam. From there we 

played an exhausting game of Kayak Polo. We splashed 

and gasped as our canoes often came dangerously close 

to tipping over into the icy water. After a competitive game, 

hysterical laughter and squeals as we were splashed with 

the cold water, we made our way to the crane sanctuary. 

There we learnt about our country’s national bird, the 

Blue Crane. We also studied how the Crowned and Wattle 

Cranes are being protected from possible extinction. We 

were in awe and extremely privileged to learn about these 

beautiful birds up close. Our bonding time was immense 

and the new friendships and memories that were made 

on tour will be unforgettable. We are most grateful to the 

fantastic staff at Entabeni and to our teachers for making 

this trip possible.

Hanna Coppola (7W) and Rachel Henry (7W)



69



70

WORLD BOOK DAY

ECO KIDS

PREP ART EXHIBITION

SENIOR PRIMARY CULTURAL  |  2016

KINGSLEY HOLGATE
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THE WIZARD OF OZ

MARIMBA CHOIR
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TENNIS
INTER-HOUSE PREP GALA
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CROSS COUNTRY

ATHLETICS

TENNIS

NETBALL

HOCKEY
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TOP 10 GALA  |  2016

JUNIOR VICTRIX LUDORUM - CARA MESSAGE

Senior Victrix Ludorum - Kelly Ebing
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INTER-HOUSE SPORTS DAY | 2016

SENIOR VICTRIX LUDORUM JOINT WINNERS - 
MEGAN LOMBARD & COURTNEY DU PREEZ

THIS IS COURTNEY’S 8TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR OF 
WINNING THE VICTRIX LUDORUM!

CONGRATULATIONS TO AMBROSE FOR WINNING 
BOTH THE ATHLETICS & SPIRIT CUP!

JUNIOR VICTRIX LUDORUM WINNER - ISABELLA HALSTEAD
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First Row: Ukhonaye Mazwembe, Andiswa Gumbi, Jemma Ross, Mrs Miskey, Yeshni Gounden, Zinhle Sithole, 
  Romaine Cabusas
Second Row: Tia Munsamy, Natalie Reddy, Sinelihle Mncibi, Lwandile Shezi, Nicole Reddy, Camryn Cox
Third Row: Danielle Chetty, Keara Graham, Jenna O’Brien, Hayley Wasserman, Kundanika Somasundram
Fourth Row: Erica Hair, Tayler Davie, Ella Wium, Oluhle Ndlovu, Sarah Saunders, Ashley Le Roux

GRADE 8M

GRADE 8 charity report
The Grade 8A, 8P and 8M girls decided to support Tuinsig Old 
Age Home, a specialised maximum care facility which provides 
empathetic care, physical and psychological support to the frail and 
elderly. They chose this facility as many elderly people don’t have 
family members who pay them visits or support them in any way. The girls visited the home in class groups, entertaining and uplifting 
the residents, keeping them company and handing out little gifts of 
toiletries. 

They were also involved in one of Tuinsig’s fund raisers, where 
every girl had to fill a tin with coins, which was donated to the less 
fortunate elderly people who cannot afford basic necessities.
During our last visit of the year, the girls each handed over a 
Christmas present to a granny or grandpa, filled with different little 
treats. They also entertained them by singing cheerful Christmas 
Carols.

The visits were very enriching for both the girls and the Tuinsig 
residents, and on our way back to school, the girls shared their 
stories of what they chatted about with “their” granny or grandpa. 
They left with a feeling of “I have done something worthwhile” for 
someone else today. 
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LIFE SCIENCE PRAC

GRADE 8P

First Row:             Robyn Dunwoody, Arya Maharaj, Bayanda Gumede, Mrs Savage, Fezeka Ngidi, Yoliswa Mhlongo, 
  Caitlyn Gooding
Second Row:       Yadhya Mohamed, Noxolo Xolo, Chloë Van den Berg, Demi Coskey, Holly Davey, Layla Pulvirenti, 
  Riya Shah, Bella-Donna Nwuwa 
Third Row:           Jessica Cholwich, Kyra Murray, Caitlyn Woods, Destinee Jones, Jody Ribbink, Chloë Crozier, Alayna Naidu
Absent:   Tiana Mooroogasen, Jodi Nobin, Ufezile Mtolo, Tariro Nyamayaro
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First Row:  Tatum Froneman, Hanna Khan, Leah Kerr, Mrs Vrey, Gabriella Innes, Georgia du Plessis, Shriyaa Sooklal
Second Row:  Zilungile de Wet, Keisha Moonasar, Malaika Ahiwe, Mpho Sigcau, Lekayler Murugan, Serenta Reddy
Third Row:  Andria van der Linde, Dyani Sewram, Dayna Miller, Georgina Mercer, Kristen Folpini
Fourth Row:  Thandolwenkosi Nomvungu, Caitlyn Fowler, Kaylyn Asgeir-Nielsen, Kyla Stirling, Jesse Smith, Clio Gallo, 
  Langelihle Zama

RECIPE FOR SUCCESS

GRADE 8A

Page kindly sponsored by Grade 8A
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GEOGRAPHY EXCURSION

Greystone
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GRADE 8 SLEEP OVER
The Grade 8s enjoyed a fun Friday evening on 29 July at the Grade 8 sleepover. 

The evening started with a picnic supper and was followed by fun games and activities organised by the Grade 12 High School portfolio in the MPC. 

After changing into their pjs, the Grade 8s had a spontaneous dance-a-thon in the hall and I’m not sure who had more fun….the Grade 8s or the Grade 12s! 
The evening was rounded off with a romantic movie and a VERY late bedtime. Many thanks to the Grade 8 teachers and Grade 12 leaders for the entertaining evening.
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A Midsummer Night’s Dream



HIGH SCHOOL  |  2016
GRADE 9H

GRADE 9H CHARITY REPORT
This year, our class decided to support Subz which is a part of a bigger NPO 

called Project Dignity. There are 9 000 000 girls in South Africa between the 

ages of 13 and 19. This is the school going age of menstruating girls. Their 

Education is hindered by 25%, as these girls do not go to school whilst they 

are menstruating as they have no access to sanitary wear. That is one week 

every month, which is a massive set back in their school careers. 

Sue Barnes created Subz in response to a request for the donation of washable 

sanitary pads and panties for the under privileged girls in her area. Subz are 

panties to which sanitary pads can be clipped. Each girl in 9H bought one Subz 

pack which will be given to a girl in a neighbouring rural school. 

This pack contained three pairs of panties and three washable pads which 

should last the girl her whole high school career. The girls also added a 

personal touch by adding a letter that introduced themselves to the receiver of 

the Subz pack hoping to encourage them to continue with their studies 

and know that as a class, we had been praying for them.

First Row:  Tiana Singh, Tamryn Palani, Mrs Henderson , Daniela Le Roux (Grade 12 Mentor), Simphiwe Gcaba, 
  Noxolo Mcunu
Second Row:  Taryn Jackson, Andiswa Ndwalane, Lauren Proctor, Siyamthanda Mngoma, Hannah Watt
Third Row:  Gina Hogg, Kirstin Winter, Amy Jackson, Alexandra Erskine, Kelly Cheall , Amani Mpanza
Absent:   Scarlet-Lee Singh, Hannah Dingley, Njongo Gugwana
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First Row:  Jamie Livingstone, Nekha Harilal, Dr Langlois, Jordan Proudfoot (Grade 12 Mentor), Suvania Naidoo, 
  Jorja Ashford
Second Row:  Julianna Crook, Heshanya Doorsamy, Tayla Dietrich, Kelsey Wassink, Arielle Jack, Savannah Wilson, 
  Bianca Hooper
Third Row:  Caomh Jankey, Kerry Mottram, Jamie Coetzee, Tyler Gabriel, Teagan Wilkinson, Georgia Erskine
Absent:   Yolande Ndulelisa, Caitlyn Vishnand

GRADE 9L

GRADE 9L CHARITY REPORTHolah, which is a home for abandoned babies, is a safe-haven established to 
love and care for babies until they can be placed with adoptive families. The 
babies that come to Holah have either been abandoned, orphaned, given up 
for adoption or removed from their parents care. 
The babies are brought to Holah through child protection organisations with 
many babies being only a few hours old. In order to ensure that each child 
is given the attention and care that they deserve, a maximum of six babies 
are taken in at any one time. Holah has intentionally remained small to 
guarantee that the highest levels of care, love and attention can be offered 
to the babies placed in their care. In addition to these high levels of care, 
they are dedicated to finding each individual child a ‘forever family’. Throughout the year 9L have been collecting baby products which include: 

wet wipes, barrier cream, baby shampoo, baby body wash, tissues, baby 
porridge, jars of purity, baby powder and a few other baby products which 
we have delivered to Holah.  All the girls have also been collecting money 
every term and have managed to raise a total amount of R1350 for Holah. 
This money will be used to purchase a plastic playhouse which will be 
donated to the Baby House.
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GRADE 9W

GRADE 9Z & 9W CHARITY REPORT

It is said that when you educate a girl, you empower a 

nation. In our country of 9 million girls between the ages 

of thirteen and nineteen the reality is that 25 % of their 

education is hindered when they are menstruating. 

Project Dignity, is an organisation which provides hygien-

ic, washable reusable sanitary products which can last up 

to 5 years.  We decided to ensure that our project this 

year would be to empower young girls our area. Sue 

Barnes, the creator of the design Subz and her assistant 

Brenda, put packs together and go into the outlying areas 

and educate and distribute these packs to the girls. We 

have assisted with the Stanger area outreach and next 

year will accompany Sue and Brenda where our girls will 

assist with the education and distribution of the products. 

Each member of the two classes wrote a personal letter 

to the unknown recipient and these will be placed in the 

bags before they are handed out. Sue and Brenda came 

to Maris Stella to give us more information about their 

project and to receive the letters. We are looking forward 

to accompanying Sue and Brenda to Stanger next year 

as one small way we can empower the girls in our area.

First Row: Brenna Tooley, Nthabiseng Cele, Mrs Ward , Jordan-Lee Odams (Grade 12 Mentor),  Lutho Gugwana, 
  Kiara Driver 
Second Row: Maxine Butler, Julia Blythe, Popi Ioannou, Katherine Sterling-Grinwis, Melela Blose, Jamie Proudfoot, 
  Sria Kusial 
Third Row:  Senamile Ndwalane, Adrienne Dickason, Kaiya Naidu, Savannah Papenfus, Luyanda Ndlovu, 
  Sinempilo Khathi, Samishka Chetty, Gabriella Alessandri, Aimee-Sera McLeod
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First Row:   Dara Muller, Asheta  Nandlall, Mrs Ziegler, Keina Mehta (Grade 12 Mentor), Yadhasia Govender, 
  Alisha Chutarpal
Second Row:   Anya Muller, Ukhona Ngcongo, Kayla Hinchliffe, Jessica Petzer, Kwazikwakhe Ndlovu, 
  Chloé Garrioch, Adaeze Enebechi
Third Row:  Megan Lombard, Lulu Mbanga, Rebecca Standage, Amy Randelhoff, Lucy Paynter, Bronwyn Harris,  
  Hannah Constantine,  Melissa Mpako

FRENCH DAY

MATHS RELAY

GRADE 9Z

Page kindly sponsored by Grade 9P
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GRADE 9 TOUCHSTONE
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GRADE 9 TOUCHSTONE REPORT 

Touchstone was an incredible experience that will stay with us forever.  

When we left for the hike, many of us were unprepared for the challenges 

that faced us, such as carrying heavy packs with food, clothing, 

medication, and sleeping and cooking equipment for four days.  Lots of 

us totally overpacked and had to suffer the weight of a heavy pack even 

though Mrs Aaron checked our packs and took out any unnecessary 

items, some of which might “accidentally” have fallen back in!  The Giants 

Cup Trail which we hiked, took us through the Drakensberg Mountains 

and we were surrounded by beautiful views and landscapes.  Despite 

the challenges we experienced, it was an amazing and highly memorable 

experience that has had an impact on us all.  The support we received 

from our friends and teachers kept us going, as did the singing and 

laughing which never failed to throw a positive light on any situation.  

(Amy Randelhoff)

The Community Outreach was carried out at three schools; Camanga, 

Reichenau and Thukeyana, as well as Pevensey Place, a home for 

adults with special needs.  The girls also spent one Saturday morning 

entertaining the children from Clouds of Hope Orphanage.  Each of these 

places provided challenges for the Grade 9s, but without exception, all 

the girls rose to meet these challenges and in the process, not only grew 

on a personal level, but also appreciated their own privileges in being 

healthy, well educated and cared for within a family.  (Karen Bodley)

What stands out for me when I think about our 2016 Touchstone 

experience is the how the girls seemed so positive to take on Touchstone. 

I’m not sure if it was naiveté on their behalf or just plain old enthusiasm 

but this year’s group was so easy to work with. Many overcame some 

initial anxieties and took on the challenge of Touchstone. There were a 

few girls who were nervous of the hike, or of being away for a number of 

days from their families and of course all of them were wondering how 

they would survive without a cell phone for 10 days.  

For each group we spent a fair amount of time repacking all the girls 

backpacks, evaluating the amount of food and clothing they had packed 

in and making sometimes unwelcome suggestions.  We all realized how 

little we needed to survive and that cluttering our lives with possessions 

is not always helpful! In fact, their advice to next year’s Grade 9s is: Pack 

what you think you need and then empty half your bag. Pack light!  

The girls held their nerve (and so did the teachers) and at the end of 

the day we had many laughs, told many stories and made bonds we will 

never forget. What struck me about the girls I hiked with, was the support 

and encouragement they gave each other and especially their desire to 

include one another in their chats and discussions. A deep appreciation 

for the dense silence of the mountain air was also identified and our 

group went so far as to declare a silent hiking session on day 4 which 

was meant to last for 10 minutes but was so enjoyed by everyone that 

it went on for more than half an hour! The girls really enjoyed journaling 

and hopefully one day in the future they will enjoy reading about their 

experience again.  Another goal that we had in mind was to instil 

in our girls a respect and love of nature. I was happy to hear the girls 

commenting when they looked at the views, the flowers, the rivers and 

mountains. Unlike psychologist, Tim Barry’s research, which states that 

“pseudo teens” have lost the ability to experience surprise or awe and 

wonder, our girls were moved by the beauty that they saw. 

Our girls had to struggle, both physically and emotionally, but they 

survived. They didn’t give up – they persevered and completed the hike 

and learnt that they are stronger than they imagined. They can keep 

going when every part of them wants to give up. They demonstrated 

resilience and an ability to cope with a strenuous challenge. I am proud 

of our Grade 9 girls.  (Bridget Aaron)
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First Row: Zamangwane Nhlabathi, Laila Davids, Jasmin Hodman, Miss French, Daniele Clayton, Tannah Craig, 
  Cameryn Craig
Second Row: Candice Brown, Sabrina Pulvirenti, Fathima Aniff, Sarah Volek, Danielle Boyd, Courtney Blandin de Chalain 
Third Row: Tatiana Pillay, Mayukha Govind Ram, Savannah Prange, Jesica Morris, Busisiwe Goduka
Fourth Row: Kayla Colby, Lerusha Naidoo, Erin Bazley, Kaylin Techet

GRADE 10F

GRADE 10 CHARITY REPORT
In 2016 the Grade 10s decided to have a grade charity in order to build on the community service they started when they went on Touchstone last year. The Grade 10 charity 
this year was Inkanyezi Crèche, situated in the Molweni Township in Crestholme. The Grade 10s decided to focus specifically on the crèche, as these learners come from 
impoverished families and our girls wanted to add to their schooling experience. The Grade 10s chose this charity as they are very aware that they are a privileged minority 
and wanted to give back to children that aren’t as fortunate as themselves. The girls raised money for their charity through donations and having cake sales. Each term, 
our girls brought in a variety of items identified by the crèche, such as hoola hoops, black bikes, educational toys and items for the fantasy room.  A few of the girls went 
to the crèche in the first term and did repairs on the building and dropped off the collections. Our girls also cleared an area for a fantasy room and provided the learners 
with a variety of dress up items, sports equipment and toys.  They also collected camp cot mattresses to provide an area for the babies to sleep.  The visit was extremely 
rewarding, and the girls thoroughly enjoyed spending time with the children.

A few girls shared their thoughts about their experience:
We helped renovate the classroom at the school. It made me feel happy that on Monday morning when the children arrive at their school, they are going to be in for a big 
surprise. I can just imagine the smiles on their faces when they entered the classroom. It also made me feel blessed for what God has given me. 
- Daniéle Clayton 

Other than learning how to decorate and clean the little children’s play area, I also learnt that the little things we give can make a huge difference. We arrived with only a 
few toys and items for the children to play with, but the children smiled happily as if it were Christmas. 
- Zama Nhlabathi 

It made me happy to see the smiles on the caretakers’ and children’s faces when we fixed and replaced their broken equipment
- Busi Goduka

It was a wonderful birthday present to have the feeling that I was helping someone who didn’t have as much as me. Although we didn’t get the chance to meet them I hope 
the children liked what we did for them. It was hard work, but nice to be out of my comfort zone with my friends and family, doing a good deed. 
- Jasmin Hodman

Page kindly sponsored by Grade 10P
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First Row: Laiken Spenceley, Xoliswa Gcaba, Sanele Dlamini, Mrs Meyer, Catherine Dunn, Rachel Herrington, 
  Nidhi Govender
Second Row: Kenda Lang, Tyra-Clé Fynn, Lesharia Pillay, Riya Sanker, Kaede Persadh, Mayukha Pillay
Third Row: Tereka Glen, Lisantha Naidoo, Tyra Iyer, Atara Jawahir, Talia Nazar
Fourth Row: Jordan Lambert, Claire Canter, Lila Heath, Paige Harwood, Ciarra Mooney, Sarah-Jade Thomson
Absent  Dana Osborn, Ashlyn Wheatley

GRADE 10M

Page kindly sponsored by Grade 10V
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HIGH SCHOOL  |  2016

First Row:             Ciara van der Westhuizen, Kyara Singh, Endrika Singh (Grade 12 Mentor), Mrs Scott, Naledi Cele, 
  Caitlin Steen, Londizwi Khathi
Second Row: Lulama Khoza, Maxine Loganathan, Cerin Vaughan, Sinenhlanhla Khumalo, Sesiphiwe Zwane, 
  Dhenishta Chetty
Third Row: Daelyn Pearce, Amy Chelin, Jemima Pather, Georgina Packham, Keli Reynolds
Fourth Row: Anathi Xaba, Urusa Khan, Claudia Coppola, Christine Lund, Megan McFerren, Rachel Grobbelaar

CUPCAKE MASTERCLASS

GRADE 10S
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Retreat to African Enterprises 

The Grade 10s enjoyed their time 

on retreat at African Enterprises.  

The theme of the retreat was 

‘Created for Love’, exploring 

relationships, and the importance 

of respect and trust.
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HIGH SCHOOL  |  2016

First Row: Alice Ko, Nehal Vaid, Mrs Cholwich, Tegan Sinclair, Neliswa Mseleku
Second Row:  Emma-Leigh Chisholm, Chelsea Poole, Tyler Thackwray, Cristina Palazzo, Melokuhle Shangase, 
  Megan Mordaunt, Nana Madwe
Third Row:  Hannah Kerr, Ayanda Xaba, Emma Moore, Ntokozo Ndlovu, Kate Rode, Alexia Jennings

GRADE 11C

Page kindly sponsored by Grade 11
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GRADE 11I

GRADE 11 CHARITY REPORT

This year, the Grade 11s supported the Denis Hurley 

Centre. The Denis Hurley Centre, which is adjacent to the 

Emmanuel Cathedral, is a Catholic-run initiative which 

gives support to
 the sick, refuge

es and the homeless. 

The centre relies 
heavily on voluntee

rs and donations so 

the Maris Stella Grade 11 girls donated a sizeable portion 

of their charity collection to
 the centre and also worked in 

shifts over a two day period. A number of girls worked 

in the kitchen and helped with the preparation and serving 

of food for the homeless. Others learnt about the recently
 

opened crèche, which provides a service for the 
children of 

parents who are being treated at the clinic. Others were 

also fortunate enough to walk through the Y
ear of Mercy 

door at the entrance to the Emmanuel Cathedral. 

Regardless of their ex
perience, the G

rade 11s girls who 

participated in the visits ga
ined a valuable insight into 

the 

lives of others a
nd, I’m sure, as a result are more mindful 

of the many blessings tha
t they have in their lives.

First Row:  Cailyn Terblanche, Madison Van Niekerk, Mrs Cholwich, Tracey Powell, Mila Stepanik
Second Row:   Sophie Rivalland, Kalindini Govender, Amy Mezher, Michaela Van der Linde, Katherine Chambers, 
  Gabriella Da Silva
Third Row:   Emma Jackson, Sophie Ardé, Khutso Thulare, Jemma Buser, Jamie Moore, Alison Hogg
Absent:   Mrs Ireland, Torreya Allan, Carmela d’Unienville, Rachel Evans, Akira Moodley, Olivia Murgatroyd, 
  Holly Nairn, Aandhia Panday, Rebecca Van Rensburg
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HIGH SCHOOL  |  2016

First Row:  Nikita Sitharam, Qondisa Sibeko, Antonina Mamontov, Mrs Schumann, Kiara Munsamy, Latisha Pema, 
  Chloë Payze
Second Row:  Kriti Bansal, Laura Herman, Riya Pillay, Cailin Donachie, Alannah Hogan, Charét Savrimuthu
Third Row:  Crystal Jaftha, Shirali Chetty. Courtney Johnson, Kiara Chetty, Mvelo Nzimande
Fourth Row:  Jenna Rabie, Kristina Mercer, Courtney Stuart, Daniella Smith, Jenna De Fleuriot De La Coliniere, 
  Catherine Harrison 
Absent:   Jamie Gertenbach, Shanté Vrey

DURBAN YOUTH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

GRADE 11S

PORTFOLIO HEADS & VICE HEADS



The Grade 11s enjoyed a 

stimulating retreat to L’Abri, 

learning more about the 

importance of effective 

communication, leadership 

and team work. 

97

GRADE 11 L’ABRI RETREAT
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HIGH SCHOOL  |  2016

First Row:  Jessica Nothard, Danica D’Oliveira, Sandiswe Mjoli, Mr Janse Van Rensburg, Lauren Evans, 
  Savana-Rose Coe, Azama Kibundila
Second Row:   Dhiyora Naidoo, Gina Hooper, Blessing Rambiyawo, Siphosethu Goduka, Olivia Nealon, Nicole Snell
Third Row:  Tanuja Albert, Nicole Luis, Danielle Du Preez, Jade van Heerden, Kristin Prior, Laura Quigley
Fourth Row:  Tayla Steadman, Nicole Coetzee, Sarah Warmback, Savannah Ludick, Te-Jeanne Botha

GRADE
12 J

GRADE 12 CHARITY REPORT
Street-Wise South Africa is an independent, non-racial, non-profit, inter-denomination-
al, non-governmental organisation. It aims to take care of abandoned and neglected 
children on the streets of South Africa. Street-Wise also helps child headed homes by 
providing basic needs. This organisation depends on donations and sponsorships as 
government funding is minimal.

Despite the busy, tight schedule the Grade 12 girls face every year, they managed to 
collect money to buy goods needed at Street-Wise. During the Easter season the girls 
brought Easter eggs and hot cross buns for the children of Street-Wise, and this brought 
so much joy to the children and the Street-Wise community at large. 

During the most important season of Christmas where there is so much festivity we did 
not forget the Street-Wise community. With the money contributed by each girl we man-
aged to buy groceries that we delivered to Sister Helena who then delivered the goods 
to children and families of Street-Wise.

Charity this year was a great success and we would like to thank everyone who support-
ed us as we helped those in need. 

“A life not lived for others is not a life.” Mother Teresa
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First Row:  Nokwazi Bhengu, Nicol Randeria, Lara Smithers, Mrs Mkhize, Jishnavi Govender, Kelly Bruce, 
  Michaela Borodinsky
Second Row:   Olivia Keirby-Smith, Kamara Moodley, Erin Burgess, Keina Mehta, Georgina Brink, Ashali Pillay
Third Row:  Jessica-Leigh Metcalfe, Megan Montocchio, Kacie Morey, Jordan-Lee Odams, Afika Mbeje
Fourth Row:  Sarah Herrington, Amber Paynter, Alice Wootton, Sarah Ward, Alexa Haasbroek

EDITH BENSON
A group of girls visit Edith Benson Children’s Home every 
Tuesday afternoon from 2:45 to 4:00pm. This year girls were 
more involved in taking care of the Home and its needs but 
they did not ignore the main purpose of visiting the Home 
which is to take care of the children and give some relief to 
the main caregivers. The girls who work with the babies and 
toddlers focus on giving individual attention to one child at a 
time. 

They interact with the babies, give them hugs and play games. 
The girls working in the Special Care unit get a chance to feed 
the babies and to assist caregivers. This year girls were also 
involved in helping Pre-school learners with their homework. 
2016 has been a very challenging year for the Home as there 
were fewer caregivers and therefore our Maris Stella girls 
played a very important role as volunteers. 

They were also allowed to assist with those babies with special 
needs. This is an extremely challenging task and many of 
the girls have been enlightened as to how much patience is 
required for this task. As a school, we not only volunteered to 
help but we also donated items for the babies and sponsored 
them once a term with Baby milk, black refuse bags and tinned 
goods. We would like to extend our thanks to all the girls 
who have given up their time to help with the Edith Benson 
Children’s Home, as well as their commitment this year in 
assisting in any way possible at the Home. Just an hour of 
nurturing and affection provided by Maris Stella girls to the 
Edith Benson Home has made such a difference. - MaCele

GRADE 12M
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HIGH SCHOOL  |  2016

First Row: Ternay Dove, Kelly Ebing, Endrika Singh, Celina Chetty, Rebecca Golan, Jordan Proudfoot
Second Row: Sethabile Shangase, Nosihle Mkhize, Julia Harrison, Emmanuella Gonzalves Maistrellis, Lungile Mkhize
Third Row: Micayla Caetano, Candice Hercules, Melissa Costa, Daniela le Roux
Fourth Row: Kiara Bester, Jade Wells, Brittany Mooney, Courtney du Preez, Pamela Makhaye
Absent:  Stephanie Beagle, Slethokuhle Mthethwa

STAFF TEA FOR MATRICS

GRADE 12S

This page is kindly sponsored by the Chisholm girls - Jamie, Emma-Leigh and Jenna-Leigh
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Our Matrics experienced a very 

special retreat to Camp Anerley, 

centred around the theme of 

dancing with God; exploring the 

importance of letting Him lead, 

trusting Him to direct us and 

knowing He will be there if we 

stumble.

Retreat to Camp Anerley 

MATRIC SCENES
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High School 
Sport 2016

SOFTBALL

WATERPOLO & SWIMMING

BADMINTON

SOCCER
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SCHOOL SPIRIT

HOCKEY & NETBALL
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Inter-house 
Gala
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¤     A PERFORMANCE OF 3 COMEDIES     ¤ 

MARIS STELLA HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTS… 

15 & 16 MARCH 
THE CENTENARY HALL / MARIS STELLA SCHOOL / 558 ESSENWOOD ROAD 

15 MARCH – BARNYARD STYLE SUPPER THEATRE (R50)  
16 MARCH – THEATRE SEATING (R40) 

 

TICKET ENQUIRIES : CALL 031  209 9426 
TICKETS onsale at the bursar ’s office  

High School 
Cultural

An Evening Of Absurdity
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HIGH SCHOOL ART
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High School 
Cultural

ALL ABOUT THE MUSIC

MARDI GRAS



Maris Stella Cultural Tour 2016 Report
“Travelling leaves you speechless, then turns you into a storyteller.” – Ibn Batutta

10 days, 3 amazing cities, loads of culture.

Mrs Strauss, Miss French and I, together with 25 of our wanderlustful Maris Stella girls, 
embarked on an exciting journey to visit three of the most historically diverse and culturally-
rich cities in the world – London, Paris, and Rome. What memories were made, and what an 
adventure it was.

Our journey began in London. After a long couple of days of travel, we finally arrived in 
the Square Mile, and went almost straight into our first cultural experience of the tour – a 
West End show. We attended a performance of the renowned musical Wicked. Although we 
were exhausted from our travels and fighting narcolepsy, we were engrossed by the familiar 
songs, the beautiful costumes and set designs, and of course the exceptional acting and 
singing. Our appetites were whet for what was to come. Our tour of London included an 
absorbing Hop-On, Hop-Off Bus tour showing the main city attractions; St Paul’s Cathedral 
where we were able to climb to the very top for some beautiful panoramic views of London; 
Madame Tussauds; Dinner and Jazz at The Crypt; the Globe Theatre; Tate Modern Gallery; 
and even a bit of shopping on Oxford Street and Camden.

A highlight of our stay in London was an amazing Medieval Banquet, where we were treated 
to an assortment of performances, combined with excellent food. A horror experience at the 
London Bridge tickled our enjoyment of the darker side. And a mesmerising, remarkable 
performance of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time at the Gielgud Theatre – a 
phenomenal combination of story-telling and spectacle.

It felt as if we had been travelling for a month already, yet we had only been in London for 
3 days.  Our adventure continued onto Paris. Charles Dickens once wrote: “I cannot tell you 
what an immense impression Paris made upon me. It is the most extraordinary place in the 
world!” Extraordinary it certainly was.

Our experience of the City of Light did not actually begin too pleasantly, as we were greeted 
with quite some hostility and incivility, most particularly from the authorities as we were 
stopped and interrogated by the Paris Metro officials. Fortunately, Miss French’s broken, 
ahem, French eventually navigated us to safety, but many of our girls were shaken by 
the brashness that this romanticised city can so often express. They were most certainly 
becoming culturally experienced! A trip to Montmartre and the famed Moulin Rouge 
sandwiched a magnificent Parisian ballet, and these started to bring the glint back into our 
expectations. This was so much further enhanced by a visit to the self-proclaimed “best 
crepes in Paris”. Our hearts were won.

A new day brought a new perspective; a walk around Paris, a visit to the Notre Dame 
Cathedral, the Louvre, a walk down the Champs Élysées and a charming lunch and river 
cruise from the base of the Tour Eiffel, enamoured us to the City of Love. It is truly a 
magnificent city, filled with many wonders; we could hardly take them all in. After an outing 
to the unconventional and eccentric Centre Pompidou, we returned to take a trip up the Eiffel 
Tower at night – breathtaking…

My heart was warmed by a stop at the massive Cite des Sciences, where our senses were 
at once confused and comforted by the array of displays, and which included an amazing 
show in the planetarium.

Rome…the Eternal City. Many might say Rome is terrible: overcrowded, expensive, busy, and 
full of tourist traps. Is it these things? Yes, it certainly is, but it is also replete with ancient 
history, mouth-watering food, and stunning monuments. And the gelato, oh the gelato!

We loved everything about Rome – from the quaint little piazzas, filled every evening with 
locals, to the rich presence of history in every building, to the friendly and fun-loving people, 
Rome was remarkable and unforgettable. Our Roman experience started with an engrossing 
tour of the Colosseum and Roman Fora, where we were expertly guided and instructed on 
ancient Roman life and lifestyle. After a quick lunch of street pizza in the gorgeous Villa 
Borghese, we hired some Segways to explore Rome in a unique and very fun way. After a 
steep learning curve, we were on our way through the narrow streets and on to the Spanish 
Steps, Trevi Fountain and the magnificent and unbelievable Pantheon. We then got to 
experience our first heavenly Gelato – one of many. More pizza and then we were off to 
an incredible night of Opera under the stars at the Termi di Caracalla, ancient Roman baths. 
Walking the streets of Rome by night is definitely the way to get know the city – experiencing 
Rome’s culture in situ.

A bus trip down the stunning Amalfi Coast (a late start ensured everyone but Paige slept the 
entire time!), Naples and Pompeii was a memorable educational and cultural event. Seeing 
thousands of years of history so preserved was beautiful and haunting. The day was rounded 
off with some food, music, and shopping at the market alongside the Tiber River. Some 
down time was enjoyed the next day at the Cinecitta Theme Park, and then one of the big 
highlights of the entire tour: The Vatican – the museums, the artworks, the massive Basilica 
of St Peter, it was at once overwhelming and awe-inspiring.

It was the perfect way to end off a truly unforgettable trip, one that we will all treasure for 
many years.

It lasted forever, and ended too soon…

Written by Mr Rodrigues
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Fashion Nanny

#FashionNanny

FashionNanny

Fashion Nanny



WELCOME TO THE MARIS STELLA FAMILY

BIRTHS - WELCOME TO THE MARIS STELLA FAMILY

We welcomed the following members of staff to our family:

Julia van Blerk, High School Business Studies teacher
Jenna Shuker, Head of Hockey
Kate Koenig, Head of Prep Sport
Kim Davenport, High School Life Orientation and French teacher
Sarah Henderson, High School English teacher
Jessica Sinclair, Computer Studies / Pre-school teacher
Filip Kormuth, Music teacher
Phindile Mkhize, Laboratory Assistant
Cindy Hudson, Marketing and Public Relations Co-ordinator

We congratulate: 
Mrs Jenna Jones-Bate and her husband on the safe arrival of Blake Timothy, born on 16 September 2016

Mrs Natasha Tsouris and family welcomed baby Ethan Michael, born on 5 December 2016

ADMIN STAFF

MAINTENANCE STAFF 

MANAGEMENT STAFF

STAFF



STAFF FAREWELLS

WE WILL 
MISS YOU

Nikki Early
In the year that she was here, Mrs Early made a great im-
pact on High School music, introducing a Vocal Ensemble, 
arranging some beautiful evenings of Music in the Chapel 
and a wonderful Maris Stella Music Evening.  Mrs Early had a 
very happy year at Maris Stella but decided to take a break 
to spend some quality time at home with her family.  She has 
said that she will miss the friendly and helpful staff, as well as 
the incredible view from her classroom!

Moya Van der Linde
A teacher of great value and significance, who invested 28 
years of her life here at Maris Stella, retired at the end of 2016 
to the sorrow of our littlest girls especially.  Mrs Van der Linde 
played a significant role in the spiritual development of many 
of the girls at Maris Stella, encouraging  them to always keep 
Jesus in their hearts and to share love and kindness with ev-
eryone they meet. Moya made an indelible mark in the hearts 
and minds of many members of our Maris Stella Family, both 
past and present, and we know that the Lord delights in her 
bountiful efforts. 

Jacqui du Preez
Mrs Jacqui du Preez began teaching at Maris Stella in January 2007, as 
a Mathematics and a Mathematical Literacy teacher. The pupils always 
loved Mrs du Preez’s lessons,  as not only was she extremely knowl-
edgeable in the subject, but she has a unique gift of making Mathemat-
ics easy to understand and the lessons fun to attend. In her last few 
years at Maris Stella, Mrs du Preez was promoted to management as 
the Head of Sport. Mrs du Preez’s passion and love for sport was evi-
dent from the start. She encouraged all girls to set goals for themselves 
and to strive to achieve them. She was also instrumental in starting 
various traditions at Maris Stella, such as the D and D Gala day. Sport 
at Maris Stella grew from strength to strength under her leadership, 
and the girls, especially the Prep hockey girls, just loved her and her 
coaching style.  She will be forever missed.

Michelle Whitfield
“From my very first day at Maris Stella in June 2014, I felt so wel-
come and I knew that I had found a place that would come to 
mean a lot more to me than just a teaching position. I have thor-
oughly enjoyed working with staff members who have become 
special friends, and young ladies whom I look forward to keeping 
contact with in the years to come. I have taken up a teaching post 
at a high school closer to home at the start of 2017, a decision 
made incredibly difficult by the fact that my stay at Maris Stella had 
been such a happy one.  Thank you, Maris Stella for embracing 
me as a member of the family. I will alway be proud to call myself 
“A Maris Stella Old Girl’!”

Hilda Zuma
“Not many people can say that they have worked in one 
place for 35 years.  Maris Stella hasn’t felt like a workplace, 
but more like my second home with my school family.  I am a 
mother to many and I have grown on so many levels and feel 
like I’m still learning every day.  I thank every single one of my 
staff members for being such a great support system during 
some challenging times.  To my Maris Stella Family, I ask God 
to be with you and your families, let love and happiness be 
with you even on blue Mondays, and try to live everyday as 
your last.”

Wellington Ngolo
One of our longest serving members of staff, with 40 years of 
service to Maris Stella, took his leave to enjoy a relaxing re-
tirement.  We thank Wellington for looking after our beautiful 
gardens and grounds so attentively, and wish him all the very 
best for a peaceful and blessed retirement.

Rozelle Munien
Rozelle Munien was a pupil at Maris Stella from her Grade 5 
year until she matriculated. Ten years later she returned to 
Maris Stella as a teacher and fulfilled many different roles in 
her almost 20 year stay at our school. She ran adult literacy, 
organised retreats, ran the textbook scheme for the school, 
taught Afrikaans, was a class teacher and spent most of her 
time teaching Computer Literacy. She was a constant in many 
girls lives as they progressed through the school. We wish 
her everything of the best for the future.

Justice Mudzova
Our wonderful Mr M officially began work at Maris Stella from 
May 2013, although he was an indispensable member of staff 
long before that, contracted to work at Maris Stella through 
his IT support company.  We all so appreciated his patience 
and calm approach to any number of technical crises that 
arose during his time with us.  We wish him well in his en-
deavours in the corporate world.

Bianca French
It is with much sadness that we bid farewell to Bianca French, 
our wonderful High School Business Studies teacher.   Bianca 
leaves Maris Stella after 2 years to teach at Crawford Col-
lege North Coast, which is in close proximity to her home in 
Umdloti.  During her time at Maris Stella she was involved in 
Badminton, and she inspired her girls to become more so-
cially involved in current affairs.  We wish Bianca much joy in 
her future married life and we also wish her much happiness 
at her new school.

Lucy Ivins
“I began teaching History here at Maris Stella at the beginning 
of 2015. What has particularly stood out  in my two years here 
is the high value the school places on helping those who are in 
need or who are less fortunate than ourselves, as well the fun 
and caring environment in which our girls can grow into confident 
and well-rounded young ladies. I have been lucky enough to go 
on two Touchstone retreats with the Grade 9s. It was such a priv-
ilege to watch our girls adapt to a new and challenging situation 
and to grow in empathy for those whose lives are so different to 
their own. I will truly miss this Maris Stella Family, but am looking 
forward to working with my husband in his ministry, and studying 
for my Honours.”

Trish Martin
It is with very mixed feelings that I say goodbye to you, my very 
dear friends from Maris Stella. I will miss so many things about 
Maris Stella! During my time here I have tended to the injured, 
sewn parents and girls back into their clothing and one day even 
did a stint as the lollypop person as he was not available – the 
lollypop is much heavier than you think it is! Life has certainly 
not been dull in the front office. What I will miss most of all is the 
fantastic people that I worked with. It has been an absolute privi-
lege and pleasure working at Maris Stella for the past 10 years. “I 
cannot say goodbye to those whom I have grown to love, for the 
memories we have made will last a lifetime, and will never know 
a goodbye.”
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Tanuja Albert
“If no-one comes from the future to stop you from 

doing it then how bad of a decision can it really be.”

Te-Jeanne Botha

“Think like a queen. A queen is not afraid to fail. 

Failure is another stepping-stone to greatness.”

Micayla Caetano

“Every accomplishment starts with the decision to 

try.” Gail Devers

Savana-Rose Coe

“Enjoy the little things in life, for one day you’ll look 

back and realise they were big things.” (Kurt Vonnegut)

Celina Chetty

“Words are a pretext. It is the inner bond that draws 

one person to another, not words.” (Jalaladdin Rumi)

Dominique Daruty de Grandpré
“Sometimes you gotta bleed to know that you’re 

alive and have a soul.” (Twenty One Pilots)
Danica D’Oliveira“Happiness is not something you postpone for the future; it is something you design for the present.” (Jim Rohn)

Ternay Dove“Everything that shines ain’t always gonna be gold.” (Kid Cudi)

Danielle du Preez“Challenges make champions.”

Chloé dos Reis“Stay gold, Ponyboy.” (S.E. Hinton, The Outsiders)

Stephanie Beagle
“If you stumble make it part of your dance.”

Kiara Bester

“Here’s to strong women. May we know them; may 

we be them; may we raise them.”

Nokwazi Bhengu
“Raise your words, not voice. It is the rain that grows, 

not thunder.” (Rumi)

Erin Burgess
“Girl, why you stressing? Drink some coffee and 

handle it.”Kelly Bruce“When you change the way you look at things, the things you look at change.” (Wayne Dyer)

Nicole Coetzee“For we trust in our God. And through his unfailing love, we will not be shaken.” (Bethel Music)

Courtney du Preez
“It never gets easier, you just get better.”

Kelly Ebing

“Keep smiling… and one day life will get tired of 

upsetting you.”

Lauren Evans
“Stop diluting yourself to fit the standards of anyone who 

is unable to see how perfect you are.” (Reyna Biddy)

Michaela Borodinsky
“She is clothed in strength and dignity and she laughs 

without fear of the future.” (Proverbs 31:25)
Georgina Brink“My mission in life is not merely to survive, but to thrive; and to do so with some passion, some compas-sion, some humour, and some style.” (Maya Angelou)

Melissa Costa
“You don’t just give up. You don’t just let things happen. You make 

a stand! You say no! You have the guts to do what’s right, even 
when everyone else just runs away.” (Rose Tyler, Doctor Who)



117

Jishnavi Govender
“Difficult roads often lead to beautiful destinations.”

Gina Hooper

“It always seems impossible until it’s done.” (Nelson 

Mandela)

Dana Glennie

“Not everyone is born great, some people achieve 

greatness and some people have greatness thrust 

upon them.” (William Shakespeare)

Nicole Luis

“Every adventure requires a first step.” (Cheshire Cat, 

Alice in Wonderland)

Rebecca Golan
“The last time I wore a name badge was 2015.”

Jessica Metcalfe“I was only here because I didn’t get my Hogwarts acceptance letter.”
Sandisiwe Mjoli“Got so many chains, they call me Chaining Tatum.” (Drake)

Alexa Haasbroek
“If we wait until we’re ready, we’ll be waiting for the 

rest of our lives.” (Lemony Snicket)

Siphosethu Goduka“Anyone can find the dirt in someone. Be the one who finds the gold.” (Proverbs 11:27)

Kamara Moodley

“Ten years from now, make sure you can say that you 

chose your life, you didn’t settle for it.”
Brittany Mooney

“If there are no enemies within, the enemies outside 

cannot hurt you.”

Olivia Keirby-Smith“Don’t look back. You’re not going that way.”

Sindiswa Makhaye
“Be the change you want to see in the world.” (Albert 

Einstein)

Julia Harrison

“What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger.”

Candice Hercules
“In the end, it’s not the years in your life that count; 

it’s the life in your years.” (Abraham Lincoln)
Sarah Herrington

“Life moves pretty fast. If you don’t stop and look around 
once in a while, you could miss it.” (Ferris Bueller)

Savannah Ludick

“Do it for the vreet.” (Tristian Finlay)

Daniela le Roux
“It never gets easier. It just gets better.”Azama Kibundila“Trusting yourself is the most powerful weapon; to be-lieve in yourself that you can do it, no matter what.”

Emmanuella Gonzalves 

Maistrellis 
Every breath is a second chance.

Keina Mehta
“Stop acting so small. You are the universe in ecstatic 

motion.” (Rumi)

Afika Mbeje“The future belongs to those who prepare for it today” - Malcolm X 

Lungile Mkhize“You, Lord, are all I have, and you give me all I need; my future is in your hands.” (Psalm 16:5)

Megan MontocchioMy dream is of having a successful life; success that is 
not measured by money but by the people in my life and 

the number of lives I positively impact.

Nosihle Mkhize
“Be a good person, but don’t try to prove it.”
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Kacie Morey
“Live like it’s your last day.”

Jordan-Lee Odams

“The most important thing is to enjoy your life – to 

be happy – it’s all that matters.” (Audrey Hepburn)

Jordan Proudfoot

“Our fingerprints don’t fade from the lives we touch.”
Nicol Randeria

“You cannot make decisions based on fear and the 

possibility of what might happen.” (Michelle Obama)

Laura Quigley

“Life is good because I decided to make it that way.”

Endrika Singh
“If you fall, I’ll be there.” (Floor)

Lara Smithers“When you love and laugh abundantly, you live a beautiful life.” Tayla Steadman“I am a product of my decisions, not of my circumstanc-es.” (Unknown)

Sarah Ward“Be not afraid of moving slowly; be only afraid of standing still.”

Nicole Snell“Don’t Facebook your problems; face them.”

Slethokuhle Mthethwa
“In order to find happiness, you have to look in the 

mirror and find yourself.”

Dhiyora Naidoo

“Be yourself because an original is worth more 

than a copy.”

Olivia Nealon
“I like the word ‘indolence’. It makes my laziness 

seem classy.” (Bernard Williams)

Kristin Prior
“Just be yourself; no-one can tell you you’re doing 

it wrong.”

Ashali Pillay

“I’d rather be hated for who I am than loved for who 

I am not.” (Kurt Cobain)

Sethabile Shangase“Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts.” (Winston Churchill)

Jade van Heerden
“May your neighbours respect you, trouble neglect 
you, angels protect you, and heaven accept you.” 

(Aubrey Drake Graham)
Sarah Warmback

“It’s been real.” Jade Wells
“Everything happens for a reason.”

Jessica Nothard
“No matter what happens in life, be good to people. 
Being good to people is a wonderful legacy to leave 

behind.” (Taylor Swift)

Amber Paynter“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” (Eleanor Roosevelt)

Blessing Rambiyawo
“I may not always be perfect, but I’m always me. 

The REAL ME.”

Alice Wootton

“Being happy never goes out of style.” (Lilly Pulitzer)
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MARIE BISCUIT COFFEE SHOPPE

1ST DAY OF SCHOOL

MARIS STELLA’S 117TH BIRTHDAY

SUNFLOWER FUND BANDANA DAY
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