r
o
h
c
n
A
The
Issue 53

November
June2016
2016
Faith, Family, Future

From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Parents and Girls
What a year it has been! Christmas is upon us and it seems
like just the other day we were welcoming our new girls at
the beginning of the year.
In the words of Walt Disney, “You can dream, create, design
and build the most wonderful ideas in the world, but it requires people to make the dream a reality.” Here at Maris
Stella, the people who turn so many dreams into reality are
our staff. They are so committed and dedicated; recognising dreams and always encouraging our girls to reach their
goals. Thank you to each and every one of our teachers for
your resilience, tenacity and pure hard work.
To our families who are leaving us – we wish you health
and happiness in your new homes and schools. May the
time that you have spent with us at Maris Stella always
have a special place in your heart.
Matrics of 2016 – you have left your indelible mark on Maris Stella; thank you for everything you have done during
your time here. Make the most of the opportunities that
will come your way, choose to be happy and thank God
for each new day.
I wish all our families a happy and holy Christmas and a
New Year full of promise and joy.
Warm regards
Joan Schmidt

Matric News
This term has been a bittersweet one for our Matrics, as
they enjoyed their last few weeks of school, as well as preparing for Finals.
A very special tradition recently began at Maris Stella, as
the Matrics of 2016 presented the future Matrics of 2017
with a beautiful ring. As Tayla Steadman, Head of the PR
Portfolio, so eloquently said, "These rings are a symbol of
the history and beauty of all the girls that have come before us, and all the ones that are to follow. They are a symbol of our Maris Stella Family, and the bond which we
share."
They also enjoyed a Farewell Tea from the staff, and an
Old Girls’ Breakfast, before singing the school song for
possibly the last time, in spite
of the pouring rain.
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Pre-school Christmas Concert

Our Pre-school girls entertained us with the most delightful Nativity play that saw Father Christmas and his elves visiting ‘Under the Sea’ to check if all the sea creatures had been good. The Red and Blue Group were transformed into mermaids, jellyfish, crabs, fish, dolphins, sharks, and starfish. The stage was ablaze with their colourful costumes and our
girls so impressed us with all the songs and dances that they had learned. The Green and Yellow Groups reminded us of
the Real Meaning of Christmas and how it all began. Their Nativity play was narrated by the girls and the many traditional characters who performed their roles beautifully. The Season of Christmas has truly begun at Maris Stella and
we are all reminded to keep the true meaning of Christmas in our hearts as we prepare for this most Holy of Nights.

Reunion Bound
Our Grade 11 French class took part in a cultural project run by the
Local Education Authority of Reunion Island under the supervision
of the French Ministry of Education, with the aim of fostering links
and exchanges between secondary schools of Reunion Island and
South Africa. The operation aimed at twinning schools and involving
them in a school competition. Our girls worked online with a class
from Lycee Stella of Reunion Island, and we are thrilled to announce
that they won! Their fantastic prize is a paid trip to Reunion Island,
where the girls will stay with host families in St Leu. Bravo to Cailin
Donachie, Khutso Thulare, Nandipa Khubone, Alice Ko and Jenna De
Fleuriot De La Coliniere, and merci beaucoup to Madame Serrurier!
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Grade 4 Excursion to Roselands

Grade 5 Excursion to Sweetdale

The Grade 4s had an incredible overnight excursion to
Roselands last term. Accompanied by Ms Dyer and Mrs
Schmidt, our girls absolutely loved their time together,
developing even stronger bonds, building self-confidence
and generally having an awesome time!

Our Grade 5s loved their trip to Sweetdale! The girls had so
much fun, with the zip line and high ropes being firm favourites. Many other challenging tasks demonstrated the
importance of communication and team work. Thank you
to Mrs Drake, Mrs Diaz and Miss Schwegmann for setting
such good examples!

Grade 6 Excursion to Spirit of Adventure
Our Grade 6s enjoyed an exciting and very active overnight excursion at Spirit of Adventure during the first week of
term. While learning about the importance of team work, leadership styles and responsibility, much fun was also had
all round! Thank you to our wonderful Mrs Kidd and Mrs Joubert for taking such good care of our
girls.
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Prep Inter-house Cross Country

I Heart Maris Stella Market

In a hotly contested race, Patrician narrowly beat Ambrose
by a mere 2 points! As usual though, the emphasis was on
team spirit, always so clearly demonstrated by our Maris
Stella girls! The full results were as follows:

Many thanks to our Maris Stella Family for so generously
supporting our I Heart Maris Stella Market Day on
8 October. We were blessed not only with good weather,
but also with your overwhelming assistance, through donation of funds, goods and purchasing of wristbands. Over
R40 000 was raised, which will be used to make improvements to our school for the enjoyment of our girls. A big
thank you to our dedicated Parents’ Association for organising this lovely day.

3rd place:
2nd Place:
1st Place:
Grade 4:
3rd place:
2nd Place:
1st Place:
Grade 5:
3rd place:
2nd place:
1st place:
Grade 6:
3rd place:
2nd place:
1st place:
Grade 7:
3rd Place:
2nd place:
1st place:

Marian: 119 points
Ambrose: 151 points
Patrician: 153 points
Julia McAlister
Amy Thackwray
Carly Smith
Jaime Robinson
Robyn Aaron
Tannah Smith
Casey–Anne Kesaris
Isabella Halstead
and Makayla Paton
Paige Backman
Sarah Randelhoff
Grace Symington
Shae Kavanagh
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U13 Hockey Festival

Netball

On Saturday 22 October, we were the proud hosts of our
annual Maris Stella U13 Prep Indoor Hockey Festival. We
were joined by teams from Chelsea Preparatory, Virginia
Preparatory, Our Lady of Fatima, Durban Girls' College,
St Henry's, Westville Senior Primary, Crawford, and Reddam House for a day of exciting and competitive hockey!
Chelsea won the tournament after a nailbiting shoot out
against Virginia. Congratulations to our dedicated U13
team for playing with such determination and spirit, and
thank you to Ms Shuker and Ms Koenig for organising
such an exhilarating tournament.

Hats off to our talented netball teams, who played exceptionally well in the Action Netball League Finals recently.
Our U10A, U11 and 1st team all won Bronze medals respectively, with our U16A team placing second, winning Silver
medals. Congratulations to Nicole Coetzee on being selected
as Player of the Final, and thank you to Mrs Welman and
coaches for inspiring such excellence!
Congratulations as well to the following girls for being selected to represent KZN Action Netball:
Sarah Randelhoff: U14B
Amy Randelhoff: U16A
Luyanda Ndlovu: U16B

Waterpolo
Congratulations to the following girls who have been selected for the KZN Girls’ Water Polo Teams that will compete in
the SA Schools’ Championships in Durban in December
2016.
Isabella Hislop & Josie Walton – KZN U13A
Jaime Theron – Non-travelling Reserve KZN U13
Kaylyn Asgeir-Nielsen – Non-travelling Reserve KZN U14
Lila Heath & Megan Lombard – KZN U15
Georgia Erskine – Non-travelling Reserve KZN U15
Cerin Vaughan – KZN U16
Teegan Hardwick—KZN U18A
Sarah Volek – Non-travelling Reserve KZN U18B
At the KZN Top Schools’ Tournament in October, our U14
and U16 team came third overall, and Megan Lombard was
chosen as the KZN U16 Player of the Tournament.
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House Plays

Well done to all the hard working actresses, directors
and technical assistants who took part in this year’s
House Plays, the theme of which was Out of this World.
Thank you to the entire High School for their support
and donations of tinned food to the Aryan Benevolent
Fund. Congratulations to Ambrose for winning Best
Play, “15 Reasons not to be in a
play”; to Sophie Arde and Khutso Thulare of Marian for Best
Direction of “The Cagebirds”,
and to Patrician for Best Hair
and Make Up for “Crazytown”.

Pre-school Wedding Dress Up Day
Our Pre-school girls have been learning about different
kinds of celebrations, and thoroughly enjoyed wedding
dress up day! They really went all out, but the frills and finery didn't deter them from playing in the sandpit and on the
jungle gyms!

Grade 4 Market Day
Not even the weather could dampen the excitement of
the Grade 4s as they held their very first, long anticipated Market Day! We are so proud of our girls for the
thought and effort that they put into their products,
marketing and stall set up. The retail therapy was such
fun as well! Very special thanks go to Carly Smith and
Nicole Williams, who donated all their profits from
their Market Day stall, a whopping R1250, to the SPCA
Randburg, in memory of Carly’s gran who worked
there. We are so proud of you girls!

Please like our Facebook page,
I heart Maris Stella, for all the
latest news and photos from
our events.

Grade 5 China Day
Building on their studies of ancient civilisations in History, our Grade 5s had a wonderful day embracing Chinese
culture. They looked beautiful in their traditional Chinese
outfits! They created some Chinese art, wrote Haikus,
performed their own Chinese dances and thoroughly enjoyed some chicken chow mein and fortune cookies!
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Highlighting some of our Maris Stella Super Stars
Kaitlyn Ramduth, Grade 4, and
Holly Chelin, Grade 7, recently
competed in the DGC Doubles
Tennis Cup. The girls made the
final; however due to inclement
weather, the match was drawn
and they shared the trophy with
Crawford North Coast.
Congratulations Holly and Kaitlyn!

Toastmasters
Congratulations to all our Grade 11 Toastmasters! Qondisa Sibeko was awarded the Toastmasters Leadership
Award, and the following girls represented Maris Stella at
the Durban Schools Toastmasters Competition:
Best Evaluator: Shirali Chetty and Carmela d'Unienville
Best Impromptu Speech: Charet Savrimuthu and Alison
Hogg
Best Prepared Speech: Sophie Arde and Qondisa Sibeko
Charet Savrimuthu was selected to compete in the Final on
3 December. Good luck Charet!

Congratulations to Jasmine
Wylie, Grade 6, who has qualified for the KZN Performing
Arts Team, in Ballet, Contemporary and Acro. She has been
invited to participate in the
South African Championships
of Performing Arts in 2017.
JP Christmas Tableau
Chloe Pillay, Grade 7, represented
South Africa in the 18th Funakoshi
Shotokan Karate World Cup Championships in India earlier this
month. A member of the AFSK
South African Team, Chloe performed exceptionally well, winning
4 medals; a gold, two silvers and

Thank you to our JP girls for the beautiful Christmas Tableau in the Chapel. In your very special way, you reminded
us that "He was just an ordinary baby. That's the way He
planned it, so that we would come to Him and not be
afraid."

We are so proud of
Dhenishta Chetty and
Mayukha Pillay, both in
Grade 10, who have
been selected for the
KZN Youth Choir for
2017.
Confirmation
Congratulations to the following girls who made their first
Holy Communion this past year:
Top Row:
Cristina Palazzo, Megan Montocchio,
Candice Hercules
Middle Row:
Erin Burgess, Kristina le Roux, Rebecca van Rensburg, Sophie Rivalland
Front Row:
Mila Stepanik, Gina Hooper, Tegan
Sinclair, Tracey Powell, Lara Smithers.

Sophie Rivalland, Tracey Powell and
Tegan Sinclair with Cardinal Wilfrid Napier at their recent confirmation at Our Lady of Lourdes.

